
Dec. 8 Masterworks Chorale 
  concert, 7:30 p.m. in   
  church
Dec. 14 First Reconciliation, 
  (second grade families)
  10 a.m. in church
Dec. 15 Advent Reflective Concert
  6:30 p.m. in church
Dec. 19  Advent Penance Service, 
  7 p.m.
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Mass, 
  4:30 p.m. and 11 p.m. 
Dec. 25  Christmas Day Mass, 
  10 a.m. 
  (Prelude music begins 30  
  minutes before each 
  Christmas Mass.)
Dec. 31 Eucharistic Adoration with  
  guided prayer 11 p.m. to  
  12:30 a.m.
Jan. 1 Mass for Solemnity of   
  Mary, The Holy Mother of  
  God 10 a.m. (Holy Day)

Advent and 
Christmas 
schedule
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By Kathy Sjoquist
Stewardship Committee
 It’s difficult to get through an hour — 
let alone a full day — without hearing 
the ring, beep, chime or other exotic 
audible tone of a nearby “smart” device 
sounding off. Sometimes we answer the 
call that beckons our attention. Other 
times, we tune it out.
 As members of St. Clare and the 
universal Catholic Church, we find 
ourselves on the receiving end of a very 
different, very important call — the call 
of the Holy Spirit inviting us to do our 
share in supporting our parish. This call 
to stewardship means prayerfully com-
mitting a percentage of one’s household 
income as a tithe given back to God in 
gratitude for all the good things we’ve 

The Spirit calls us to share; are you listening?

been given. 
 Every active parish household recent-
ly received a brochure describing the 
good works St. Clare accomplishes with 
parishioners’ financial support and an 
overview of the many areas your contri-

butions fund. While our formal, annual 
“commitment weekend” for tithing has 
already passed, know that it is never too 
late to answer the Spirit’s call and do 
your part as a St. Clare steward. 
 Using your weekly envelopes is a great 
way to start. Or, consider setting up an 
automatic draw using direct deposit or 
the convenient WeShare online giving 
system. You’ll find all you need to begin 
at stclarechurch.org/donate or stclare-
church.weshareonline.org. If you prefer, 
information is also available by calling 
the parish office at 618-632-3562.
 God has blessed us all with many good 
things. Will you return a portion, with 
gratitude, to help support our parish? It’s 
your call…

By Stephen Eros
Director of Liturgy and Music
 I remember always being aware of the 
current liturgical season while grow-
ing up. It didn’t come from catechetical 
settings — religion class, conversation 
at home or reading books. Rather, it was 
all hands-on for me. My parents were in 
the choir at St. Mary Parish in Belleville, 
and my dad was involved with the art 
and environment committee. Being 
around these two ministries during my 
childhood was immensely formative 
for me. As I grew up, I got involved 
with playing instruments at Mass and 
“helping” dad and the team on decorat-
ing days. These were constants in my life 
well through my teen years.
 While I was certainly more aware of 
liturgical time, that didn’t mean I always 
understood it. Time passes differently 
for the young. So, seasons like Advent 
and Lent require some “growing into.” 
At some point in my late teens, I was 
able to understand the purpose of these 
preparatory seasons; several years later 
I found myself looking forward to these 
“seasons of waiting” and how I could 

Growing in faith through 
the mystery of time

experience them in their fullness. Some-
thing finally clicked. 
 Advent calls us to deepen our think-
ing about the incarnation beyond our 
culture’s sometimes saccharine portrayal 
of Christ’ts birth. It’s truly incredible 
that God chose to become man, and the 
way He did it is mind boggling. And as 
we “look forward to the resurrection of 
the dead,” the second coming, we reflect 
on death. We reflect on the death of our 
loved ones and we face the reality that 
our own earthly bodies will die. With 
faith, this isn’t as bad as it sounds. 
Remember, “God is not God of the dead, 
but of the living, for to Him all are alive.” 
(Luke 20:38) These are the deep, hard-to-
swallow truths that are embodied in the 
scriptures of the Advent season.
 Maybe this is Advent for you, or maybe 
Advent is still engulfed by the secular 
chaos of shopping malls, social events and 
more. I don’t think anyone can say they 
have “too much Advent” in their life, so I 
challenge you to adopt some new practice 
this year.
 If you don’t have an Advent wreath 
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 Our building committee and I have 
tried our best to keep you updated on the 
progress of our building project with reg-
ular articles and Mass announcements, 
but there are always questions that pop 
up.
 First, thanks to all of you who give 
monthly to our Development Fund 
envelope (and online), which allows us to 
move forward with planning and design-
ing our building addition. 
 Next, here are some answers to ques-
tions that parishioners have asked after 
missing some of my previous articles on 
this exciting project:
 •   The building will consist of two 
“wings” off either side of the main church 
entrance.
 •  The west wing will have 10 offices, 
three conference rooms and other admin-
istrative space.

Answering questions on our building project

 •  The current library will be converted 
to a large nursery, and the current nurs-
ery will be changed into a small meeting 
and faith-sharing room.
 •  The east wing will double the size of 
the current Harter Fellowship Hall and 
triple the size of our kitchen. This area 
will include plenty of storage space in 
this area as well.
 •  We plan to break ground in April, 
and our builder estimates it will take 

about five months to complete.
 •  The current office building (the old 
Rasp farmhouse) will be taken down and, 
sometime in the future, that land will be 
converted for more parking.
 We are excited to be working on the 
“design development” phase (building 
details) with BCDM Architects and our 
selected builder, The Korte Company. 
 For those who made a generous pledge 
to our campaign last spring, thanks for 
keeping up with your pledge payments.  
 For those who are new to our parish or 
want to donate without a formal pledge, 
please use the red envelope in your pack-
et marked “capital campaign/monthly 
mortgage payment,” or donate online at 
stclarechurch.org/donate to be an active 
part of this project, which allows us to 
leave a lasting legacy for us and many 
generations of Catholics to come.

Father Baltazar and Father Aldo, two priests serving our sister parish in Guatemala, Our Lord of Esquipulas, visited our parish in 
September to continue to build relationships with us. While here, they met with the St. Clare Moms' Group, as well as our Guate-
mala Committee and other groups of parishioners. They enjoyed talking with Father Vince Haselhorst (white shirt), a pioneer in our 
diocese's ministries in Guatemala, and took in Oktoberfest and a Cardinals-Cubs baseball game.

Guatemalan parish priests make connections

Photos by Tom Grimmig and Matt Flynn
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From the German beer and bratwurst to the 5K run and kids’ games, the 19th annual St. Clare Oktoberfest offered fun for the 
entire area. The event’s great reputation and beautiful weather brought out the crowds. While parishioners worked the booths, 
they also nurtured parish community spirit by working with new folks or renewing old friendships. Thanks to everyone who 
helped make this another wonderful festival, which raised money to help pay down our mortgage.

Oktoberfest puts the ‘fun’ in fund-raising

Photos by Eric Ferro, Jack Leisure and Dan Walford
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FAITH-FILLED LEARNING
 At the annual parent night, sixth- 
through eighth-grade parents learned 
about the school’s updated approach to 
religious education for those grade levels 
and gave their suggestions for areas on 
which to focus. Father Bill is now working 
on question and answer sessions with 
the eighth-graders, while Father Jim 
continues to teach church history to sev-
enth-graders.
 Students celebrated All Saints Day by 
researching saints and trying to “stump 
the pastors” with a quiz after the Masses. 
 Fifth-grade classes celebrated the Feast 
of St. Francis with a pet blessing.
 The sixth-grade students were pre-
sented with Bibles at a special Mass with 
family members.
 The school honored military veterans 
and active personnel who are parents, 
grandparents and siblings of St. Clare 
students during a Veterans’ Day prayer 
service.

DIOCESAN CHAMPIONS
 Our soccer, baseball and cross country 
teams had exciting seasons this fall. Win-
ning first-place trophies in the Diocesan 
Tournament were the boys’ soccer team in 
the parochial division and the girls’ soccer 
team in the junior division. The boys’ cross 
country team took third in the Southern 
Illinois State Meet.

STEAM AT SAFB
 Eighth-graders participated in a 
STEAM day at Scott Air Force Base with 
plenty of activities centering on science, 
technology, engineering, art and math.

MUSICAL PEFORMANCES
 A Christmas concert featuring the 
bands and grade-one students is slated for 
1:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 9. 
The Cantor Club will present an Advent 
play at 1:30 p.m. on Dec. 17.  The Good 
Shepherd Preschool Christmas program 
will be at 6:30 p m. on Dec. 17.

HELPING OUR NEIGHBORS
 As the school celebrated the Feast of 
St. Vincent de Paul, students and their 
families donated food, toiletries and paper 
products to the O’Fallon Food Pantry.
 Nourish His People volunteers continue 
to make sandwiches before school each 

month for the soup kitchen. They make up 
to 600 sandwiches a month.
 St. Clare School again accepted the Trex 
Recycling Challenge, which it won last 
year. The school is collecting items that 
normally don’t go into curbside recycling: 
grocery bags, bread bags, case over-wrap, 
dry cleaning bags, newspaper sleeves, ice 
bags, wood pellet bags, Ziploc-style lunch 
bags, produce bags, bubble wrap, salt bags, 
and cereal bags. All must be clean and free 
of food residue.

FALL FESTIVAL FUN
 St. Clare Parents and Friends hosted 
another fun Fall Festival! Thanks to the 
parents and students who volunteered and 
participated in the contests (chili cookoff, 
pumpkin decorating and pie eating).

SANTA’S FUN SHOP
 Students will get a chance to shop at 

Santa’s Fun Shop on Dec. 6-7 in the school 
gym and cafeteria. The annual event offers 
the children a way to purchase gifts for 
family and friends at prices between $1 
and $10. Parents can shop in a vendors’ 
section. This year, the students will be 
asked to bring gifts to give to children in 
need through Catholic Urban Programs.

RAFFLE THANK YOU
 Thanks to all the parents, students, pa-
rishioners, family and friends for support-
ing our raffle to make it a success. This 
fundraiser, as well as the annual gift-giv-
ing campaign and the auction, provide 
10 percent of our income for our general 
operating budget. 
 Save the date for the annual St. Clare 
School auction. It will be Friday, Feb. 28 
at the Regency Conference Center.

Congratulations to the St. Clare Knights junior girls’ soccer team, which won first in the Diocesan 
Tournament.

Congratulations to the St. Clare Knights parochial boys’ soccer team, which took first in the 
Diocesan Tournament.

 St. Clare Catholic School and its Good 
Shepherd Preschool and Pre-Kinder-
garten program invite people interested 
in learning more about the school to an 
open house from 1:30 to 3 p.m. on Sun-
day, Jan. 26 at St. Clare School. Kinder-
garten registration for 2020-21 also will 
be held at that time.
 St. Clare School is located at 214 W. 
Third St. by the old St. Clare Church in 
downtown O’Fallon and instructs stu-

School to host open house, registration
dents in grades K-8 at that location.  
 St. Clare School offers the Good Shep-
herd program for children ages 3-5 in the 
Good Shepherd Center at St. Nicholas 
Parish. 
 In addition, St. Clare School will cele-
brate Catholic Schools Week Jan. 26-Feb. 
1 with a number of activities for students, 
teachers, parents, alumni, staff and 
parishes. This year’s theme is “Catholic 
Schools: Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed.”

 The week wraps up with a pan-
cake dinner at 6 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 
1 in the school cafeteria and gym. 
Everyone is invited to attend the 
dinner, which is hosted by St. Clare 
Parents and Friends. Donations to 
St. Clare Parents and Friends will be 
accepted at the door.
 For more information, contact St. 
Clare School at 618-632-6327 or Good 
Shepherd Preschool at 618-726-6532.
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By Matt Flynn
Director of Adult Faith Formation and Mission
 As the Young Adult Initiative 
(YAI) moves through its second 
year in our parish, we are now 
taking action. We are excited to 
be developing new and creative 
ways to engage with and integrate 
young adults into parish life. 
 This comes after spending the 
first year of YAI – along with 
14 other parishes throughout 
the Midwest and Midsouth – on 
research and listening, which we 
continue to do.
 After our information gathering 
phase, we have had to reconsider what 
young adult ministry looks like. Young 
adults cover a broad age range and a 
variety of life situations: married, single, 
with children, without children, profes-
sional, in school, seeking a job or career, 
living with parents, living alone, sharing 
space with a roommate and more. 
Having one group or ministry for each of 
them just doesn’t work. Instead, we de-
cided to focus our energy on a few things 
we heard from many young adults.
 Young adults want opportunities to 
meet and bond with other young adults, 
but they are also seeking intergenera-
tional relationships in our parish and 
would like to get involved in parish life. 
So, our YAI core team has started a 
series of social events for young adults 
while also working with parish leaders 
to help them better understand young 
adults and find ways that we can help 
young adults become more imbedded in 
the fabric of our parish. 
 Your own acts of welcome and hos-
pitality make a huge difference for the 

Young Adult Initiative begins action plan

young adults who receive them. Smiles, 
words of welcome, introducing yourself 
and learning their names, inviting them 
to a parish event, encouraging them 
when their children have a bad day 
at Mass or sitting with a single young 
adult, who is alone, all make a huge 
difference to young adults.
 Additionally, some of the young adults 
in our parish are looking for ways to 
grow in their faith lives. For instance, 
they like Eucharistic Adoration and 
adult faith formation events, especial-
ly ones that allow for questions and 
discussion. But parents with young chil-
dren struggle to attend parish events, so 
we provide babysitting and/or babysit-
ting reimbursements (depending on the 
event) for parents with young children.
 We also heard in our research that 
many young adults do not read bulle-
tins, so we have added a texting service 
that allows us to communicate directly 
with any young adult who subscribes. 
Young adults just have to text “YAs” to 
84576.
 Lastly, we are continuing to seek 
ways to engage with young adults who 

Parishioners brought their wonderful pets to be blessed on an October Saturday, near the Feast of St. Francis (Oct. 4). Deacon Dennis led the 
prayer service and blessed the pets, and St. Francis (Tom Grimmig) visited with the animals.

Blessing of pets

Photos by Eric Ferro and Patricia Leisure

Want to go to a free 
Young Adults event?
What: “What Would Jesus Dew?” gour-
met pizza and fellowship; presentation 
and discussion on Jesus and young 
adult life
Who: For all young adults
When: Thursday, Dec. 5 at 6 p.m.
Where: Dewey’s Pizza, O’Fallon

What: “Holiday Party:” Celebrate 
the holidays with dinner and drinks 
provided
Who: For all young adults
When: Saturday, Jan. 11 at 6 p.m.
Where: Jon & Lisa Harter’s Home, 940 
Brookdale Ct., O’Fallon
 Babysitting reimbursement is avail-
able for both events; contact matthew-
flynn5@gmail.com or call 618-632-3562.
 To get connected to the St. Clare 
Young Adults, text “YAs” to 84576.

do not attend St. Clare regular-
ly or at all. Many young adults 
are looking for or need more 
relationships and connections 
in their life, so part of the YAI 
for St. Clare is simply being a 
good neighbor, coworker, boss, 
godparent/sponsor and/or family 
member who is willing to go the 
extra step in walking with a 
young adult in life.
    These steps that we take now 
are signposts on the road to a 
future in which young adults 

are integrated into St. Clare as a vibrant, 
active and necessary part of our Church.

St. Clare young adults, from left, Cheyenne Langford, Brandon Geloke, 
Elijah Oltean and Marla Schulte give ideas to parish ministry leaders on  
how to encourage young adults to be more engaged in our parish.

mailto:matthewflynn5@gmail.com
mailto:matthewflynn5@gmail.com


6 The Eye Opener of St. Clare Catholic Community

Families filled St. Clare's east parking lot for Trunk or Treat and chili cookoff fun. Creative car trunks and costumes were show-cased at the event. 
Thanks to the Hospitality Committee for hosting. At bottom left, chili cookoff winners were, from right to left, Judy Menzies, first place; Linda 
Rademacher, second; and Daniel Hollen, third.

Trunk or Treat is ‘spooktacular’

Photos by Patricia Leisure

 Look for these faith formation opportuni-
ties, including some great ways to embrace 
Advent and to start the new year.
 •  Advent booklets, featuring reflec-
tions on the daily readings written by our 
own parishioners, available starting the 
weekend of Nov. 23-24.
 •  Book sale sponsored by the Daugh-
ters of St. Paul, Nov. 30-Dec. 1 in the Gath-
ering Space.
 •  “Real Questions,” Dec. 12, Jan. 9 
and Feb. 6, 6:30-8 p.m. Ask questions or 
discuss and learn from the questions of 
others. Babysitting provided.
 •  Weekly evening Eucharistic Ad-

Discover the light of Christ in the dark of winter
Adult faith formation

oration, 6-7 p.m. on Tuesdays, starting 
Jan. 14 with an introduction to Adoration 
by Father Jim.
 •  Parish Retreat Reunion, Jan. 25, 
6:30-8 p.m. This night is for all past par-
ish retreat participants to come together 
to eat, socialize and be nourished spir-
itually. Look for additional information 
through the parish emails, bulletins and 
facebook.
 •  “Marriage, Divorce, and Annul-
ments: Realities and Myths,” Jan. 30, 
6:30-8 p.m. This presentation by Matt Flynn 
covers the Church’s definition of “marriage,” 
the difference between a divorce and an 

annulment, what is involved in the annul-
ment process and how an annulment can 
bring great healing. Babysitting provided.
 •  Marriage Enrichment Night, Feb. 
8, 6:30-8:30 p.m. This night is a chance for 
married couples to gather to focus on how 
to continue growing in their marriages. 
Good for couples married 1 day or 100 
years. Look for information about food, 
RSVPs and babysitting coming soon.
   •  Women’s Welcome Experience, 
Feb. 22-23, and Men’s Welcome Expe-
rience, March 21-22. These are great 
opportunities to discover what is missing 
in your life and what to do about it.

 For the last three years, St. Clare has 
made our own Advent booklets. When we 
provided booklets from various companies 
with a reflection a day, only about 150 
booklets were taken. So, we started mak-
ing our own, using reflections from our 
parishioners.
 The first year, we decided to be bold and 
printed 500. We ran out and had to print 
more. The second year, we printed 600 

Advent booklets continue to grow in popularity
to be safe — it was barely enough. Last 
year, we finally seemed to get it right. So, 
this year, of course, we are adding some-
thing new.
 We received great enthusiasm from 
the groups of parishioners the parish 
staff asked to write reflections on the 
Scripture readings for each weekday in 
Advent. So, we added reflections for the 
three days in the Christmas Season — 

the Holy Family; Mary, Mother of God; 
and Epiphany.
 The booklets will be available the 
weekend of Nov. 23-24, following the 
Masses for Christ the King. As you 
prepare for Jesus’ coming this Advent, 
take heart from St. Charles Borromeo, 
who said, “In meditation, we find the 
strength to bring Christ to birth in our-
selves and in others.” 
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Welcome to our newcomers
 We welcome these newcomers to St. 
Clare Parish: 
 Carrie Nelson and Rick Jones chose 
St. Clare after attending the Triduum 
Masses and were moved by the mu-
sic, the liturgy and the warmth of the 
community. Carrie works as a personal 
assistant/household manager, and Rick 
does freelance IT work and is in training 
to be a full stack network engineer. They 
are excited to be part of such an active, 
community-driven parish and look for-
ward to meeting more people.
 Joshua and Michelle Kessler and 
their children, Colton, 7, and twins Bel-
la and Bennet, 2, recently moved here 
from Carey, OH. Josh is an operator tech-
nician with Marathon Petroleum in Wood 
River, and Michelle is an independently 
licensed mental health counselor. They 
are excited to be included in St. Clare 
and feel encouraged to continue their 
Catholic journey with God!
 Geri Ashby moved to the area three 
years ago and was led to St. Clare 
through her daughter. Geri is a surgery 
techician. 
 Matthew Clark recently moved 
here from Tupelo, MS, but is a native of 
McAlester, OK. Matthew is a pharmacy 
resident at Hospice of Southern Illinois. 
He loves to hunt, fish and watch college 
football.
 Dolores Dorozynski moved here in 
November 2017 from Utica, NY, to live 
with her daughter, Kristin Geis, and her 
family. Kristin and John Geis and their 
three children are members of St. Clare. 
Dolores is a retired high school math 
teacher, who also worked with special edu-
cation math teachers and their students.
 Bryan and Anne Guignon, and their 
children, David, 4, Lucy, 2, and Benja-
min, 1, recently moved back here from 
the Chicago area. They were led to St. 
Clare because of the large, active parish 

and school. Bryan is a podiatrist with 
Advanced Ankle and Foot Surgeons, and 
Anne is at home with the children.
 Zachary and Laurie Hopper moved 
to the area from Alton, IL, in November 
2018. Laurie was a student at St. Clare 
School in kindergarten and first grade! 
Zach is a program manager, and Laurie is 
a nurse practitioner. She also teaches part 
time in the nursing program at SIUE. 
They are looking forward to meeting oth-
er people in the parish.
 Nathan Wagner and Rachel 
Schwarzkopf
 Andy and Erica Branz and their chil-
dren, Maria, 5, Juliette, 3, and Drew, 3 
months
 Judy Klein
 David and Stephanie Czesak and their 
children, Madison, 9 and Brendan, 7
 Alene Mossa
 Raul Perez and Jessica Burns
 Yvonne LaRosa and her children, 
Isabella, 18, and Joseph, 12
 Connor and Alexandra Spelic and 
their daughters, Cora, 5, and Eleanor, 2
 Steven and Jenna Cosentino and 
their son, Aaron, 1
 Rodney and Adrienne Williams and 
their children, Madison, 10, and Logan, 8
 Paul and Joni Garrett and their chil-
dren, Isabel, 12, Gavin, 10, and Reagan, 7
 Michael and Deborah Wehr
 Katarzyna Kuc and her daughters, 
Lea, 11, and Angela, 7
 Toria Heil and her son, Matthew 
Harvey, 5
 Ryan Asselin and Elizabeth Mackey 
and their children, Alyssa, 17, Jay, 12, 
and Mia, 4 months
 John and Jaime McDaniel and their 
daughter, Ava, 3
 Tom and Val Scolarici and their sons, 
Noah, 6, Owen, 6, and Thomas, 4
 Andrew and Meghan Timko and 
their sons, Oliver, 10 and Wilson, 8

Seniors celebrate 
the season

 The Masterworks Chorale, Children’s 
Choruses and Orchestra will present “A 
Masterworks Holiday Concert: Christmas 
Ancient and New” at St. Clare on Sunday, 
Dec. 8 at 7:30 p.m. The concert will fea-
ture a candlelight procession and favorite 
carols. 
 Tickets are $25 for adults, $20 for 
adults 65 and older or military and $10 
for students. Call 618-304-9094; vis-
it eventbrite.com; or email marketing@
singmasterworks.org.
 In addition, the O’Fallon Township High 
School choirs will perform their holiday 
concert at 7 p.m. on Dec.10 at St. Clare. 
The concert is free and open to the public.

Christmas concerts 
set at St. Clare

 We welcome these newly baptized chil-
dren: Lucille Takacs, daughter of Nick 
and Jenna Takacs; Charlotte Barud, 
daughter of Patrick and Ashley Barud, 
Josephine Pruett, daughter of David 
and Dorothy Pruett; Bennett Pope, son 
of Charles and Kristina Pope; Anastasija 
Moore, daughter of Steven and Kristina 
Moore; Alivia Kicielinski, daughter of 
Casey and Jessica Kicielinski; Matthew 
Harvey, son of Matthew Harvey and 
Toria Huller; Alyssa Ferro, daughter of 
Eric and Kris Ferro; Drew Branz, son of 
Andy and Erica Branz; Hadassah Na-
munyola, daughter of Teza Simunyola 
and Nkumba Nakazwea; Alivia Pankey, 
daughter of Tyler and Amanda Pankey; 
and Lucille Spelic, daughter of Connor 
and Alexandra Spelic. 

 We celebrate the Holy Matrimony of 
Chelsea Corpuz and Evan Renaud, 
Nicole Boewe and Brandon Fricke, 
Rachel McCulley and Patrick Shuff, 
and Audrey Stutsman and Jason Oli-
va.

 We extend our prayerful sympathy to 
the family and friends of deceased parish-
ioners Gail Jurgensmeyer, Richard 
Orr, Paul Riley and David Larson.

 The St. Clare Seniors will enjoy a 
potluck dinner with fried chicken and a 
gift exchange at their Christmas party on 
Monday, Dec. 9. 
 Please bring a side dish or dessert and 
a $5 gift for the gift exchange game. The 
meeting is at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall. 
 Any parishioner over 55 and their 
friends from any parish are invited to join 
the club, which usually meets at 6:30 p.m. 
on the second Monday of the month. Call 
Judy Bugger at 632-4074 for more details.

Growing in faith (cont.)
in your domestic church (home), that’s a 
great place to start. Googling “Catholic 
Advent Practices” is a good next step. 
Have fun! 
 Several years ago, we began the tra-
dition of making one of our Christmas 
trees an “Advent Tree.” We bought mainly 
purple decorations for it, with some gold 
and Gaudete pink accents. On Christmas 
morning, we change it over to reds, golds 
and whites. It’s a simple tradition com-
pletely void of obvious catechesis. But my 
hope is that we are forming our children 
the same way my parents formed me. 
Someday, I hope it will all click for them 
like it clicked for me.

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/masterworks-chorale-16480456265
mailto:marketing@singmasterworks.org
mailto:marketing@singmasterworks.org
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Dated material - please deliver immediately

By Matthew Flynn
Director of Adult Faith Formation and Mission
 As Catholics, we give gifts at Christ-
mas because of Jesus, who is the best gift 
we could ever receive and who Himself 
received gifts shortly after His birth. In 
that spirit, please consider these ways to 
give some gifts this year.
 •  The Giving Tree, Nov. 23-Dec. 8.
A great way for a family to choose, shop 
for, wrap and give gifts together. Each 
gift goes to a family or a homeless person 
being helped by our local St. Vincent de 
Paul (SVDP) Conference. All the families 
have qualified for assistance from SVDP 
in the last year and receive a check-in 
phone call to see if they need help with 
gifts leading up to Christmas. Not all 
families say yes. 
 For each family, children can request 
three gifts and parents one. Volunteers 
try to keep the requests at a reasonable 
price, but not all volunteers know how 
much every request will cost. Similar-
ly, some items have a wide price range 
(shoes could be $10 or much more). Most 
gifts can be purchased for $25 or less, but 
parishioners are encouraged to be as gen-
erous as possible if they are able to spend 
more. 
 This year, the Giving Tree coordinators 
are also asking for coats and blankets 

Spreading the true spirit of Christmas
for the homeless, along with some hats, 
gloves, socks and scarves.
 Starting Nov. 23, pick an ornament, 
shop for the gift listed, wrap it (no bows), 
place the identifying tag securely on the 
outside of the package and return the 
gift to the church no later than Dec. 8.
 •  Book Sale, sponsored by the 
Daughters of St. Paul, Nov. 30 and Dec. 
1. This is an excellent opportunity to 
buy religious and spiritual works to help 
nourish our loved ones and support an 
important ministry.
 •  Fair Trade and Bridge Bread 
Sale, Dec. 14-15. Fair trade, handmade 
nativity sets, coffee, chocolate, tea and 
pastries make great gifts and are avail-
able in the gathering space.  All proceeds 
support just wages, dignified work and 
charitable projects.
 •  Guatemala Scholarship Fund. 
Donate in someone’s honor, helping send 
a child from a poor family in our sister 
parish to school. Use the pink Guatema-
la envelope from your monthly envelope 
packet and note that your donation 
is for the Scholarship Fund or donate 
online at stclarechurch.org/donate. 
Checks should be made payable to St. 
Clare Church. Contact Laura Polillo at 
lpacmt@gmail.com or (618) 541-9680 for 
more information.

Ornament features 
the Christ child
 A new, limited-edition Christmas or-
nament depicting St. Clare Church art 
will debut during Advent. This year’s 
ornament features a photograph of our 
vintage, painted-plaster figure of the In-
fant Jesus, one of the art treasures that 
was brought over from the old St. Clare 
Church on Third Street. This figure is 
displayed in our gathering space every 
Christmas season.
 The porcelain ornament also includes 
the scripture verse: “And they shall 
name Him Emmanuel, ‘God is with us.’”
 This year’s ornament is the 12th in a 
series of collectors’ ornaments.
 The ornaments will be sold for $10 
each after weekend Masses starting on 
Nov. 30. Proceeds benefit the parish’s 
building fund. For more information, 
contact Ellen Gravlin at 618-531-9151.


