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St. Clare celebrates 150 years
By Kathy Sjoquist

Sesquicentennial. It’s fun to say (go on,
give it a try: ses-kwi-sen-ten-ee-al) and,
in the coming months here at St. Clare of
Assisi Parish, it’ll be fun to experience as
well!
We’ll be celebrating our parish’s 150th
anniversary — that is, our “sesquicentennial” — over the course of 150 days,
starting with our wonderful Pentecost
Festival on June 4 and culminating with
a beautiful liturgy in October, marking
our historic presence and faith-filled
future as the oldest Catholic community
in O’Fallon, Illinois.
Before any structure bore the St.
Clare name, O’Fallon’s Catholics in 1858
celebrated the first Mass in the home of
Thomas and Catherine Mackin, near our
downtown core at the corner of First and
Apple streets. Our current church is actually the third structure to bear the St.
Clare name.
The first church, a simple 36-foot by 56foot brick building, served a congregation
of 40 Catholics who scrimped, saved and
sweated to put together $700 for four lots
on Third Street and $5,000 to build. This

first, most humble St. Clare Church was
dedicated on December 17, 1867, and Father Anton Rustige of Lebanon celebrated
the first Mass on December 29.
With the assignment of a permanent
pastor in 1868, St. Clare began to make
its mark on the community. A rectory was
established and our Catholic school was
founded. And by 1890 our ancestors in
faith recognized that it was time to build
bigger. The foundation for the second St.
Clare Church (now our school’s chapel) was laid in 1890 at Third and Oak
streets. So that worship could continue
without interruption during years of construction, the larger church was actually
built up and around the smaller church.
When the project was finished, the original St. Clare Church was dismantled by
parishioners and hauled out of the new
church — brick by brick!
This bigger space, built by 70 families
at a cost of $35,000, was dedicated in
1895 and served as our parish home for
more than 100 years. But with cramped
seating, no plumbing and no viable way
to expand to meet the needs of our parish
families, St. Clare greeted the 21st cen
(Continued on Page 3)

Pentecost Festival gets the party started
Help kick off St. Clare Parish’s 150th
anniversary celebration in a big way!
Come to our parish’s eighth annual Pentecost Festival on Sunday, June 4.
This year’s festival features more food
samples and musicians than ever. And it
all starts right after the only Mass at St.
Clare that day – a 10:30 a.m. Mass.
“This is our kickoff to 150 days of
celebrating our 150th anniversary, so
we encourage all of our parishioners
to join us for this wonderful festival,”
said Father Jim Deiters. “Our Pentecost
Festival celebrates our parish family, our
ministries’ volunteers and the different
ethnicities of people in our parish in con

Want to go?
What: “Pentecost Festival” with
food, entertainment and games
Who: For all parishioners
When: Sunday, June 4, 11:30 a.m.2:30 p.m.
Where: East lawn of church
Tickets: $5 per person or $15 per
family
Last year’s Filipino booth volunteers are ready with
smiles and food samples.

(Continued on Page 3)

Be sure to check in and get a
nametag when you arrive!

The Spirit searches for souls
During Lent, our parishioners said an
extra prayer at every Mass and at home
for all inactive Catholics who are away
from Church and the sacraments. We
prayed for the Holy Spirit to touch their
hearts and let them know how much
God loves them and needs them in His
Church.
The feast of Pentecost challenges
all of us to let the Holy Spirit work in
our lives in new ways, re-invigorating
us to be bolder and more active in our
faith. Most of us find it intimidating to
talk about our faith with others or get
nervous about inviting someone to come
to Mass with us.
But the Holy Spirit’s gift of COURAGE helps us take the courageous step
of initiating that conversation about
faith and religion, while the Spirit’s gift
of WISDOM helps us speak the words
that may be the very thing needed for
someone to come back to the Church.
 	 We recently held sessions on learning
how to talk about our personal faith sto-

From the
Pastor’s
Desk
By Father
Jim Deiters
ries. It’s a way to acknowledge the people
and events that have helped us know
God and His love for us as a prelude to
inviting others to “come home” to the
Church. If you or someone you know has
not been attending Mass lately or feels
“disconnected” from our parish, please let
me know so I may help by visiting or calling you or them.
It brings me great joy when I learn
about the workings of the Holy Spirit in
people’s lives, and it is a privilege to be a
part of that journey!

Reunited: Renewal participants
invited to special event July 15
If you have ever attended a Men’s or
Women’s Renewal (Christ Renews His
Parish) Weekend Retreat, then it is time
to reunite with other renewal participants at our first-ever Renewal Reunion.
Whether you attended this year, the
first year or anytime in between, you are
warmly invited to attend this event from
6:10 to 8:30 p.m. on Saturday, July 15 in
the Fellowship Hall.
The evening will feature time to eat
and socialize as well as a short presentation by our deacon-in-formation, John

Gomez, and some time for prayer and
reflection. The Retreat and Adult Faith
Formation committees are sponsoring
the event.
Drinks and desserts will be provided.
Participants are asked to bring an appetizer. If you plan to attend, please RSVP
to Matt Flynn at 632-3562 or matthewflynn5@gmail.com. Free childcare will be
provided; please include the number and
ages of your children when you RSVP so
the parish can provide the appropriate
number of babysitters.

The St. Clare Seniors are hitting the
road for fun day trips this summer, and
they will hear interesting speakers at
their dinner meetings each month.
They plan to visit Grant’s Farm in
June, Fairmount Race Track in July and
a casino in September. Watch the bulletin
or attend a meeting for details. They
toured Cahokia Mounds in May.
The June 12 meeting will feature Jay
Taddei of Associated Physicians Group.
There is no meeting in July.
On Aug. 14, Kim Johnson from Hospice
of Southern Illinois will be the speaker.

The seniors will step back in time for a historical presentation by Barbara Kay at the
Sept. 11 meeting. Monsignor Willlie McGhee
will entertain at the Oct 9 meeting.
Any parishioner over 55 is invited to
join the Seniors group, which usually
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the second Monday
of the month in the Fellowship Hall for
evenings of great food, lots of laughs and
a variety of entertainment and guest
speakers. The seniors group is strictly
social; no work or fundraising is involved.
For more information, contact Judy
Bugger at 632-4074.

Seniors to host summer trips, lively
speakers at meetings

2

Fall Bible studies
to focus on John

Two weekly Bible study groups at St.
Clare will focus on the Gospel according
to John this fall. You are invited to select
one that fits your schedule.
The Tuesday Evening Bible Study
also will focus on the Gospel according
to John, as well as his letters in the New
Testament. They use the Little Rock Bible
Study materials and will meet from 7 to
8:30 or 9 p.m. for 14 sessions from Aug. 8
to Nov. 28 for this particular study. The
cost of materials is $20. Call the parish
office at 632-3562 to register by July 25.
Join the Cornerstone Catholic Scripture Study in September, when it begins
its fall and winter meetings from 9:30 to
11 a.m. Wednesdays at St. Clare Church.
The group will learn more about
how John reveals the glory and divinity of God’s only son, Jesus. You must
attend the first meeting on Sept. 20 in
the Fellowship Hall to participate in
this group. For more details, call Kristy
Turner at 618-402-0885 or visit www.
thecornerstonescripturestudy.org.

Men’s group
to hear more
about the Mass

The Catholic Men for Christ will
meet Saturday, June 24, in the Fellowship
Hall for food and fellowship from 8 to 8:30
a.m. and a presentation on the Mass from
8:30 to 10 a.m. An optional Rosary starts
at 7:30 a.m. in the Blessed Sacrament
Chapel behind the altar.
Stephen Eros will lead a discussion on
the General Instruction of the Roman
Missal, which explains what we do during
Mass and why.
This group typically meets on the last
Saturday of the month, and all men are
welcome. For more information, contact
John Burke at 406-9896.

Baptisms
We welcome our newly baptized children: Ella June, daughter of Aric and
Jen Zeese; Colton Hugh, son of Nathan
and Jennifer Smith; Anna Marie, daughter of Barrett and Emily Sill; Eleanor
Pearl, daughter of Matt and Stephanie
Chambers; Britte Juliette, daughter
of Andrew and Sarah Beckett; Henry
John, son of Patrick and Ashley Barud;
Jayce Joseph, son of Kyle and Kelly
Kunkle; and Lorelai Leigh, daughter of
Erik and Megan Johnson.
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It’s a celebration! 150 days for 150 years
Here are a few of the events in store
as we mark St. Clare’s milestone anniversary. Be sure to mark your calendars
and join the celebration!
Sunday, June 4: Parish Pentecost
Festival, 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Food and
fun for all ages, including entertainment and games with a global flavor.
Get in the sesquicentennial spirit as we
celebrate the Holy Spirit’s creative presence in St. Clare Parish!
Sunday, June 18: Corpus Christi
Procession, immediately following 10:30
Mass. Honor the “Faith of our Fathers”
this Father’s Day by participating in
this traditional Eucharistic procession,
which brings Christ into the community.
To fully commemorate our 150-year
presence in O’Fallon, we will process
from our current church north along

150 years

An interior view of the second St. Clare Church building in its early years. Note the coal oil lamps in the center of

mark not only St. Clare Parish’s Sesquicentennial but also our “newest” church’s
10th anniversary.
Whether you’ve been in our Catholic

community for decades or days, you’re a
cherished part of St. Clare’s rich, vibrant
heritage. Join us as together we
CELEBRATE ST. CLARE!

nection with the Holy Spirit’s work on the
first Pentecost.”
The festival offers ethnic food samples
from nine different cultures – Indian,
Mexican, Filipino, Greek, German, Italian, Irish, Vietnamese and American. The
U.S. foods will be kid-friendly for those
people with less adventurous palates.
Desserts will be provided. Lemonade, iced
tea, slushies, water, margaritas and beer
also will be served.
Entertainment includes German dancers, Filipino dancers and the Mater Dei

High School band and color guard.
Meanwhile, children will be busy with
an inflatable “jumpy,” horse-drawn wagon
rides and a duck pond. Everyone can play
free-throw basketball and the ball blaster
target throw. Face painting, a clown and
crafts will round out the children’s area.
The ticket price covers all food samples, drinks, entertainment and games.
Tickets will be on sale after Mass this
weekend. Some tickets may still be available next week in the parish office or on
the day of the festival.

(continued)

The India booth is always popular.
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the opportunity to lend a hand and fill
our historic Third Street grounds with
food, games and music for the whole community to enjoy.
Saturday, October 7: 150th Anniversary Mass of Thanksgiving, 4 p.m. We
gather as a faith community to thank
God for the gift of St. Clare Parish. Joining us to celebrate will be Diocese of Belleville Bishop Edward Braxton. A reception will follow in the fellowship hall and
gathering space with “light bites,” wine
and beer.
Watch the bulletin and parish website
for more details about these and other
“pop-up” sesquicentennial events and
surprises in the weeks ahead.
Happy 150th, St. Clare! You’ve never
looked better!

(continued)

tury with a growing need to build once
more.
The gift of 20 acres of land from
lifelong parishioner Louis Rasp in
2001 inspired our parishioners to once
again scrimp, save and sweat to bring
our third — and current — church
building into being.
“The degree of love and sacrifice our
parishioners have committed to these
building projects through the years
is both amazing and inspirational,”
says Father Jim Deiters, St. Clare’s
pastor since 1996. “The fact that today
we have yet another wonderful space
in which we can worship, receive the
sacraments and pass down Catholicism to coming generations is truly a
testimony to the faith of our founding ‘fathers and mothers’ and to the
goodness of God, who has blessed our
efforts for 150 years!”
It is providential that in 2017 we

Pentecost

Cross Street/Lincoln Avenue to the St.
Clare School Chapel, our parish’s historic second church home. We especially
encourage families to experience this
joyous, distinctively Catholic tradition.
With a stop for prayer along the route,
it’s an easy 1.5 mile walk that should
take roughly an hour, culminating with
Benediction in the Third Street chapel,
our former church building.
Sunday, August 13: St. Clare Church
Open House, 2-4 p.m. In conjunction with
the Feast of St. Clare, we’re inviting the
entire community to see our beautiful
church and meet our fabulous parish
family. We will offer church tours, refreshments, entertainment and more!
Saturday, September 30: Oktoberfest! Our 17th annual parish festival and
fundraiser gives every parish household
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Good news: Easter sacra

Tammy Earley, above, Ashlynn
Adrian, at right, and Lonny Roberts,
second right, are baptized at the
Easter Vigil.

Celebrating the Resurrection of Christ,
salvation and the offer of renewed life for
all was especially joyful as we welcomed
nine new adults into the Catholic Church.
From left to right above, Jamie Raber,
Jett Cates and Kramer Terrell receive
the Sacrament of Confirmation as part of
their reception into the Catholic Church
at the Easter Vigil. At right, our talented
choir and instrumentalists provide
beautiful music throughout the Triduum
of Holy Thursday, Good Friday and
4
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aments bring joy to all

Matilde Saenz, newly baptized, receives her baptismal candle (left), and parishioners renew their
baptismal promises and sign themselves at the font (above).

Above, Amanda Barbieri, left, and
Steve Wehrell, right, receive their First
Communion. At left, on the first night
of the Triduum, parishioners wash
each others’ feet during the Mass of
the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday.
Photos by John Dempsey
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Emma Blomberg, left, and Kelly Fleming (starring as Millie) sing
about “How the Other Half Lives” in St. Clare School’s production
of “Thoroughly Modern Millie Jr.”

Will Kinsella, left, Lindsey Hopkins and Alex Eichholz sing “Not for the Life of
Me” in the musical. Kelly, Will and Alex all cantor and sing in the children’s
choir at St. Clare Church.

St. Clare School news
CELEBRATIONS
Parents, students and faculty celebrated
Father Bill on his 50th anniversary as
a priest on May 2 and retiring Principal Milissa Faust and retiring teacher
Maureen Williams, third grade, on May 4.
Second-grade teacher Karen Stonewater
later announced her retirement.
REGISTRATION IS OPEN
Registration is open for grades K-8 for
the 2017-18 school year. Tuition was not
increased for the 2017-18 school year, and
tuition assistance is available for families
in need. For more information on St. Clare
School, visit www.saintclareschool.org or call
Principal Milissa Faust at 632-6327.
A few spots remain open in the Good
Shepherd Preschool for the 2017-18 school
year. For more information on the Good
Shepherd Preschool program, visit www.
gspreschoolofallon.com or contact Director
Sherri Hertzler at 726-6532 or sherhertz5@gmail.com.
BENEFIT DINNER AUCTION
St. Clare School enjoyed an elegant
dinner auction, with the theme “A Knight
with Gatsby,” to raise funds for the school’s
operating budget. Thanks to all of our generous donors and volunteers, who made
this another hugely successful auction.
FULL OF FAITH
Fifth-grade students visited the Poor
Clare Monastery to learn more about
these wonderful religious women and to
pray with them.
Father Jim hosted his annual tour
of Church history in St. Louis for his
6

seventh-grade Church history classes.
The students and chaperones visited
the Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis and
the St. Louis Art Museum. They also ate
lunch on the Hill.
He took the eighth-grade class to the
Diocese of Belleville Chrism Mass during
Holy Week and led them on a tour of St.
Peter Cathedral.
Students recently prayed the rosary for
the parishes that support the school and
honored Mary at the May Crowning, led
by the eighth grade.
Students in grades 3-8 were offered
the Sacrament of Reconciliation at school
during Lent.
TALENTS FEATURED
Students showcased their talents in
the annual Talent Show and Art Fair,
both in April, and the Spring Band and
Choral Concert in May.
CELEBRATING SUCCESS
Congratulations to our new Honor
Society members: Natalie Hale, Kelly
Hayden, Kiley McMinn, Ava Pace, Adeline Smith, Ryan Voss, Katherine Adkins,
Benjamin Hug, Lily Kampwerth, John
Martin, Shyanne Thompson, Julia Whitworth, Nicole Thoman, Jack Costello,
Ryan Zimmerman, Caitlin Conrad, Cale
Gundlach, Olivia Fults, Ryan Somraty,
Emma Blomberg and Amelia Bell.
The sixth-grade boys’ volleyball team
won the championship game at the Diocesan Tournament, and the eighth-grade
team was named the consolation champion.

The Scholar Bowl team competed in an
individual competition to end its season.
Awards were given: Varsity first place,
Ben McCoy; second place, Curt Stutsman;
JV 4th place, Michael Urbanski; and sixth
place, Garrett Busch. The varsity team
was undefeated this year and the JV
team also had a winning season.
Eleven students won awards in the
speech meet in March. Winning first
place honors were Claire Buchheit for a
monologue and Cami Crouch and Madison Luechtefeld, Adeline Smith and
Keegan Umali, Valerie Finck and Jillian
Sparks, all for duets. Winning seconds
were two duet teams of Sophie Reilly
and Sophie Ryan and Isabella Ponciroli
and Audrey Smith.
The Chess Team finished in second
place in the St. Clare Chess Tournament. Students with winning records
included: Braden Buck 4-0, Kade Radloff 4-0, Aidan Kelly 4-0, Nash Johaningmeyer 3-1, Jack Toennies 3-1, Owen
Buchheit 3-1, Andrew Hong 3-1, Cainan
Davidson 2-1-1, Cecilia McCarthy 2-1-1
and Thomas Tate 2-1-1.
GRADUATION AND HONORS
The school celebrated the graduation
of 38 eighth-grade students at Mass
on May 17 at St. Nicholas Church. Key
awards were presented at the graduation dinner on May 16.
FIELD DAY FUN
Students enjoyed a spectacular field
day with a superhero theme, thanks to
Parents and Friends volunteers.
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Youth Group news
SERVICE TRIP
St. Clare Youth Group will hold its
annual Hoyleton Service Trip June 18-23
to share time with the youth at Hoyleton
Children’s Home and do some work to
spruce up the place, while having fun and
growing in faith together. All high school
and college-age youth are invited to participate.
Students leave St. Clare Church at 4
p.m. on Sunday, June 18 and return at 4
p.m. on Friday, June 23.
Registration is $45 per student. During the week, students “camp out” in the
former chapel at Hoyleton and cook most
of their meals.
For more information, contact youth
group leader Karen Jalbert at 610-9149
or karenjalbert@gmail.com. Registration
forms are on the parish website and are
due June 1.
JUNE SPECIAL EVENTS
Join us for the Mystery Day Trip with Father Jim and youth leaders on Friday, June
2. All high school students, from incoming
freshmen to just-graduated seniors, are
invited for this trip to a mystery location
in the area. The carpool leaves the church
office at 9 a.m. and returns at 3 p.m.
Sign up by May 26 at janeadotson@
yahoo.com. Parents will be told the secret
location if you ask. Cost is $15 per person.
The zoo trip for high school youth is on
Sunday, June 11. Carpool leaves church at
4 p.m. Bring a sack lunch for dinner and
any spending money. Return to church at
7 p.m. to welcome new freshmen who attended the Crazy 8s event. Contact Karen

Jalbert at 618-610-9149 to sign up for
this trip by June 8.
HIGH SCHOOL GROUP
St. Clare Youth Group continues to
meet on most Sunday evenings in July
and August, but goes into “casual summer” mode with more games and just
“hanging out.”
The students meet in the new Youth
Room on the lower level of St. Clare
School and can enjoy activities in the
school gym or outside, too.
The group normally gathers from 6 to
7:30 p.m. Just enter through the school’s
middle doors and go downstairs. Incoming freshmen, just-graduated seniors
and newcomers are always welcome. The
group does not meet on holidays.
Watch the bulletin and website for
event times and dates. Karen Jalbert is
the warm and welcoming leader.
CRAZY 8S
The Crazy 8s youth group for seventhand eighth-graders will meet from 6 to 8
p.m. Sunday, June 11 for volleyball and
outdoor games, on July 16 for the Summer Splash Party and on Aug. 13 for a
back-to-school party. Come meet fun and
energetic Crazy 8s leader Amber Hardy.
Incoming seventh-graders are invited
starting June 11. Students who just
graduated from eighth grade will say
goodbye at the June 11 Crazy 8s meeting
and learn about the high school youth
group at the end of the meeting.
Parent chaperones and snack donations are needed for the meetings. Email
janeadotson@yahoo.com to help out.

Parish School of Religion registration for
the 2017-18 year is now available on the
parish website at www.stclarechurch.org and
will be open through Aug. 7. PSR is for our
students in grades K-8 who are not attending a Catholic school.
Registration also will be available after
the Masses on the weekends of July 29-30
and Aug. 5-6.
The fee is $65 for the family’s first child
enrolled and $55 for the second student
in the family, if registered by Aug. 7. A

discounted fee of $40 for each additional
child enrolled is available if two are enrolled at the regular fees. After the deadline, the fee increases to $90 per student.
An open house for parents and students
is set for the first day of classes — on
Sept. 10. Classes are held at St. Clare
School from 10:30 to 11:40 a.m. on Sundays throughout the school year.
For more information, payment arrangements or waivers, contact Jane Dotson at
632-3562 or janeadotson@yahoo.com.

In Memoriam

Wedding

We extend our prayerful sympathy to
the family and friends of deceased parishioners Helen Clayton, Dr. Thomas and
Doris Prosser, Walter Woods and Ron
Pendegrass.

We celebrate the Holy Matrimony of
Laura Pacatte and Ron Polillo and of
Marissa Schaefer and Jason Parsons.

PSR registration available now
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Welcome to our
newcomers

We welcome these newcomers to St.
Clare Parish:
Becky Amann and her children,
Kylee, 4, and Hunter, 1. They moved
here from Millstadt and chose St. Clare
Parish for its location and the Catholic
school. She works in financial services for
Northwestern Mutual. They are excited
to get involved in the parish and continue
their faith journey.
Joshua and Lindsay Wilson and
their daughters, Riley, 4, and Emma, 3.
They moved to Shiloh to be closer to their
workplaces. Joshua is an optometrist
with offices in Belleville and Nashville.
Lindsay works in student financial
services at Washington University. They
wanted to become associated with our
parish community as they consider enrolling their children in St. Clare School.
Chris and Audrey Walling and their
son, Declan, 1
Jordan Schwankhaus and Joni
Burke and their son, Lavin, 6
Ricardo Cumba
John and Carol Mueller and their
children, Grady, 5, and Morgan, 1
William and Christy Rasmussen
Greg and Hollie Stoltz and their
children, Gregory, 9, and Addison, 6
Nathan Estervig
Sharon Rambo
Johnny and Becky Lamontagne and
their daughters, Megan, 18, and Sarah, 16
James and Cassie Larson and their
sons, Avery, 4, and Caleb, 2
Steven and Kristina Moore and their
daughter, Faustina, 1

VBS offers fun way
to learn our faith
Get ready to learn more about God’s
Word with “Message Received: Hearing
God’s Call” Vacation Bible School – a fun
way to learn more about our faith.
VBS is slated for 9 a.m. to noon July
17-21 at St. Clare School for children
ages 4-10. St. Clare Parish is partnering
with Corpus Christi Parish on VBS.
Parents should turn in forms by June
1. After that, the cost increases from $20
to $40 per child and admission is on a
space-available basis.
Children are grouped by age and will
receive T-shirts on the first day of VBS so
they can wear them all week.
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This year’s First Holy Communion class includes Kaylee Burgess, Charles Cappel, Adelaide Chambers, Luke Chappell, Sean
Chappell, Kirsten Chapple, Gavin Coffey, Camdyn Compton, Eberardo Cortes, William Driscoll, Jiana Fuentes, Nicholas Gass,
Scarlett Gentille, Lourdes Gonzalez, Catherine Gross, Shea Guinn, Marshall Harris, Vivianne Herich, Madeline Homrig, Lucas
Howk, Jacob Hug, Damian Jansen, Kayla Kalmer, Lydia Kinsella, Mason Konze, Matthew Marshall, Abigayle Monroe, Michael
Pierce, John Pierre, Alexis Sarginson, Max Schoby, Lorelai Stanis-Way, Alexander Theismann, Nolan Vojak, Gabriel Vojak,
Logan Walter and Brian Wendt. Most of them celebrated their First Communion at Mass on April 23.

