
parish in connection with the Holy Spirit’s 
work on the first Pentecost.” 
 “This year is twice as special as we cel-
ebrate the ordinations of two parishioners, 
Nick and Joel, as transitional deacons,” 
Father Jim said. “They will be ordained 
the day before the picnic, so this is a per-
fect time to celebrate with them and 
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Nick Fleming Joel Seipp

 St. Clare’s artists and artisans will be 
sharing their works for all to enjoy at 
the Pentecost Festival’s new “Makers’ 
Fair.”
 Stop by the “Makers’ Fair” tent to see 
a variety of visual art and handmade 
items on display – everything from 
paintings and paper art to needlework 
and woodworking. There will even be 
hand-painted ornamental eggs.

‘Makers’ Fair’ to showcase art, handiwork

 Celebrate our newly ordained transi-
tional deacons, Nick Fleming and Joel 
Seipp, and our wonderful parish family at 
St. Clare Parish’s 10th annual Pentecost 
Festival on Sunday, June 9. The festival 
starts after the only Mass at St. Clare 
that day – a 10:30 a.m. Mass. 
 The afternoon event for parishioners 
features food samples from around the 

Pentecost Festival celebrates Holy Spirit blessings

 “We are so excited to have these 
beautiful pieces on display,” says Peggy 
Melone, who came up with the idea and 
is coordinating the exhibit. “Our parish-
ioners will show the talents that God 
has given to them.”
 As a bonus, visitors to the display can 
enter a drawing for a set of handmade 
cards and other prizes.

Want to go?

world, entertainment, games and plenty 
of fellowship. New this year is a “Makers’ 
Fair” with exhibits of arts and crafts cre-
ated by parishioners
 “We encourage all of our parishioners 
to join us for this wonderful festival,” 
said Father Jim Deiters. “Our Pentecost 
Festival celebrates our parish family and 
the different ethnicities of people in our 

What:  “Pentecost Festival” with
  food, entertainment and   
 games
Who:  For all parishioners 
When:  Sunday, June 9, 11:45 a.m.- 
 2:30 p.m.
Where:  East lawn of church
Tickets: $5 per person or $15 per   
 family

By Jane Dotson
Director of Family Faith Formation
 When a man has a call to the priest-
hood, listens and embarks on that 
journey, we sit up and take notice. When 
that man is from your parish family and 
continues for years through the seminary, 
we rejoice.  When there are two such men 
from your parish and they are nearing 
ordination, the joy is overwhelming!
 St. Clare Parish is blessed to have two 
such men. Nick Fleming and Joel Seipp 
have journeyed through life and years 
of seminary education to reach a pivotal 
moment -- their ordination as transitional 
deacons. This brings them one step closer 
to their ordination as priests. Bishop 
Edward K. Braxton will ordain Nick and 
Joel as transitional deacons during a 
10:30 a.m. Mass on Saturday, June 8 at 
St. Peter Cathedral in Belleville, and all 
are invited to attend.
 “I am excited and ready to get ordained 
and take the next steps in my formation 
to be more fully involved in the Catholic 
Church,” Joel says.
 Nick says he was able to focus on or-

The path to the priesthood: deacon ordination

dination at a retreat earlier this year: “It 
was really eye opening for me to quietly 
sit and pray with everything that God 
has done to nudge me in this direction. I 
felt so much peace and trust in where the 
Holy Spirit is leading me.”
 As transitional deacons, Nick and Joel 
will be ordained ministers. They will be 
allowed to proclaim the Gospel, preach, 
baptize, lead prayer services, witness 
marriages and conduct funerals. Each will 
be assigned to a parish in the Belleville 
Diocese this summer. Each will return to 
the seminary in the fall to finish a last 

year of school, while also serving part time 
in a nearby parish.
 So, who are these two men who have 
responded to the call? 
 Both would say they are just regular 
guys with lots of outside interests, a well-
rooted and deepening love of our faith and 
a willingness to say “yes” to God’s call to 
serve as priests.

GROWING UP IN O’FALLON
 Joel, 38, the son of Larry and Shirley 
Seipp, is a fourth-generation St. Clare 
parishioner with three sisters, Laura and 
twins Anna and Amy. Nick, 27, the son of 
Dr. Thomas and Mary Fleming, moved to 
the O’Fallon area with his family when he 
was in third grade. He has five siblings: 
Maggie, Peter, Kelly, Colin and Evan.
 Both men grew up as the first-born sons 
of faith-filled parents, were altar servers 
from grade school into their teens, played 
sports and graduated from St. Clare 
Catholic School a decade apart. Beyond a 
typical O’Fallon-style Catholic childhood, 
their stories take very different turns.

POLICE TO PRIESTHOOD
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their families. Please come and offer your 
congratulations to them.”
 Transitional deacons are seminarians 
who are ordained in the last part of their 
formation for the priesthood. They are 
typically ordained as a priest a year after 
being ordained as transitional deacons.
 The festival offers ethnic food samples 
from nine different cultures – Indian, 
Mexican, Filipino, German, Italian, Polish, 
Guatemalan, Venezuelan and American. 
The U.S. foods will be kid-friendly for 
people with less adventurous palates. 
Orange drink, slushies, water, margaritas 
and beer also will be served.
 An ice cream sundae bar, offered after 

the ethnic food sampling, will offer a tasty 
way to celebrate.
 Entertainment includes a steel drum 
percussionist and some fun music from 
the St. Clare Choir.
 Meanwhile, children will be busy with 
an inflatable “jumpy” and a duck pond. 
Everyone can play free-throw basketball 
and the ball blaster target throw. Face 
painting, animal balloons and crafts will 
round out the children’s area.  
 The ticket price covers all food samples, 
drinks, entertainment and games. Some 
tickets may still be available in the par-
ish office June 3-7 or on the day of the 
festival. 

Pentecost Festival (Continued)

 While most folks associate springtime 
with “cleaning,” here at St. Clare we find 
an equally strong tie to spring and the 
act of building.
 “Building” comes in many forms and 
through various actions. Of course, we 
are preparing to quite literally build our 
greatly needed office wing and fellowship 
hall expansion. In the coming months 
we will be fine-tuning our plans with 
our architects in what is referred to as 
the “schematic design process.” We are 
getting truly generous financial support 
as well as great ideas from parishioners, 
and we continue to bring your input 
and questions to our design team. As to 
building, we hope to break ground in the 
spring of 2020!
 There’s much more to “building” than 
bricks and mortar, however. We are so 
proud of our parish’s seminarians, Nick 
Fleming and Joel Seipp, who are building 
the universal Catholic Church with the 

Together, we build for our parish’s future

gift of their lives as they progress in their 
formation in preparation for the priest-
hood. We encourage everyone to join us at 
St. Peter Cathedral in Belleville as Nick 
and Joel are ordained as transitional 
deacons on Saturday, June 8. 
 You can read about these wonderful 
young men and their faith journeys on 
page one of this newsletter. Perhaps their 
stories will help “build” confidence in 
our parents, grandparents, teachers and 
friends to talk about religious vocations 

with the young people they love!
 Finally, our St. Clare parish community 
thrives on strong relationships, which are 
“built” when we come together to worship 
at Mass each week and meet for special 
events. Our upcoming Pentecost Festival 
is one of these wonderful special events! 
More than a parish picnic, this afternoon 
of fun offers kids’ activities, entertain-
ment and amazing ethnic foods prepared 
by many of our parish families. 
 The festival on Sunday, June 9 will 
serve as St. Clare’s ordination celebration 
for Nick and Joel, so be sure to build time 
into your schedule to join the Fleming 
and Seipp families — and our St. Clare 
family — in honoring their accomplish-
ments at this tremendous party!
 Inspired by the Holy Spirit, may we 
continue to come together joyfully to 
BUILD UP our parish and God’s King-
dom in many creative ways!
 

 All are welcome to join our celebra-
tion of the Feast of Corpus Christi with 
a Eucharistic Procession at 11:45 a.m. 
on Sunday, June 23. The procession will 
travel from St. Clare Church to the St. 
Clare School Chapel in O’Fallon. Return 
bus transportation will be provided.
 Catholics throughout the world have 
a rich tradition of celebrating the Feast 
of Corpus Christi – the Body and Blood 
of our Lord Jesus – each year with 
processions through the streets to show 
publicly that God sent His Son into the 
world to redeem people and continues 
to send His Son, as seen in the Holy 
Eucharist that Catholics receive during 
Mass. 
 St. Clare Church continues that tradi-
tion each year with a prayerful proces-
sion, which includes a gold monstrance 
carrying a consecrated host, in O’Fallon.
 The procession, led by the Knights of 
Columbus and Deacon John Gomez, will 
begin at St. Clare Church, 1411 Cross St. 
in O’Fallon, after the 10:30 a.m. Mass. 
It will travel north along Lincoln with 
a stop at the Bank of O’Fallon parking 
lot. It will then proceed to Third Street, 
where the procession will turn to travel 
west two blocks to the St. Clare School 
Chapel (the former St. Clare Parish 
Church) at Third and Oak for closing 
prayers. 

Corpus Christi 
procession set 
for June 23

The German food booth will be back again this year at the Pentecost Festival. Nine food booths 
representing countries from around the world will offer food samples.
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Celebrating Triduum, Easter joy

Father Jim invokes the gift of the Holy Spirit as he begins the Confirmation of Beth Dunphy at the Easter Vigil, while Deacon John Gomez holds 
the Chrism oil. Beth was received into the Full Communion of the Church at the Easter Vigil. The Triduum liturgy, which celebrates the summit of 
our faith, provided opportunities for prayer, reflection and Eucharist. After the Easter morning Masses, children enjoyed hunting for eggs.  
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 After high school, Joel attended South-
ern Illinois University at Edwardsville, 
Southwestern Illinois College, the SWIC 
Police Academy and Lindenwood Univer-
sity. He worked for the City of O’Fallon 
before embarking on his nine-year career 
with the Cahokia Police Department, 
where he served as a patrol officer, school 
resource officer and Major Case Squad 
investigator.  Joel’s path from police to 
priest began in 2014, when he stepped 
down from his law enforcement career to 
follow his call to pursue the priesthood for 
the Diocese of Belleville.  
 He has completed five years of edu-
cation at Sacred Heart Seminary and 
School of Theology in Franklin, WI, which 
focuses on preparing men of mature years 
and varied life experiences for the priest-
hood. He will graduate next year with a 
master’s degree in divinity.
 “My studies have gone well,” Joel says. 
“Seminary is very in-depth in all teach-
ings of the Catholic faith. It has shown 
me these past five years how deep the 
Church is rooted in truth through the 
scriptures and tradition.”
 Joel also learned a lot about ministry 
outside of the classroom. He taught the 
candidates for Confirmation at a parish 
in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee for an 
entire school year and spent a summer in 
Alaska working at a Catholic hospital for 
the clinical pastoral education program. 
He also took a summer class in the Holy 
Land for a first-hand look at the origins of 
our faith.
 “The most eye-opening aspect of my 
journey has been learning how vast the 
teachings and beliefs of the Catholic 
Church really are,” Joel says. 
 To round out his busy study and 
pastoral schedule, Joel finds time for fun: 
riding his motorcycles, playing golf, bas-
ketball, poker and ping pong, traveling, 
hiking, working out, fishing, shooting and 
camping.

ACCEPTING THE CALL
 Nick was a traditional college student, 

finishing up work on his bachelor’s degree 
in finance and economics at Saint Louis 
University, when he felt called to the 
priesthood.
 “It was never something I grew up 
imagining as a kid,” he says. “The first 
time I had even considered the priesthood 
was my senior year of college after going 
through a reversion back to the faith. But 
looking back, I can definitely see that the 
call was there the whole time. It’s just that 
I was never ready to listen to it.”
 He moved on to Kenrick-Glennon 
Seminary in St. Louis for six more years of 
education. The first two years were spent 
working toward an undergraduate degree 
in philosophy. He now is working on a 
master’s degree in divinity and a master 
of arts from Kenrick-Glennon and a bach-
elor of sacred theology from the Pontifical 
Gregorian University in Rome (in con-
junction with Kenrick-Glennon) with his 
graduation slated for next May.
 “Honestly, one of the biggest surprises 
to me has been how much I’ve enjoyed the 
schoolwork that goes with preparing to be 
a priest,” Nick says. “When I first started, I 
was dreading more time in the classroom, 
but the depth and beauty of theology 
always amazes me. It’s the best opportu-
nity I’ve ever had to study what I love and 
pray with what I study.”
 He has learned much outside the class-
room, too. He has had numerous assign-
ments around the diocese -- at Holy Trin-
ity, St. Teresa and St. Kateri parishes, at 
Camp Ondessonk and in the vocations 
office. He also spoke at two youth events 
at St. Clare Parish.
 “On most assignments, I try to shadow 
the priests I’m with and learn from them,” 
Nick says. “I also try to serve at Mass and 
see where I can help out with different 
ministries in the parish. This year, for 
instance, I taught sixth grade in the Par-
ish School of Religion at Holy Trinity and 
brought Communion to people who are 
unable to make it to Mass.
 “Each assignment has shown me a new 

insight about the priesthood and about 
the life of different parishes. It’s great 
to see so many incredible people in the 
parishes I go to. The amount of dedication 
people show and the stories of people’s 
lives are just incredible to see and hear.”
 Nick also finds time for other activities: 
reading, riding motorcycles, enjoying the 
outdoors, snowboarding and playing ten-
nis, golf, basketball and video games.

GRATITUDE AND ANTICIPATION
 Both men want to thank their families, 
close friends and parish for their support 
in the last five years.
 “There are so many people that I would 
not be able to list all those who have 
prayed and supported me through my 
discernment journey,” Joel says.
 Nick also points to his mentors and 
those praying for them.
 “I am also really grateful for awesome 
priests that have been in my life and have 
been mentors and friends of mine,” he 
says. “And finally, the support and prayers 
and generosity of the entire Catholic com-
munity in St. Clare and other parishes in 
the diocese has been immeasurable. The 
fact that I’m being ordained is evidence 
enough that intercessory prayer works 
because I would simply not be in this posi-
tion without the prayers and support of 
everyone in the diocese.”
 Both say they are going through a 
whirl of emotions as they think about 
their ordination.
 Nick notes: “It’s actually sort of this 
weird balancing act between feeling awe 
and fear at the fact that it’s happening 
for real but at the same time I’ve been 
preparing for it for a while now and feel 
as ready as I can be…. Someday, I’ll look 
back and say, ‘I had no idea what I was 
getting in to!’ I can also say the same 
about entering seminary, as I had no idea 
what I was in for when I first entered 
seminary. But, despite everything, God 
has always provided a way for me to be 
assured that this is what I’m supposed to 
be doing.” 

Eric Ferro is confirmed by Bishop Edward Braxton in May. 
Eric had been baptized Catholic and received First Commu-
nion as a child and chose to return joyfully to the Church as 
an adult for Confirmation. His sponsor is Percy Menzies. Yoshi 
Ignarski, Sam Klein and Jordan Myers were received into the 
Full Communion of the Catholic Church on May 26; their 
photos will be published later. Beth Dunphy, who was 
Confirmed and had her first Eucharist at the Easter Vigil, is 
pictured on page 3.

Confirmation of adult

Deacon ordination (continued)

June Hallowell Photography
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By Matthew Flynn
Director of Adult Faith Formation and Mission
 Our newly revitalized Homebound 
Visitation Ministry has begun collect-
ing information on all parishioners in 
need of sacramental/spiritual and social 
visits, including those already receiving 
these visits. Types of visits include con-
versation and companionship, reception 
of Holy Communion, prayer and reading 
of Scripture and devotional materials.  
 Those who receive visits or who 
request visits for loved ones can indicate 
the type(s) of visit desired.
 With the help of current and new 
volunteers, these parishioners will be 

Homebound Visitation Ministry revamped
Dan Kimutis at dkimutis@msn.com or 
sign up through the Liturgical Ministry 
signups going on now (online at www.
stclarechurch.org or through the cards 
available in the gathering space). 
 Volunteers can choose to help with so-
cial visits, sacramental/spiritual visits or 
both. Volunteers for sacramental/spiritual 
visits will be asked to attend the training 
session for Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion and are given additional 
guidance on leading group Communion 
services and making Communion visits to 
individuals in their homes.

By Matthew Flynn
Director of Adult Faith Formation and Mission
 With the help of parish volunteers 
acting as listening session facilitators 
and recorders, the Young Adult Initia-
tive (YAI) core team held 11 listening 
sessions involving more than 50 people 
from our parish, including young adults, 
their family members and ministry 
leaders. Young adults were the largest 
group of participants.
 Then, on May 1, our YAI core team 
revealed the results of those listen-
ing sessions to members of the parish, 
including parish council and steward-
ship committee members and ministry 
leaders. The core team will continue to 
make the results available in various 
formats and work with ministries and 
ministry leaders to incorporate the les-
sons we have learned and to pass along 
the feedback.
 St. Clare will continue hosting listen-
ing sessions by moving out into the 
community to hear from young adults 
who do not practice their Catholic faith, 
no longer identify as Catholic or never 
were Catholic. These listening sessions 
will be held in public venues like restau-
rants and cafes and will continue to help 

Engaging young adults: Listen and then act

us learn how to engage with all young 
adults, regardless of where they are in 
life.
 St. Clare has already taken steps to 
respond to some of the feedback from 
the listening sessions. This includes 
offering babysitting reimbursements or 
babysitting at events, having a monthly 
evening dedicated to people being able 
to ask questions, creating ways to build 
more intergenerational connections 

in our parish and supporting our new 
mothers’ group.
 The core team will continue to exam-
ine what we have learned and use the 
tools and strategies for innovative think-
ing that have been provided by St. Mein-
rad Seminary and School of Theology in 
order to work on creating new strategies 
and solutions for engaging with and inte-
grating young adults into parish life.

By Stephen Eros
Director of Liturgy and Music
 It’s time for more people to sign up 
to help as we host our annual Liturgi-
cal Ministry Commitment of Time and 
Talent. The signups are for people who 
are new to a certain liturgical ministry. 
If you are already involved, you do not 
need to recommit to that ministry, but 
you can always add another one.
 This year’s goal is to have at least 100 
new signups.  It sounds ambitious. But 
in a parish our size, we can do it! 

Service to Church: Sign up for a liturgical ministry

As the next phase of the Young Adult Initiative (YAI) begins, parishioners discuss the results of the parish’s first set 
of listening sessions with young adults, parents and ministry leaders. The YAI core team is continuing to work on 
new ways to engage young adults and integrate them into parish life.

able to receive better pastoral care 
from our parish and be fed spiritually 
and emotionally, assuring them of their 
continued connection to our parish faith 
community.
 If you have a family member or 
friend in our parish who is home-
bound, in a nursing home or in the 
hospital and needs this ministry, please 
contact the parish office at 618-632-
3562 or marciafix@yahoo.com.  Please 
also contact the office or Marcia if you 
would like your family member or friend 
included in the bulletin prayer list.
 Anyone interested in volunteering to 
help with these visits should contact 

 Please prayerfully consider taking 
part in our parish liturgical ministry 
program. Each ministry is unique in 
the amount of preparation required, 
the visibility of the role and the skill 
set needed.  We are sure you will find 
something just right for you.
 Youth of all ages are eligible for many 
ministries. Please encourage your chil-
dren, grandchildren and friends to sign 
up, too. 
 Liturgical Ministry booklets are avail-
able in the gathering space at church 

and parish office or visit www.stclare-
church.org/ministry to see all that we 
offer. These ministries especially need new 
signups:  Art and Environment, Sound 
Board Operator, Children’s Liturgy of the 
Word Leader or Helper, Nursery Leader or 
Helper and Homebound Visitations.
 Training for all new liturgical ministers 
and refresher courses for all current min-
isters will be held later.   
 God bless you all for your work in build-
ing up the Body of Christ!

mailto:dkimutis@msn.com
http://www.stclarechurch.org
http://www.stclarechurch.org
mailto:marciafix@yahoo.com
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Mrs. Shambro celebrates with her favorite students – 
her grandchildren Connor, Mariah, Kirstie and Holden 
– at her retirement celebration.

REGISTRATION IS OPEN
 Parents who missed St. Clare School’s 
kindergarten registration in January 
should contact the school right away as 
there are still spots open for the 2019-20 
school year.  The school hopes to have three 
small kindergarten classes next year. 
 Registration also is open for grades 1-8 
for the upcoming school year.
 For more information on St. Clare 
School, visit www.saintclareschool.org 
or call Principal Clarice McKay at 632-
6327.
Good Shepherd Preschool hosted registra-
tion for preschool and pre-K (ages 3-5) 
for the 2019-20 school year in February. 
Half day (8:30-11:30 a.m.) and full-day 
(8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.) options may still be 
available with extended care offered until 
3:30 pm. 
 For more information on the Good 
Shepherd Preschool program, contact 
Director Sherri Hertzler at 726-6532 or 
sherhertz5@gmail.com.

BENEFIT DINNER-AUCTION
 St. Clare School supporters enjoyed 
a throw-back dinner auction, with the 
theme “A Knight in the ’80s,” to raise 
funds for the school’s operating budget.  
 Thanks to all of our generous donors 
and volunteers, who made this another 
hugely successful auction.

RETIRING KINDERGARTEN 
TEACHER

 The school celebrated long-time kinder-
garten teacher Anne Shambro, a St. Clare 
parishioner, on her retirement with a 
beautiful Mass and special assembly. Mrs. 
Shambro taught at St. Clare for 24 years 
after teaching six years at another school. 
What an impact she has made on the edu-
cational and faith foundation of countless 
students!
 The school also expressed its appre-
ciation to second-grade teacher Heather 
Hayden and Faith Formation Director 
Diane Overmann, who are leaving this 
year.

FAITH ACTIVITIES
 Fifth-, sixth- and seventh-grade St. 

Vincent de Paul members hosted a car-
nival for the K-2 students. Thanks to a 
generous donation from the St. Clare St. 
Vincent de Paul Society, they were able 
to put on the carnival at no charge to the 
students.
 Students prayed the rosary for the 
parishes that support the school and 
honored Mary at the May Crowning, led 
by the eighth grade. The eighth-graders 
also were honored in a farewell Mass and 
prayer service. Second-graders celebrated 
at a special school Mass after they 
received their First Communion at their 
parishes.
 During Lent, the seventh-graders 
presented a Last Supper skit, and the 
eighth-graders led a Stations of the Cross 
service and participated in the diocese’s 
Chrism Mass.
 The fifth-grade class learned more 
about vocations through trips to the Poor 
Clares’ monastery, Oblates retirement 
home, formation home for Adorers of the 
Blood of Christ and church at Our Lady 
of the Snows.

TALENTS FEATURED
 Students showcased their talents in 
the Talent Show and the Spring Band 
and Recorders Concert. 
 The kindergarten class presented a 

delightful musical, “Every Season has a 
Reason,” at the close of their school year 
on May 17.

WINNING WAYS
 St. Clare won the overall title in the 
Diocesan Track Meet for the 16th year 
in a row. The Junior Girls and Parochial 
Girls won their championships, while 
the Junior Boys and Parochial Boys each 
placed second.
 The school was recognized as the top 
paper recycling school in the county, 
after collecting 152,190 pounds of paper 
this year. The fifth-grade students at-
tended the St. Clair County Health De-
partment’s Earth Day Awards Program 
and enjoyed hands-on activities related 
to health and environmental care.
 Thanks to school families’ plastic 
recycling efforts, the school will receive 
a new bench. St. Clare won first in the 
region in the nationwide Trex Plastic 
Film Recycling Challenge by recycling 
2,000 pounds! 
 Top winners in the Diocesan Speech 
Meet were Cambria Derickson and 
Caroline Jansen; Molly Distler and 
Reece Distler; and Eve Mandis and Carli 
Rose Kaufman, all first place in duets. 
Winners of the Jr. Spelling Bee were 
champion Taylor Stady, third grade, and 
runner-up Lilea Zurliene, second grade.
The Chess Team took second in the 
Diocesan tournament, finishing half a 
point behind St. Teresa’s team. 
 Twenty-seven students were inducted 
into the Honor Society this year.

GRADUATION AND HONORS
 The school celebrated the graduation 
of 48 eighth-grade students at Mass 
on May 14 at St. Nicholas Church. Key 
awards were presented at the gradua-
tion dinner on May 13 at Corpus Christi 
Parish Hall. 
 The students traveled to Chicago and 
Springfield for class trips. They also par-
ticipated in the O’Fallon-Shiloh Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Career Day and the 
O’Fallon Township High School Blizzard.

 Parish School of Religion registration for 
the 2019-20 year is available on the parish 
website at www.stclarechurch.org/parish-
school-of-religion-psr and will be open 
through Aug. 5.  This is for those families 
who did not register in April.
 PSR is for our students in grades K-8 
who are not attending a Catholic school.
 New this year: You may pay online at 
stclarechurch.weshareonline.org/ for your 

Parents can now register, pay online for PSR
convenience.
 Registration also will be available after 
the Masses on the weekends of July 27-28 
and Aug. 3-4. 
 The fee is $65 for the family’s first child 
enrolled and $55 for the second student 
in the family, if registered by Aug. 5. A 
discounted fee of $40 for each additional 
child enrolled is available if two are en-
rolled at the regular fees. After the dead-

line, the fee increases to $90 per student. 
 An open house for parents and stu-
dents is set for the first day of classes on 
Sunday, Sept. 8. Classes are held at St. 
Clare School from 10:30 to 11:40 a.m. on 
Sundays throughout the school year.
 For more information, payment ar-
rangements or waivers, contact Jane Dot-
son at 632-3562 or janeadotson@yahoo.
com.

http://www.saintclareschool.org
https://stclarechurch.weshareonline.org/
mailto:janeadotson@yahoo.com
mailto:janeadotson@yahoo.com
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Welcome to our 
newcomers

Check out 
what’s new in 

stclarechurch.formed.org

 We welcome these newcomers to our St. 
Clare family:
 Linda Putz was led to St. Clare by 
Father Jim. She is a retired math teacher 
and is looking forward to making new 
friends.
 Andy and Amy Love and their son, 
Nick, 19, moved to Scott Air Force Base 
last year from Salt Lake City. They were 
led to St. Clare by several coworkers, who 
recommended the parish. Andy is in the 
U.S. Army, and Amy is a homemaker.
 Esmeralda Torres and her son, 
Oscar Moron, 10
 Ricardo and Christina Sanchez and 
their children, Alaina, 17; Aaden, 9; and 
Alex, 5

 St. Clare of Assisi Catholic Church and 
St. Clare School will co-host a community 
blood drive from 4 to 7 p.m. on Wednes-
day, July 24 in the church Fellowship 
Hall.
 To donate, please contact the office at 
618-632-3562, sign up after Masses on 
July 13-14 or visit www.bloodcenterim-
pact.org and use code 10841 to locate the 
drive.

Blood drive set 
for July 24

 Summer is a great time for faith, fam-
ily, friends and fun. It provides plenty of 
opportunities to build up our spiritual 
habits. Check out these options for per-
sonal, family and community-based faith 
formation opportunities.
 Worship and Prayer. Good habits 
are the cornerstone of the spiritual life. 
It may be tempting to take a break over 
the summer, but now is a great time to 
double up on some habits. Try attending 
a weekday as well as a Sunday Mass and 
praying every day. It is also an oppor-
tunity to begin praying as a couple and 
family or with friends or reading the 
Bible (or children’s Bible) together.
 Family or Friends Time. Summer 
is often a time for vacations, picnics, 
outings and get-togethers. Thanking God 
for these opportunities and appreciating 
them for what they are helps us grow in 
our relationship to God. There are also 
many ways to witness and point out the 
beauty and goodness of God’s gifts and 
to immerse ourselves in the joy of being 
together with loved ones.
 Social Groups. Look into joining the 
Mothers’ Group or Men’s Groups at St. 
Clare. Mothers meet every Thursday 
from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. by the nurs-
ery. Contact Cheyenne Langford at 
crbecker53@gmail.com. The Sec-
ond Saturday Men’s Group meets every 
second Saturday at 6:30 p.m. for movies, 
food and fellowship. Contact Mike Howk 
at mike.howk@gmail.com. The Catholic 
Men for Christ meet every third Wednes-
day at 6:30 p.m. for prayer, fellowship 
and spiritual nourishment. Contact Ken 
Smith at ksmith_1964@yahoo.com. If you 
are interested in joining the new men’s 
reading group, contact Justin Alberico at 
justinalberico2005@gmail.com. Partici-
pants read a 5-10-page selection before-
hand and then meet to discuss.
 Service and Justice. While some par-
ish ministries take a break, our service 
and justice ministries keep going. In 
summer, the House Build and Feed My 
Lambs ministries also kick into action, 
and the Homebound Visitation Ministry 
is starting up as well. Seize the opportu-
nity to make a difference.
 Ask Real Questions, Get Real 
Answers. At “Real Questions, Real An-
swers,” every first Thursday of the month 
(exceptions are July 11 and August 8 due 
to conflicts), Matt Flynn will be in the 
Fellowship Hall at 6:30 p.m. to answer 
and discuss questions about our faith. 
Come with your own questions or to 
learn from the questions of others.

Summer is a time 
for growth in faith Patrick Jurgensmeyer retires

Patrick and Gail Jurgensmeyer are ready to celebrate his retirement as our parish’s 
facilities manager and enjoy some road trips. Pat served the parish well for four years – 
at a time when he could easily have been retired from his previous career. The St. Clare 
Seniors and parish staff members surprised this humble, hard-working, no-nonsense man 
at the Seniors’ May meeting. But you will still see Pat volunteering around the parish. Jett 
Cates, another retiree, has been named the parish’s new facilities manager.

 We welcome these newly baptized chil-
dren: Landon Paul and Abram May-
nard Imes, sons of Brian and Jessica 
Imes; Hudson Timothy Freeman, son 
of Matt and Natalie Freeman; Brecken 
Charles Poettker, son of Keith and 
Amanda Poettker; and Felix Matthew 
Chambers, son of Matt and Stephanie 
Chambers.

 We celebrate the Holy Matrimony of 
Hannah Sabella and David Gruenewald.

 We extend our prayerful sympathy to 
the family and friends of deceased parish-
ioners Carole Songer, Vincent Cortez, 
Jean Green and John Coveleskie.

mailto:crbecker53@gmail.com
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Dated material - please deliver immediately

This year’s First Holy Communion class includes: Jude Alberico, Tony Barragan, Alex Brutto, Jack Chappel, Talon Coffey, Blake 
Cooley, Bo Cullen, Drew Distler, Jack Driscoll, Ella Easley, Emmett Gaspar, Gideon Gentille, Andy Harris, Bella Hataway, Conner 
Homrig, Joshua Huber, Quinn Johnson, Elijah Jordan, Holly Kalmer, Heidi Kazmierczak, Mylee Leisure, Madison Loeffler, Abigail 
O’Keefe, Alyssa Peel, Oliver Persing, Anne Marie Pierre, Brennen Reed, Lilyana Rivera-Sanders, Madison Santimaw, Dylan 
Schiefelbein, Kacie Schoby, Allyson Siville, Addison Stoltz, Stella Tebbe, Veronica Timpson, Lavin Tull, Tyson Voss, Kaitlyn 
Walford, Oliver Warren, Landon Wiggins, Amelia Wohlgemuth, Reagan Woomer, Samantha Wulf and Lilea Zurliene. Most of them 
celebrated their First Communion at Mass on April 28.

Congratulations to our First Communicants


