
Ash Wednesday – Feb. 26
Ashes distributed at each service
7 a.m.                   Liturgy of the Word
Noon                    Liturgy of the Word 
7 p.m.                   Mass
 
Mondays of Lent
Lent Soup and Speaker Series
March 2-30
6 p.m.                  Mass
6:30 p.m.             Soup Supper
7:15 p.m.             Speaker
 
Stations of the Cross
Every Friday 6 p.m.
Feb. 28-April 3
 
Living Stations of the Cross
Presented by our youth
Friday, March 13
6 p.m.
 
Confessions – Communal 
Reconciliation
April 2, 7 p.m. at St. Clare

Lent schedule

Easter Vigil.” Presented by Matt Flynn, 
director of adult faith formation and mis-
sion.
 March 30 - “Easter Season Spirituality 
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By Matthew Flynn
Director of Adult Faith Formation and Mission
 Does it make any sense to start a jour-
ney by getting dirty? To start a process 
of cleansing with dust? And yet we do. 
Not to make the task more difficult, but 
to make it more apparent.
 We need to be cleaned, cleansed — 
even purified. In fact, we need to be 
saved. From our sins, from the throw-
away culture of death around us, from 
death itself, and, most especially, from 
our belief that we can do it ourselves.
 We start Lent by acknowledging that 
we are dust and to dust we shall return. 
We “repent in dust and ashes” (Job 42:6) 
and turn to the Gospel. Only in Christ 
can we find salvation. Only in Christ can 
we be healed of our sins. Only in Christ 
can we overcome death, and only in 
Christ can we obtain the fullness of life.
 But we do not travel this journey 
alone. On Ash Wednesday, we get dirty 
together. We pray together, fast together 
and give alms together as a church, as 
the Church. Around the world, we all 
embark on the same journey of purifica-
tion.
 And here, just like around the world, 

Journeying together through Lent

we embark on the journey with people 
who are approaching Easter with a de-
sire that has kindled in their hearts and 
burst into flame. We are journeying with 
those who are preparing to receive the 
Sacraments of our Lord at Easter.
 These elect have been preparing to 
be fully initiated into the Christian life 
through Baptism, Confirmation and the 
Eucharist so that they too can live in 
Christ and join us at the table to be fed 
and transformed by the Eucharist.
 In preparation, they will undergo a 
period of purification and enlightenment. 
Our job is not only to witness it, but to 
undergo it in our lives as well. 
 Maybe the flames of our faith have 

 Join us for the Lenten Mass, Soup and 
Speaker Series to prepare for the Tridu-
um, which is the summit of our Church 
year. Five exciting speakers will share 
their wisdom and insight on key topics 
to help us enter fully into the mystery 
of Christ’s Passion, Death and Resurrec-
tion.
 Each night of the series, offered on 
Mondays March 2-30, begins with Mass 
at 6 p.m. followed by a soup dinner at 
6:30 p.m. and a presentation from 7:15 to 
8:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Come 
for one, two or all three parts!
 March 2 - “Lenten Spirituality and 
Practices.” Presented by Father Augus-
tine Wetta, OSB, a Benedictine monk, 

Prepare to climb the mountain during Lent
Soup and speaker series

vocations director for St. Louis Abbey, 
teacher, rugby coach and author of “The 
Eighth Arrow” and “Humility Rules.” He 
has many hobbies and interests, includ-
ing surfing, juggling and armor making.
 March 9 - “Holy Thursday and the 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper.” Presented 
by Stephen Eros, director of music and 
liturgy.
 March 16 - “Good Friday and the Pas-
sion of the Lord.” Presented by Deacon 
Nick Fleming, who will be ordained in 
May as a priest for the Diocese of Bel-
leville. He grew up in St. Clare of Assisi 
Parish, where his parents and younger 
siblings are still parishioners. 
 March 23 - “Holy Saturday and the 
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Please remember
your parish in

your planned giving

 With final plans for St. Clare’s upcom-
ing building project taking shape, we are 
excited to announce a groundbreaking 
date of Monday, April 13 at 6 p.m.! 
 This important milestone for our par-
ish has been many years in the making. 
Our design decisions have been formed 
to a great extent by input from parishio-
ners, ministry leaders and staff members. 
To the west of the church front doors will 
be a wing for offices and much-needed 
meeting rooms. To the east side will be an 
expanded social hall and larger kitchen.
 Because we are a parish family and 
these spaces are parts of our “St. Clare 
home,” we now need to plan for the 
impact of construction on our day-to-day 
parish life. The main church area and 
gathering space will not be affected at 
all. On the east fellowship hall side of the 
building, a new temporary door will be 
installed and use of the hall and kitchen 
can continue until sometime this sum-
mer. Use of the west side, including the 

Groundbreaking slated for April 13

restrooms, will be minimally affected be-
cause the office addition will be entirely 
new construction. It will simply require 
taking out the far west hallway wall. 
 Over the past few months, a lot of 
‘behind-the-scenes’ design refinement 
has been taking place. Our building 
committee has been working closely with 
our architects, BCDM of Omaha, and our 
local builder, Korte Co., on all levels of 
engineering and budget. Our staff mem-
bers recently provided their input as well, 
weighing in on interior design for the 

offices. We will give you greater details on 
the project and its impact on our facilities 
as we move forward.
 I am so grateful to all of you who are 
faithfully making payments toward your 
building campaign pledge, as well as 
those of you who are regularly using the 
“red (development) envelope” in your 
monthly packet or giving online through 
WeShare to make donations toward our 
building addition. 
 If you are new to the St. Clare family or 
are still discerning how you can be part 
of our parish’s growth, I encourage you to 
join us and support this exciting project! 
Just make a donation using the red enve-
lope or check ways to give electronically 
at stclarechurch.weshareonline.org.
 We need everyone’s help as we are 
‘building to serve’ our St. Clare family’s 
needs now and for generations to come. 
With your prayers and support and with 
God’s help, all things are possible!

Making a difference

died down this year — or over the course 
of many years. We can tend and stoke 
those fires. We can make an extra effort to 
attend the 8:30 a.m. Masses on March 15, 
22 and 29, when the elect go through the 
Scrutinies. We can let those rites reveal 
places in our own lives that need to be 
purified and illuminated by Christ.
 We are bringing community members, 
friends and family on this journey with 
us. They will become new Christians. Let 
us not just walk on the same path but 
actually accompany them on the journey. 
 May the fires of their newfound faith 
inspire us, and may our continual life 
of repentance, growth and reliance on 
Christ inspire them. Amen.

Journeying through 
Lent (continued)

Soup and speaker 
(continued)
and Practices.” Presented by Father Jim 
Deiters, pastor.
 There is no cost to attend. Soups, 
breads and desserts are provided by 
various parish groups. Free childcare is 
offered. Donations are accepted for a 
different charity or organization each 
night.

These Giving Tree ‘elves’ were among the people who helped sort and distribute hundreds of Christmas 
gifts given to families identified as being in need through our St. Vincent de Paul Society. Thanks to every-
one for your generous donations to both projects!

Confirmation students collected soup and monetary donations to help tackle hunger at the O’Fallon Food 
Pantry during the ‘Souper Bowl’ event. The drive brought in $855 and 594 cans of hearty soup.
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Exploring our sister parish in Guatemala
In January, six of our parishioners visited our sister parish, Our Lord of Esquipulas, in Guastatoya, Guatemala, to build relationships and 
gain a better understanding of their needs and progress from our support. Pictured below left are, from left, Simone Wheeler, Phil Wise, 
Sarah Wise, Madison Luechtefeld, Alicia Luechtefeld and Father Jim. They visited and prayed with people in Guastotoya and neighboring 
villages and learned about their health clinic,  the new women’s organic garden and their production of botanical health products to sell.
Below left second row, Father Jim greets scholarship winners, who told their stories of success in school and in moving into further educa-
tion or jobs. Join our travelers for an informational session to hear about their trip. Watch the bulletin for the date and time to be announced. 
All are welcome!                                   

YAI: Engaging and integrating young adults
By Matt Flynn
Director of Adult Faith Formation and Mission
 St. Clare Parish is now halfway 
through the Young Adult Initiative 
(YAI), which is hard to believe. We have 
hosted some successful events just for 
young adults, while also creating parish 
events that fit the needs for all adults — 
young and not so young — at St. Clare. 
Parish-wide events have included “Real 
Questions” (every first Thursday, except 

during Lent) and “Quiet on Cross Street” 
(every Tuesday, 6-7 p.m.).
 The goal of the YAI is not only to engage 
but also to integrate young adults more 
fully into parish life. Since starting the 
YAI two years ago, we have had 14 young 
adults enter the process of becoming Cath-
olic, with seven having become Catholic 
already, two entering the Church this Eas-
ter and five more continuing their prepara-
tion. More than 50 young adults have been 

added to our contact list in only the last 
eight months, and we have had increased 
young adult interest and participation 
in parish groups, ministries, events and 
leadership roles.
 Additionally, various parish ministries 
and ministry leaders have begun looking 
for and implementing ways to be more 
young-adult friendly. This includes 

Photos by Simone Wheeler and Phil Wise
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 Prepare to explore our faith at the 
Rainforest Explorers Vacation Bible 
School, where students will learn how 
“Jesus Leads the Way.” 
 St. Clare Parish’s VBS is slated for 
9 a.m. to noon July 20-24 at St. Clare 
School for children ages 4-10. Children 
are grouped in classes by grade level to 
explore our faith through Bible stories, 

VBS offers fun way to learn our faith

REGISTRATION IS OPEN
 Parents who missed St. Clare School’s 
kindergarten registration in January 
should contact the school right away as 
there are still spots open for the 2020-21 
school year.  The school hopes to have 
three small kindergarten classes next 
year. 
 Registration also is open for grades 1-8 
for the upcoming school year.
 For more information on St. Clare 
School, visit www.saintclareschool.org or 
call Principal Clarice McKay at 632-6327.
 Good Shepherd Preschool hosted 
registration for preschool and pre-K 
(ages 3-5) for the 2020-21 school year 
in February. Half day (8:30-11:30 a.m.) 
and full-day (8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.) options 
may still be available with extended care 
offered until 3:30 pm. 
 For more information on the Good 
Shepherd Preschool program, contact 
Director Sherri Hertzler at 726-6532 or 
sherhertz5@gmail.com.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
 The school celebrated Catholic Schools 
Week with daily activities to show that 
they “Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed.”  
 Activities included students and fami-
ly members serving as liturgical min-
isters at their parish Masses, passing 
out thank-you candy to parishioners, a 
prayer service, a food drive for the O’Fal-
lon Food Pantry, a bowling field trip, 
talent show, Christian rock band concert, 

indoor family picnic, pajama day, games, 
eighth-graders subbing as teachers and 
staff and an appreciation luncheon for 
faculty and staff.
 The week closed with a “Pancakes and 
PJs” dinner, which was open to the public. 

SERVING OTHERS
 The seventh- and eighth-grade St. Vin-
cent de Paul made blessing bags for local 
students in need and Christmas cards for 
residents at the Shrine of Our Lady of 
the Snows.
 The fifth- and sixth-grade Vinnies 
continue to have monthly sandwich-mak-
ing opportunities before school to benefit 
Cosgrove’s Kitchen.
 Students donated many new toys to 
Catholic Urban Programs for distribution 
at Christmas.
 Third-grade students led a campaign 
to educate the school about the wildfires 
in Australia. They made posters and 
collected more than $700 to donate to 
Australia’s Wildlife Information, Rescue, 
and Education Service (WIRES).

FAITH IN ACTION
 During Lent, students will have Reconcil-
iation and Stations of the Cross and donate 
to Operation Rice Bowl. In April, students in 
grades 4-7 will have half-day retreats with 
the REAP Team.

ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS
 Congratulations to these students, whose 
essays were selected for the VFW Patriot’s Pen 
contest: sixth-graders Braden Busch, Gretchen 
Ertel, Maya Freiburg, Sean Mullins, Delaney 
Nieroda and Elena Rybak; seventh-grader 
Maddie Alberico and eighth-graders Alex 
Hattan, Bea McCoy and Ella Meyer. The theme 
was “What Makes America Great.”

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR TEAMS
 Our basketball teams had successful 
seasons. The sixth-grade boys and the sixth-
grade girls are both diocesan champions, and 
the eighth-grade boys placed third.
 The chess team won first place at the 
tournament at St. Teresa Catholic School! 
These students had a 4-0 match record: 
Jack Driscoll, Gus Smith, Grant Howard, RJ 
DeVine, Christopher Biczo and Sean Schoen-
feld.  Cecilia McCarthy and John Kampwerth 
had a 3-1 record. Taylor Stady had 2-1-1 
record. 
 Girl Scouts Eva Bow, Olivia Ponciroli and 
Claire Riepe participated in the First Lego 
League Regional Qualifier. Their team, Leg-
endary Knights of Lego Destruction, placed 
first in the Robot Design Competition and for 
the second year in a row will be advancing to 
the state competition.

games, songs, dance, crafts and snacks.
 Parents should turn in forms by June 
1. After that, the cost increases from $20 
to $40 per child and admission is on a 
space-available basis.
 Youth ages 11-18 as well as adults are 
invited to help out. Youth must submit 
their form by May 10 and attend a train-
ing and setup session from 4 to 6 p.m. on 

Sunday, July 19 at St. Clare School.
 Registration forms will be on the 
parish website, in the parish office and 
by the bulletin board in the gathering 
space at church.
 Students will not receive a VBS 
T-shirt this year, but will get a music 
CD on the first day so that they can 
learn the songs they will sing.

St. Clare students celebrate Catholic Schools Week with a Christian music concert. 

Eighth-graders were ready to lead classes on Friday to 
give their teachers a break during Catholic Schools Week. 

http://www.saintclareschool.org
mailto:sherhertz5@gmail.com
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High school and college students led 71 eighth-graders (Lukers) through the Luke 18 Retreat Jan. 17-19 at St. Clare School. 
From the fun-filled welcome to the emotional closing ceremony, the student leaders shared their faith and life lessons with the 
Lukers through talks, skits, songs and share groups. Food and fun were also a big part of the weekend for the students from St. 
Clare, St. Nicholas and Corpus Christi parishes. Thanks to all adult and college volunteers for their work on the weekend.  
                                    Photos by Sammi Hartkop

Luke 18: ‘I am Your Father’
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NCYC 2019: ‘Blessed, Broken, Given’

Our high school and college youth were inspired, encouraged 
and blessed at the National Catholic Youth Conference in Indi-
anapolis. They joined with 20,000 other youth to hear speak-
ers and music that brought great messages about our Catholic 
faith. In a first among popes, Pope Francis provided a video 
message to NCYC. ‘May it be an opportunity to deepen your 
faith and communion. May it light your missionary hearts with 
the courage and strength to live in and with the Lord always 
as a Church sent forth,’ he said. Our own Aidan Cutter won a 
scholarship to NCYC and received the award from Diocesan 
Youth Director Jaime Gil.                                Photos by Jane Dotson

 Attention youth and adults: Do you 
want to have fun while serving others? 
Join us for the Hoyleton Mission Trip June 
21-26 in Hoyleton, IL.
 The trip is for youth, incoming high 
school freshmen through early college, 
who will do some landscaping or painting 
work to spruce up the grounds of Hoyle-
ton Children’s Home during the day and 
play games with the residents of the home 

Youth, adults invited to Hoyleton Mission Trip

 High school students are invited to the 
diocesan youth camp – Ignite – at Camp 
Ondessonk March 20-22. You will be chal-
lenged to take an active role in your faith, 
while experiencing the camp’s beautiful 
wilderness.
 Camp includes a keynote speaker, team 
challenges, campfires, music, outdoor 
adventures, fellowship, small groups, food, 
Mass and a camp T-shirt.
 The cost is $90 for Saturday-Sunday or 
$100 for all weekend.
 Register by Feb. 28 at janeadotson@
yahoo.com. Email Jane or text Karen at 
618-610-9149 for more details. 

Youth camp to 
‘ignite’ high 
school students

during the evening. The youth also create 
their own evening prayer service each day, 
eat a lot of great meals together and hang 
out playing games.
 Energetic and enthusiastic adults are 
needed to chaperone the teens. Adults 
must be able to relate well to teens, help 
them grow in their faith, laugh, supervise 
yard work or minor building updates and 
be able to sleep on an air mattress or cot 

in an old church. Child Protection Policy 
training and background checks are 
required.
 There is a small fee of $40 for the week.  
 If you can’t make the entire week, join 
us for a few days. Contact Karen Jal-
bert at 618-610-9149 or Jane Dotson at 
janeadotson@yahoo.com or 618-632-3562 
by June 1 to sign up. If you cannot pay 
the fee, just let us know.

Father Jim presented 
these scouts with their 
religious awards on Scout 
Sunday. Front left are, 
front row, Braden Guinn, 
Lucas Claxton, John 
Pierre; back row, Owen 
Hubbard, Joseph Kinsella 
and Prentiss Tomlinson. 

Scouts earn awards

mailto:janeadotson@yahoo.com
mailto:janeadotson@yahoo.com
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Baptisms
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 We welcome these newly baptized chil-
dren, Hudson Patrick, son of Corey and 
Katelyn Hagarty; Theodore Lawrence, 
son of Matthew and Kaitlyn Hackmann; 
Philip Daniel and Cynthia Marie, twin 
son and daughter of Andrew and Jayme 
Wise; Brooklyn Elise, daughter of Dan 
and Kristin Normansell; Mia Monica, 
daughter of Ryan and Elizabeth Mackey 
Asselin; Kristopher Charles, son of Kris-
topher and Stephanie Beckwith; Phoenix 
Rai, son of Steve and Meghan Timko; 
Abagail Sue, daughter of Adam and Am-
ber Analla; and Lucy Therese, daughter 
of Joshua and Cheyenne Langford.

 We express our prayerful sympathy to 
the family and friends of deceased parish-
ioner Mary Missey.

Young Adults (continued)

Eight men from St. Clare Parish attended the 
Saint Louis Archdiocese Catholic Men for 
Christ Conference on Feb. 1. Ken Smith, parish 
captain, was joined by Martin Benoit, Lee 
Crowe, James Grimmig, Steve Hellmann, Colin 
Schmitz, David Schmitz and Deacon Dennis 
Vander Ven.

Catholic Men 
for Christ

examining meeting times, working with 
the parish office to arrange and provide 
babysitting onsite or through reimburse-
ments and collaborating on events that 
are “friendly” to young adults. We also 
have been looking into different ways 
to make initial connections with young 
adults, such as texting and face-to-face 
contact.
 This year, while continuing to innovate 
as a parish, we are particularly focusing 
on the domestic church — how young 
adults can incorporate and practice the 
faith in their daily lives, whatever those 
look like. It may be that they are married, 
are parents, single parent, single or have 

Welcome to our newcomers
 We welcome these newcomers to our 
St. Clare family:
 Jessie and Martha Tavares and 
their children, Ashley, 15; Jennifer, 
13; Sebastian, 9; and Sage, 2, recently 
moved to the area from San Diego, CA. 
They are now retired. Jessie was in the 
USMCJROTC program and Martha was 
a foster care/adoption trainer.
 Brian and Jessica Imes and their 
sons, Landon, 8, and Abram, 6

 Barbara Hitt
 Dalton and Tessa Powell and their 
daughter, Noura, 1
 Matthew Mersinger and Lauren Hall
 Joseph and Terrah Stanley and their 
children, Joseph Jr., 12; Jack, 9; and 
Madison, 1
 Steve and Patti Wittenauer
 Chris and Amber Turner and their 
children, Waverly, 2, and Ellowyn, 1
 Alex and Kelsey Miller

roommates, etc. Our “not-so-young” parish-
ioners may be of great help in this area by 
aiding us in rediscovering some devotions 
or practices that may have fallen out of 
common use over the years or in simply 
sharing how certain practices in the home 
aided their or their family’s growth.
 Please keep these efforts in your 
prayers, and make a personal connection 
to a young adult – whether or not they 
are in our parish. Find out how you can 
get more involved or support this import-
ant work for the present and future of our 
Church by contacting the parish office at 
618-632-3562 or matthewflynn5@gmail.
com. 

Two couples shared some funny stories and great wisdom on ‘holy and not so holy families’ as 
they answered Father Jim’s questions during the From Water to Wine Marriage Enrichment Night. 
From left are Stephen and Jamie Eros and Stacey and Dave Cutter. Father Jim led the date night 
for married couples, providing an evening of laughing while learning for the group. He challenged 
couples to realize the holiness already happening in their lives and to find new opportunities to 
expand that holiness in the Sacrament of Matrimony.

Marriage enrichment ‘date night’
 Save the dates of May 30 and 31 for the 
Diocese of Belleville Ordination Mass and 
our parish’s Ordination Celebration Picnic.
 Two of our parishioners, Deacon Nick 
Fleming and Deacon Joel Seipp, are 
ready to be ordained as priests on Satur-
day, May 30 at St. Peter Cathedral. Then 
each will preside at his first Mass as a 
priest that weekend – Joel at 5 p.m. Mass 
on May 30 and Nick at 10:30 a.m. Mass 
on May 31. 
 Our parish will celebrate them with an 
Ordination Celebration Picnic on May 31 
after 10:30 a.m. Mass.

Save the dates for 
ordination events
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Dated material - please deliver immediately

 In addition to our weekly speaker 
series, here are other faith formation and 
prayer opportunities to help you grow as a 
disciple this Lent:
 • Join Formed. Access year-round, 
free faith formation resources, talks, mov-
ies, scripture studies, children’s content 
and more. It’s all now available on Roku 
and Apple TV. Download and play content 
offline on smartphones and tablets! Go 
to Formed.org to start an account by 
selecting our parish and entering your 
email address. Search by theme, topic or 
keyword and browse to find what you are 
seeking. You also can sign up for daily 
reflections. For more information, contact 
Matt Flynn at matthewflynn5@gmail.com 
or 618-632-3562. 
 • Attend “Quiet on Cross Street” ev-
ery Tuesday from 6 to 7 p.m. for time with 
our Lord in the Eucharist. Whether you 
are new to Eucharistic Adoration or have 
been many times before, come for part or 
all the time to bask in the Lord’s presence 
in silence. Prayer leaders will provide 
occasional musical refrains or Scripture 
verses to reflect upon.
 • Reflect on the books of Joshua 
and Judges from the Bible and learn 
about what happens as the Israelites 

Opportunities abound for growing in faith during Lent
leave the desert and enter the prom-
ised land. This Bible study meets every 
Tuesday, starting March 31, from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. in the church library. Register 
by March 17 at 618-632-3562. Suggested 
cost for materials is $7.50.
 • Surrender yourself to God’s love 
and mercy. Attend the Divine Mercy 
information night to learn about this 
devotion through a video and discussion. 
Watch the bulletin for a date and time to 
be announced.
 • Enter into the Paschal Mystery 
of Christ’s Passion, Death, and Res-
urrection by attending the Triduum 
celebrations of the Lord’s Supper (April 
9, 7 p.m.), the Passion of the Lord (April 
10, 7 p.m.), and the Easter Vigil (April 
11, 8 p.m.).

WOMEN’S EVENTS
 • Check out the Moms’ Group on 
Thursdays from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. by 
the nursery. All moms (and children) 
are welcome. Monthly weekend events 
are also in the works. Contact Cheyenne 
Langford at crbecker53@gmail.com if 
you are interested.
 • Embrace your faith and have a 
blast with women from St. Clare at the 
Catholic Women for Christ Conference 

on Saturday, March 7 at the Touhill 
Performing Arts Center (UMSL). De-
tails and registration at catholicwom-
enforchrist.org. Call 618-632-3562 with 
questions or for carpool information.

MEN’S EVENTS
 • Challenge yourself to real 
change this year. Men who are in-
terested in doing the Exodus90 (www.
exodus90.com) program of prayer, 
self-denial, almsgiving and fraternity 
should contact Daniel Parr at parrfam-
ily011819@gmail.com right away. The 
program is March 2–May 31.
 • Discover what’s missing in 
your life and what to do about it while 
enjoying great food and developing 
meaningful friendships at the Men’s 
Welcome Experience on Saturday, 
March 21 and Sunday, March 22. Reg-
ister by March 12 at stclarechurch.org/
mens-retreat or with Martin Benoit at 
martingbenoit@yahoo.com.
 NOTE: There will be no “Real 
Questions” during Lent. It will resume 
on the first Thursday of every month 
starting May 7 at 6:30 p.m.

mailto:matthewflynn5@gmail.com
mailto:parrfamily011819@gmail.com
mailto:parrfamily011819@gmail.com

