St. Clare Parish Communal First Reconciliation Service
Many of the things in this type of service are similar to when you go to individual
confession. The prayers are simply done as a community rather than individually. Please
remember to have the children go to individual confession on a regular basis (monthly
or seasonally) to remember what they have learned about God’s love and forgiveness.
Outline of service
•
•
•
•
•
•

Opening hymn and prayer
Scripture readings and Psalm hymn
Homily
Act of Contrition – prayed together
Individual confession – 6-8 priests available
Family prayer – done on your own

What to expect
1. Everyone will gather in church, with no assigned seating, just like on a Sunday.
The first part of the service is jut like the first half of Mass with readings and a
homily.
2. We will then kneel and pray the Act of Contrition together. It is the version the
children have learned and will be printed in the program.
3. When it is time for individual confessions, the priests will sit in various places
around the church. You are to come into an aisle as a family and stand in a line
for a priest. When a priest is available, go up one by one for confession.
Remember that you have already said the Act of Contribution, so the only thing
needed is to name your sins, for which the priest will assign a penance. You can
decide if you want to go up before your child as a model or let your child go first.
Older siblings also may go to confession at this time.
4. Feel free to give your child a hug or word of congratulations and encouragement.
Spouses also may want to show a sign of reconciliation with each other at this
time.
5. Select a candle from the table near the Pascal Candle, light it with your child and
return to your seat.
6. Say a prayer of thanksgiving together as a family. You are then free to leave
when ready.
7. Think of creative ways to celebrate the day in your home or elsewhere. Be sure
to acknowledge your child’s special sacrament in meal prayers and nighttime
prayers throughout the week.

