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      A LITTLE BACKGROUND      

With a thriving parish of 1,100 households - one of the largest in 

the Diocese of Belleville - it’s amazing to consider that the hub of 

St. Clare’s administration and organization operates in an 80-

year-old repurposed farmhouse that stands on a hill at the church 

entrance. 

In its past life, this old house was a home to one of our parish’s great benefac-

tors, the late Mr. Louis Rasp. When we built our current church on the farmland 

Louis gifted us, we chose to incur less construction debt by converting the old 

farmhouse into temporary parish offices. This “temporary” arrangement is now 

in its 13th year and needs to be replaced. 

2001 - Parish Benefactor Louis Rasp 

The farmhouse office building today has leaky ceilings, heating and cooling problems, unpredictable telephone 

and internet service, and failing plumbing systems. With difficult stairs for an entrance and staff offices located 

on the second floor, accessibility is challenging and often impossible for some of our parishioners and visitors. 



Another cost-saving decision we made 

when building our church was to down-

size our common social areas, including 

our kitchen and Fellowship Hall, meet-

ing rooms, nursery and storage areas. 

 

WHY BUILD NOW? 
 

In the spring of 2018, we gathered together parishioners, ministry leaders and staff in a town hall meeting to en‐

gage in discussion about our facilities’ strengths and shortcomings. The parishioners who were present voiced 

unanimous and heartfelt support for building new offices and extra meeting rooms.  Further, participants voiced 

a real interest in an expanded Fellowship Hall and kitchen to better serve the needs of our growing parish. 

We have done our best to make creative use of every inch of our building. On busy days you may find meetings 

taking place in the tiny St. Clare Chapel, choir room, and even in open hallways. Our Fellowship Hall seats a 

maximum of 120 persons, just a fraction of our parish family, and bursts at the seams at parish gatherings, 

youth events, meetings, and popular presentations such as the annual Lenten Soup and Speaker series. 



 

We have collaborated again with BCDM Architects, the designers of our church, to 
study our needs and propose solutions. These imaginative designs unite our church 
building, parish offices and new meeting rooms under one roof. This redesign will also 
allow us to relocate and double the size of our nursery. 

 

Our large, busy parish requires adequate, 

modern administrative offices and ample flexible 

space for pastoral activities, meetings, 

educational presentations and social 

celebrations. We envision a facility that is useful 

and accessible throughout the week as well as 

on Sundays. The success of this campaign will 

allow us to better serve each other and all those 

we welcome through our doors now and 

for decades to come.
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Additional construction and reconfiguring will increase the capacity of our Fellowship 
Hall, update and expand our kitchen and create storage space for use by our parish 
ministries. It’s a plan that will achieve our present goals and accommodate future 
growth as well. 

Our large, busy parish requires adequate,  

modern administrative offices and ample flexible 

space for pastoral activities, meetings,  

educational presentations and social  

celebrations. We envision a facility that is useful 

and accessible throughout the week as well as 

on Sundays. The success of this campaign will  

allow us to better serve each other and all those 

we welcome through our doors now and  

for decades to come. 
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For we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s building.  1 Corinthians 3:9 

We need YOU to commit to making a very generous pledge to our campaign to accomplish this build-

ing addition.  Just as you and your family have ever-changing needs around your house, your St. Clare 

family asks for your financial support to meet our parish family’s needs. 

We all are called to make a sacrificial gift in order to ensure the success of this 
project. Making a sacrificial gift requires us to choose something we will give 
up or do without in order to make a generous gift to the campaign. 

          YOUR CONTRIBUTION MATTERS 



PRIMARY GOAL: 
OFFICE & MEETING ROOMS 

 
• PASTORAL STAFF OFFICES 

• ADMINISTRATIVE  OFFICES 

• THREE MEETING ROOMS 

• LARGER NURSERY 

• RECEPTION & WAITING AREA  
• STORAGE ROOM 

• WORKROOM & BREAKROOM 

• RESTROOMS 

 

 

$1,600,000 

CHALLENGE GOAL: 
EXPANDED 

FELLOWSHIP HALL & KITCHEN 

 
• EXPANDED FELLOWSHIP HALL 

• ADDITIONAL SEATING 

• NEW LARGER KITCHEN 

• STORAGE ROOM 

• FAMILY RESTROOM 
 

 

$1,000,000 

A) THREE YEAR PLEDGE 
 

Think about the most you can give each month, and 
make a valuable commitment in support of your parish 
family. 

B) ONE YEAR PLEDGE 
 

For those who can only commit to one year of giving, 
even short‐term gifts will help us reach our goal. 

C) STOCK & BONDS/PROPERTY 
 

Every type of donation matters. For gifts other than 
cash, please contact the parish office. 

OUR CAMPAIGN GOALS MAKE YOUR COMMITMENT 

MARCH 2 & 3 

By each of us coming together and sharing our gifts, 
our parish will be able to build these much‐needed 
spaces. Take a look at the pledge card included with 
this booklet. It provides helpful guidelines to giving, 
with charts presenting ways for each of us to make a 
pledge that is both meaningful and manageable. 
Prayerfully reflect on your sacrificial gift, make your 
pledge and return the card at Masses the weekend of 
March 2‐3. Pledge cards may also be mailed to the par‐
ish office. Your participation in this campaign will allow 
us to better serve one another as we serve our God. 
Thanks for your generous support of St. Clare Parish! 



 

Having just completed  

150 years of service  

and witness in  

our community,  

it is time to look ahead  

to the next 150 years. 

St. Clare of Assisi Catholic Church 

1411 Cross Street + O'Fallon, Illinois 62269 

(618) 632-3562 

stclarechurch.org 

St. Clare of Assisi, pray for us! 


