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‘Our own’ Advent booklets a continuing success

 Each month our parish offers Eucharis-
tic Adoration for 24 hours from Sunday 
afternoon until the noon Mass on Mon-
day. And all are invited to take part by 
sitting silently with God in the Eucharist 
for 15 minutes, 30 minutes, an hour or 
more. 
 To encourage more parishioners and 
guests from other parishes to take part in 
this peaceful, quiet, restful time with God 
in our church, we are hosting a “sign-up 
drive” on the weekend of December 1-2.
 What IS Eucharistic Adoration? 
Father Jim will host a 15-minute “how-

Try Adoration
for a powerful
way to pray

 Good stewards are often called on to 
share their talents, at times in unique 
and unexpected ways. Here at St. Clare, 
we are entering our third year of “home-
made” Advent prayer booklets, featuring 
reflections written by our fellow parishio-
ners.
 Filled with insights and prayers 
composed by folks in our own pews, these 
booklets have proven to be very popular. 
When we provided booklets produced by 
various companies with a reflection for 
each day, only about 150 booklets were 
picked up by parishioners and guests. So, 
we struck on the idea to make our own, 
using reflections from our own, insightful 
parishioners.
 The first year, we decided to be bold 
and printed 500. We ran out and had to 
print more. Last year, we printed 600 
to be safe — it was barely enough. This 
year, we are putting them out a week 
early, on Nov. 24-25, so that, if we run 
out, we have time to make more.
 So how does this work? Each year, in 
early September, the parish staff decides 
on a group or groups of parishioners to 
invite to write reflections on the Scripture 
readings for each weekday in Advent.
 Each person who agrees to help is as-
signed a day (some request days as well). 

Then our writers spend a couple weeks 
praying and reflecting on the reading be-
fore writing a reflection and a suggestion 
for how to pray that day. Staff members 
Matt Flynn (content) and Jane Dotson 
(grammar) edit them, while Stephen Eros 
lays them out into booklet form. Also in-
cluded are a prayer for every Sunday and 
practical suggestions for how to prepare 

for Jesus’ coming. Office volunteers then 
help put the actual booklets together.
 As you prepare for Jesus’ coming this 
Advent, take heart from St. Charles Bor-
romeo, who said, “In meditation, we find 
the strength to bring Christ to birth in 
ourselves and in others.”

Dec. 25 Christmas Day Mass, 10 a.m. 
  (Prelude music begins 30
   minutes before each Christmas  
  Mass.) 
Dec. 31 Eucharistic Adoration with  
  guided prayer, 11 p.m. to   
  12:30 a.m.
Jan. 1 Mass for Solemnity of Mary,  
  The Holy Mother of God, 10 a.m.
Note:      The Solemnities of the 
  Immaculate Conception and  
  Mary,  The Holy Mother of God 
  are holy days of obligation

Dec. 7 Vigil Mass for Solemnity of
  the Immaculate Conception
  Mass at 6 p.m. at St. Clare
  Church
Dec. 8 First Reconciliation,
  10 a.m. at church
Dec. 9 Masterworks Chorale,
  7:30 p.m. at church
Dec. 13 Advent Penance Service, 
  7 p.m.
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Mass, 
  4:30 p.m. and 11 p.m. 
 

Advent and Christmas schedule
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 Our parish is blessed to have two 
different processional crosses for use at 
Mass. The carved, wooden cross used 
most often came from our original church 
and dates from the late 1800s. The other 
is the large, ornate silver Ethiopian Cop-
tic cross we carry in procession during 
the liturgical seasons of Advent, Christ-
mas and Easter. This unique and beauti-
ful piece of religious art will be depicted 
on our limited-edition parish Christmas 
ornament this year.
 Ethiopia, Africa, was the site of one of 
the first Christian communities, a group 
traditionally thought to have been estab-
lished by St. Mark in the first century. 
Our silver Ethiopian Cross is made of 
beautiful and intricate hand-cut metal 
with an intertwined lattice pattern. The 
interwoven design includes many small 
crosses that flow from a main, central 
cross medallion. This middle medallion 
contains a hand-hammered image of the 
Crucified Christ. The lace-like pattern 
represents everlasting life and is em-
bellished with traditional elements of 
Ethiopian art. 
 I bought this amazing piece from an 
Ethiopian artist, who had an exhibit at 
the St. Louis Art Museum, and donated 
it to the parish about 10 years ago. I find 
this Ethiopian Coptic Cross to be rel-
evant to our parish for several reasons. 
First, it connects us to the larger, univer-

The story of our unique Ethiopian cross

sal Church and its many diverse cultures 
and traditions. In addition, a number of 
our military parishioners have told me 
how it helps them recall time spent in 
prayer amidst similar devotional objects 

in churches while on duty overseas in 
some African countries. Finally, it is in 
step with St. Clare’s commitment to the 
very Catholic practice of honoring God 
with high-quality religious artwork that 
elevates our prayer and unites us to God’s 
people of every race and nation.
 To learn more about this art form, you 
may wish to browse through a book of 
mine called “Crosses of Ethiopia,” which 
will be on the credenza in the Gather 
Space near the nursery room during the 
season of Advent. Please don’t remove the 
book from church, so it can be available 
to all who want to read more about these 
amazing devotional pieces!
 You can make this image a part of 
your own Christmas celebration by tak-
ing home one of our beautiful porcelain 
ornaments depicting the Coptic Cross on 
the front and this passage from Philippi-
ans on the back: “Jesus emptied himself, 
taking the form of a servant, coming in 
human likeness.” The ornament is the 
11th in a series of collectors’ ornaments 
featuring the art and architecture of our 
church. 
 Ornaments will be sold for $10 each af-
ter weekend Masses starting on Dec. 1. A 
limited number of ornaments from previ-
ous years also will be available. Proceeds 
benefit the parish’s building fund. For 
more information, contact Ellen Gravlin 
at 531-9151.

   Our parish’s annual pet blessing, in celebration 
of the feast of St. Francis, drew many dogs and at 
least one courageous cat. Deacon Dennis Vander 
Ven blessed the pets in the Fellowship Hall due to 
rainy weather. In addition to the prayers for pets, 
parishioners enjoyed meeting other pet owners 
and their pets.

Prayers for pets

Photo by Shannon Grant

By Matt Flynn
Director of Adult Faith Formation and Mission
 Ask a spiritual leader, “What are some 
of the most important habits to cultivate 
in order to discern well?” and “listening” 
is bound to be on the list. In the last six 
months, as the Young Adult Initiative 
(YAI) Core Team has met, we have been 
listening:  to national experts, to other 
parishes’ successes and struggles, to 
national data and population trends and 
to our own parishioners.
 During the past few months, we have 
worked to recruit and train some parish-
ioners to facilitate listening sessions in 
which young adults, family members of 
young adults and ministry leaders and 
members in our parish share their expe-
riences about the faith, situations, gifts, 
desires and needs of young adults. 
 Our first listening session was while 
Michal Horace, the director of the YAI, 
was at our parish for a consultation visit. 

Young Adult Initiative: A year 
of discernment at St. Clare

He spoke about October’s Vatican Synod 
on Young People and how, as a parish 
working with the YAI, we have an amaz-
ing opportunity to start rejuvenating our 
Church in a society where all organized 
religions are hemorrhaging young people.
 In order to do so, we need to listen so 
that young people and those closest to 
them can tell us honestly about what 
they need and how we can engage them 
in their lives.
 So far, around 45 people have partici-
pated in the listening sessions. We plan 
to continue doing more sessions in the 
O’Fallon community with those who 
may not be willing to attend a session at 
church.
 During Michal’s consultation visit, we 
also had constructive conversations with 
Father Jim, the Core Team and members 
of the Parish Council and Stewardship 
Committee.
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From the German beer and bratwurst to the 5K run and kids’ games, the 18th annual St. Clare Oktoberfest offered fun for 
the entire O’Fallon-Shiloh community. The event’s great reputation and beautiful weather brought out the crowds. A new 
section – Das  Zone – debuted to offer more games for young people. Parishioners and their friends worked the booths to 
help raise funds to pay down our mortgage. What a great way to grow in parish community spirit by working and playing!

Sunny Oktoberfest sets records

Photos by John Dempsey, Eric Ferro and Dan Walford



St. Clare School news

graders, and that team also competed on 
the state level.

SCHOLASTIC CLUBS
 Congratulations to these students for 
their duet performances at the recent 
speech meet: Olivia Ponciroli and Delaney 
Nieroda, first; Caroline Jansen and Cam-
bria Derickson, second; Reece Distler and 
Peyton Olufson, second; Braden Buck and 
Luke Smith, second; Carli Rose Kaufman 
and Meadow Grandame, first; Jack Hong 
and Ian Helm, second; Skylar Benko and 
Gretchen Ertel, first.
 St. Clare Knights’ Chess Club and 
Scholar Bowl members are busy prepar-
ing for their competitions.

MUSICAL PEFORMANCES
 A Christmas concert featuring the 
bands and grade one is slated for 2 p.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 3. Grades 
three and four will present a musical, 
“Happily Forever After,” at 1:30 and 6:30 
p.m. on Dec. 13 and 6:30 p.m. on Dec. 14. 
The Good Shepherd Preschool Christmas 
program will be at 6:30 p.m. on Dec. 20. 

HELPING OUR 
NEIGHBORS

 As the school 
celebrated the Feast 
of St. Vincent de 
Paul, Sister Carol 
from the Daughters 
of Charity and sever-
al parishioners active 
in the St. Vincent de 
Paul service organi-
zation recognized our 
fifth- through eighth-
grade Minnie Vinnies 
and presented them 
with special SVDP 
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FAITH-FILLED LEARNING
 Students celebrated All Saints 
Day during the week before Nov. 1 
by researching saints and trying to 
“stump the pastors” with a quiz after 
the Masses. 
 Fifth-grade classes celebrated the 
Feast of St. Francis with a pet bless-
ing.
 The sixth-grade students were 
presented with Bibles, thanks to the 
generosity of the Knights of Colum-
bus. 
 Kindergarten students lived one 
of the Works of Mercy as a class. 
Although they cannot visit prisoners, 
they decorated placemats with posi-
tive messages, such as “Jesus loves 
you,” for inmates in prison.
 The second-grade classes are con-
tinuing the school’s theme of “Shar-
ing Jesus with Everyone” by mailing a 
“Flat Stanley” paper version of Jesus 
to family and friends who live in other 
states or countries, so they can share 
with the class where they see Jesus near 
their home and in their daily lives.  The 
class prays for the person they send the 
paper Jesus to as they await its return. 
 Fifth- and sixth-grade students took 
a vocations field trip sponsored by the 
Serra Club. The boys visited Kenrick 
Seminary. The girls visited with the 
sisters of Daughters of St. Paul.  All then 
visited St. Peter Cathedral in Belleville.

DIOCESAN CHAMPIONS
 Our sports teams had exciting seasons 
this fall. The baseball team won the 
first-place trophy in the Diocesan Tour-
nament and went on to compete in the 
state tournament, where they took third 
place. The fifth- and sixth-grade girls 
soccer team won first place in the Dioc-
esan Tournament. We debuted a cross 
country team for fifth- through eighth- 

bracelets. Students and their families do-
nated food, toiletries and paper products 
to the O’Fallon Food Pantry for the feast 
of St. Vincent de Paul.
 The Student Council raised more than 
$500 for Siteman Cancer Center through 
its crazy sock day.
 To increase our stewardship role in 
the community, St. Clare School accepted 
the Trex Recycling Challenge. The school 
is collecting items that normally don’t 
go into curbside recycling: grocery bags, 
bread bags, case over-wrap, dry clean-
ing bags, newspaper sleeves, ice bags, 
wood pellet bags, Ziploc-style lunch bags, 
produce bags, bubble wrap, salt bags and 
cereal bags. All must be clean and free of 
food residue.

RETIREMENT
 Kathy Short retired as the lunch pro-
gram leader after many years of service 
to our school.

SANTA’S FUN SHOP
 Students will get a chance to shop at 
Santa’s Fun Shop on Nov. 30 and Dec. 
1 in the school gym and cafeteria. The 
annual event offers the children a way to 
purchase gifts for family and friends at 
prices between $1 and $10. Parents can 
shop in a vendors’ section. This year, the 
students will be asked to select new toys 
for $1 each to give to children in need 
through St. Vincent de Paul.

RAFFLE THANK YOU
 Thanks to all the parents, students, 
parishioners, family and friends for sup-
porting our raffle to make it a resounding 
success! This fundraiser, as well as the 
annual gift-giving campaign and the auc-
tion, provide 10 percent of our income for 
our general operating budget. 

Congratulations to the St. Clare Knights baseball team, which won third place in the State Tournament after winning first 
in the Diocesan Tournament.

Minnie Vinnies make sandwiches for Cosgrove’s (Soup) Kitchen in a new project 
at the school. Students will be invited to make sandwiches monthly under the 
leadership of the school’s St. Vincent de Paul members.
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 St. Clare Catholic School and its Good 
Shepherd Preschool and Pre-Kinder-
garten program invite people interested 
in learning more about the school to 
an open house from 1:30 to 3 p.m. on 
Sunday, January 27 at St. Clare School. 
Kindergarten registration for 2019-2020 
also will be held at that time.
 St. Clare School is located at 214 W. 
Third St. by the old St. Clare Church in 
downtown O’Fallon and instructs stu-
dents in grades K-8 at that location. St. 
Clare School offers the Good Shepherd 
program for children ages 3-5 in the 
Good Shepherd Center at St. Nicholas 
Parish. 
 In addition, St. Clare School will 
celebrate Catholic Schools Week Jan. 
27-Feb. 2 with a number of activities 
for students, teachers, parents, alumni, 
staff and parishes. This year’s theme is 
“Catholic Schools: Learn. Serve. Lead. 
Succeed.”
 The week ends with a pancake 
breakfast from 8:30 a.m. to noon on 
Sunday, Feb. 3, in the school cafeteria 
and gym. Everyone is invited to attend 
the breakfast, which is hosted by St. 
Clare Parents and Friends. Donations 
to St. Clare Parents and Friends will be 
accepted at the door.
 For more information, contact St. 
Clare School at 632-6327 or Good Shep-
herd Preschool at 726-6532.

School to host 
open house, 
registration

Trunk or Treat offered spooktacular fun this year with great costumes and creative car trunks filled with 
Halloween candy and amazing decor. Families enjoyed the food and fellowship at this annual event, which 
is hosted by the Hospitality Committee.                 Photos by Eric Ferro

Trunk or Treat offers family fun

 The St. Clare Seniors will enjoy a pot-
luck dinner and a gift exchange at their 
Christmas party on Monday, Dec. 10. 
 Please bring a side dish or dessert and 
a $5 gift for the gift exchange game. The 
meeting is at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall. 
 Any parishioner over 55 and their 
friends from any parish are invited to 
join the club, which usually meets at 6:30 
p.m. on the second Monday of the month 
in the Fellowship Hall for evenings of 
great food, lots of laughs and a variety of 
entertainment and guest speakers. The 
seniors group is strictly social; no work or 
fundraising is involved. 
 For more information on the Seniors 
Club, contact Judy Bugger at 632-4074.

St. Clare Seniors 
celebrate 
the season

 Look for these faith formation op-
portunities, including some great ways 
to embrace Advent and to start the new 
year:
• Book Sale sponsored by the Daugh-
ters of St. Paul, Nov. 24-25 in the Gath-
ering Space.
• Advent Booklets featuring reflections 
on the daily readings written by our 
own parishioners.
• “Marriage, Divorce and Annulments: 
Realities and Myths,” Jan. 17, 6:30-8 
p.m. This presentation by Father Jim 
is good for all, including anyone who 
hopes to get married one day. It covers 
the Church’s definition of “marriage,” 
the difference between a divorce and an 
annulment, what is involved in the an-
nulment process and how an annulment 
can bring great healing.
• “The Eucharist: Our Daily Bread,” 
Jan. 24, 6:30-8 p.m. This evening, open 

Fan the flames of faith this winter
to the entire parish, will include a presen-
tation, time for discussion and prayer.
• Parish Retreat Reunion, Jan. 26, 6:30-8 
p.m. This night is for all past parish re-
treat participants to come together to eat, 
socialize and be nourished spiritually.  
Look for additional information through 
the parish emails and bulletins.
• Marriage Enrichment Night, Feb. 2, 
6:30-8:30 p.m. This night is a chance for 
married couples to gather to focus on how 
to continue growing in their marriages. 
Good for couples married 8 days or 80 
years. Look for information about food, 
RSVPs and babysitting in the January 
parish emails and bulletins.
• Women’s Welcome Experience, Feb. 16-
17, and Men’s Welcome Experience, March 
16-17. These retreat weekends are great 
opportunities to discover what is missing 
in your life and what to do about it.

Are you missing out on parish news each week? Send your email to 
jamaeshubirg@yahoo.com to be added to our e-newsletter distribution list.
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Living Stewardship

 Simone Wheeler starts with prayer, con-
tinues with empathy and finishes with joy 
as she brings her love of God and neigh-
bor to work in Decatur. She then returns 
home on the weekends to serve God and 
others with the same traits through her 
ministries in our parish. 
 So, it’s not surprising that Simone was 
presented with the “Faith in the Market-
place Award” by the Diocese of Belleville. 
The award recognizes individuals in 
our community who display their faith 
throughout every aspect of their life.
  With more than 26 years of health care 
experience, Simone is well known for her 
passion to serve others — giving selflessly 
and tirelessly at work. As a registered 
nurse with three master’s’ degrees, she 
serves as director of operations in Decatur 
for HSHS Medical Group.
  “At HSHS Medical Group, I believe in 
our core values of respect, care, compe-
tence and joy,” Simone says. “When times 
are challenging on the job, I think about 
these values and how I can show love to 
others versus frustration or unhappiness. 
I will stop and pray for my colleagues if I 
sense they are down or lonely. I seek out 
those who are hurting so that I can be the 
shoulder to carry some of their pain. I also 
practice gratitude daily by either writing 
10 things I am grateful for or saying out 
loud items that bring me gratitude.”
 As a St. Clare parishioner for more than 
14 years, Simone has served as reader, 
extraordinary minister of Holy Commu-
nion, choir member, cantor and seventh- 
and eighth-grade teacher for the Parish 
School of Religion, preparing students 
for the sacrament of Confirmation. She is 
married to Travis Wheeler and has two 
daughters, Courtney and Kayla, who are 
young adults.
  “Father Jim is always encouraging us 
to give of our time, talents and treasures,” 

Simone Wheeler: A beacon of faith in workplace

Simone says, “God has blessed me in so 
many ways and my gifts are from God. 
They are not mine to keep, but to share 
with others. 
 “How do you receive when you give of 
yourself through faith at work and out-
side of work? I am filled with joy when I 
can help others. I enjoy talking to people 
and simply listening to their stories. 
When people open up, there is something 
so profound that occurs. I can see God’s 
face in each person I encounter, and this 
is a wonderful feeling.”
 Simone has been deeply involved with 
volunteer opportunities on behalf of the 
parish. She has served as chair for the 
Giving Tree Committee during Christmas, 
soup kitchen volunteer, Confirmation 
sponsor, chair for the Just Faith Program 
for adult formation, board member of 
Caritas Family Solutions and baked 40-
plus cakes for the church’s Oktoberfest.
 Given by the Catholic Diocese of Bel-
leville, the criteria for the “Faith in the 
Marketplace Award” includes recognition 
of those who display their faith through-
out every aspect of their life, stand up 

Simone Wheeler

for those who cannot and are not afraid 
to pray and praise God anytime and 
anywhere. This is the 12th year of the 
recognition program.
 “We believe Gospel values must be 
lived all day every day – not just on 
weekend liturgies or in an individual’s 
own personal comfort zone,” said Chris 
Orlet, editor/general manager of The 
Messenger, a newspaper for the Catholic 
Diocese of Belleville. “The recipients are 
being honored for taking their faith out 
of the pews into the marketplace and 
the lives of the working men and women 
for our diocese. The recipients are ‘walk-
ing the talk’ of faith in everyday life.”
 “Simone is a shining example of serv-
ing others both at work and at home 
in the communities we serve,” says 
Melinda Clark, chief executive officer at 
HSHS Medical Group. “This award is a 
testament to her skill, compassion and 
ability to truly live our core values of 
respect, care, competence and joy.”
  Simone was among five people in the 
diocese honored at the Faith in the Mar-
ketplace Awards dinner in September.
 “I was shocked and amazed I was 
being recognized,” she says. “I am so 
humbled to be acknowledged for my 
faith. To me this is the highest honor I 
could ever receive. My faith and church 
keep me grounded so that I can be effec-
tive on the job. 
 “I love working for a faith-based orga-
nization that acknowledges the impor-
tance of a higher power. We begin each 
meeting with either a reflection and/or 
prayer. This action sets the tone for our 
meetings and reminds us to be respect-
ful of each other.
 “I am grateful for this award because 
it is a representation of how I am living 
in Christ and following His way.”
 

Deacon Dennis Vander Ven hands Bibles 
to fifth-grade students in the Parish 
School of Religion after blessing them in a 
prayer service with the students and their 
teachers. Students in grade 5-8 each have 
their own Bible to use in PSR each year. 
Younger students share Bibles when they 
are used in class. Students in St. Clare 
School also receive Bibles in sixth grade.

Bibles for PSR students
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Welcome to our newcomers

Parishioners toured the Thrive Mobile Ultrasound Unit, which made a stop at St. Clare in October for 
Respect Life Month. Donations and our Respect Life Committee's work with the the 4US organization 
provided funding for the ultrasound, which allows pregnant women to see their baby in the hopes of 
preventing an abortion.

New ultrasound for Thrive

Photo by Dan Walford

 We welcome these newcomers to St. 
Clare Parish:
 Michael and Kelly Wulf and their 
children, Elizabeth, 13, Anna, 11, Sa-
mantha, 8, Beau, 6, and twins Audrey 
and Evelyn, 2, recently moved from 
Lake in the Hills, IL, a northwest suburb 
of Chicago. They were led to St. Clare 
through Anthony and Lindsey Swann. 
Michael is active duty Marine Corps; he 
is a career recruiter with Recruiting Sta-
tion St. Louis. Kelly is director of opera-
tions for Wulf Properties Group Keller 
Williams in Chicago-Lincoln Park.
 Allen and Melissa Lewis and their 
children, Nathaniel, 5, William, 3, 
and Penelope, 1 were led to St. Clare 
because of the community and parish 
involvement. Allen is a civil engineer for 
the USAF, and Melissa works as a civil-
ian engineer for the USAF as well. 
 Cindy McFadden recently moved to 
the area from Greenville after the death 

 We welcome these newly baptized 
children: Lucy May, daughter of Jimmy 
and Elizabeth Tempus; Anniston Jane, 
daughter of Luke and Ashley Roberts; 
Colton Henry, son of Chad and Sara 
Mayden; John Patrick, son of Tyler and 
Julie Tiemann; Hannah Claire, daugh-
ter of Chip and Leah Dollahon; Dean 
Michael, son of Stephen and Mary 
Kathleen Schomaker.

 We celebrate the Holy Matrimony of 
Kayla Braswell and Garrett King.

 We extend our prayerful sympathy 
to the family and friends of deceased 
parishioners: Woody Young, Priscilla 
Hooker, Duel Wall and Bill Musser.

of her husband to be closer to family. She 
is a medical transcriptionist and is able 
to work from home, which she thinks is 
amazing. Cindy loves to sing and has two 
adorable little mini-doxies, Lizzie and Big 
Jake.
 Christopher and Alesandra Neiman 
and their daughters Olympia, 9, and 
Anianna, 6
 A.I. Oladipofaniyi and Leigh Wood 
and their daughter, Regan, 12
 Todd and Ann Marie Bertulis and 
their sons, Jack, 13, and Michael, 12
 Michael and Jill Juenger and their 
children, Jada, 8, McKenzie, 5, Mia, 3, 
and William, 1
 James and Beth Long and their sons, 
Henry, 11, and Dylan, 9
 Benjamin and Nancy Busler
 Rose Riley and her children, Riley 
Richeson, 9, and Jace Richeson, 6
 Karen Raybourn and her son, 
Benjamin, 17

Masterworks 
will feature 
Christine Brewer

to” session after each of the Masses on 
December 1-2, for people who are new to 
this form of prayer and might not know 
what to do in such quiet time. Even ex-
perienced adorers are welcome to come 
hear about new ideas for their time with 
God. Please plan to stay after Mass for 
this short session on prayer!
 “Take A Step” in a new direction 
in your prayer life! We will send an 
email through “Signup Genius” for you 
to find a 30- or 60-minute time slot for 
Adoration that fits your schedule. We will 
also have cards after Mass for those who 
do not have Internet access or who want 
to sign up on the spot. Please share this 
with friends and relatives who are not 
parishioners, but live nearby.
 What might you “give up” on a Sunday 
afternoon, evening or middle of the night 
to have some one-on-one time with Jesus?

Adoration (continued)

 The Masterworks Chorale, Children’s 
Choruses and Orchestra will present “A 
Masterworks Christmas” at St. Clare 
on Sunday, December 9 at 7:30 p.m.
 The soloist for the concert will be 
Grammy award-winning, internationally 
acclaimed soprano Christine Brewer, a 
resident of Lebanon. 
 Tickets are $15 for adults and $5 for 
students in advance; prices increase by 
$5 on the day of the concert. Tickets are 
available for sale in the parish office.

 The point of Adoration is not to “do” 
anything – it is to simply “be” with Jesus, 
who is present in the Holy Eucharist. We 
pass time in Adoration in order to be in 
the presence of a loved one, much like 
we do when we simply sit with a friend, 
spouse, child, parent, etc. Try letting go of 
needing to accomplish anything, and sim-
ply say, “Jesus, I am here to be with you.”
 St. Clare Parish typically offers Eu-
charistic Adoration on the first Sunday-
Monday of the month. The idea is to have 
one or more people in the Church for 
Adoration throughout the 24 hours. It 
helps if people sign up for 30 minutes, 1 
hour or more, so that we can be sure that 
every minute is covered. However, you 
can also just drop in. The church doors 
are locked later in the evening. So, if you 
plan to come then, contact the parish of-
fice by Friday to get the code to enter the 
church.

Adoration at St. Clare
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Dated material - please deliver immediately

By Matt Flynn
Director of Adult Faith Formation and Mission
 Every year, in November, a certain 
person starts asking me what I want for 
Christmas. Every year, I answer with a 
list of things I need. They respond, “Okay, 
but what do you want?” So, we go back 
and forth: “Just that.” “Are you sure?” 
“You can always make a donation to 
Catholic Relief Services for me.” “I want 
to get you something nice — what do you 
want?”
 The gift seems to be more about them 
than me. I would be thrilled if someone 
said, “I bought you this pretty pink fair 
trade scarf.” Why would I be thrilled with 
a gift I will never use (except playing 
dress up with my daughter)? Because it 
benefits someone else.
 In that spirit, please consider these 
ways to give this year:
 Advent Book Sale, sponsored by the 
Daughters of St. Paul, Nov. 24-25. This is 
an excellent opportunity to buy religious 
and spiritual works to help nourish our 
loved ones as we support an important 
ministry.

Christmas gifts that also give
 The Giving Tree. Each gift goes to a 
family being helped by our local St. Vin-
cent de Paul Conference or the Fontebella 
Maternity Home. Pick an ornament from 
the tree in the gathering space, shop for 
the gift listed, wrap it (no bows), place the 
identifying tag securely on the outside 
of the package and return the gift to the 
church no later than Dec. 9. This is a great 
way for a family to give together. 
 Fair Trade Sale, Dec. 15-16. Fair trade 
handmade nativity sets, coffee, chocolate 
and tea make great gifts and are avail-
able in the Gathering Space. All proceeds 
support just wages, dignified work and 
charitable projects.
 The Guatemala Scholarship Fund. 
Donate in someone’s honor, helping send 
a child from a poor family in our sister 
parish to school. Use the pink Guatemala 
envelope from your monthly envelope 
packet and note, in the designated space, 
that your donation is for the Scholarship 
Fund. Checks should be made payable to 
St. Clare Church. Contact Laura Polillo at 
lpacmt@gmail.com or (618) 541-9680 for 
more information.

 The always-popular Altar Sodality 
Christmas cookies will be for sale after 
the Masses on Dec. 8-9. The plates 
of three-dozen, assorted, homemade 
cookies will be offered for $12 each in 
the Fellowship Hall. Some baked goods 
and candy also may be available for 
sale.
 To pre-order your cookies, call Mary 
Ann Winans at 632-7137.  
 The Altar Sodality appreciates dona-
tions of homemade cookies for the sale. 
Please call Mary Ann to let her know 
you will donate. Bring your cookies to 
the Fellowship Hall at 8 a.m. on Sat-
urday, Dec. 8 or make other arrange-
ments to drop off another time.
 Warning: These cookies always go 
quickly. Parishioners have been known 
to go to an earlier Mass that weekend 
just to get their cookies.

Altar Sodality 
cookies are 
always a hit


