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Holy Thursday
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration follows
Night Prayer  9:30 p.m.

Good Friday
Morning Prayer 8 a.m.
Stations of the Cross 3 p.m.
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 7 p.m.

Holy Saturday
Morning Prayer 8 a.m.

Easter Vigil 8 p.m. 
Easter “Breakfast” following
 in the Fellowship Hall

Easter Sunday
Masses 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

By Stephen Eros
Director of Liturgy and Music
 The Triduum – the three holy days 
– are the most significant days of the 
liturgical year, and we are called to par-
ticipate in these days of prayer celebrat-
ing the passion, death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. This is the foundation of 
our faith.
 The liturgies of Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday and Holy Saturday are actually 
one continuous liturgy, beginning with 
the sign of the cross on Holy Thursday 
and ending with the dismissal “Go in 
peace” at the end of the Easter Vigil. 
Among the many ancient rituals we cel-
ebrate in this liturgy are the sacraments 
of initiation for our Elect. 

Holy Thursday
 Perhaps the most memorable ritual 
of this night is the Washing of Feet, and 
all are welcome to participate in this at 
St. Clare. This is not only a sign of Jesus 
commissioning us to humble service, but 
it also represents the institution of the 
priesthood, beginning with the Apostles. 
The holy oils received from Bishop Brax-
ton at the Chrism Mass are presented for 
use in our parish over the next year. The 
Old Testament reading commemorates 
the Jewish Passover. The New Testament 
readings proclaim the new Passover with 
Christ as the victim and the priest. With 
that, we celebrate the institution of the 
Eucharist. We process with the Eucharist 
consecrated on this night to an altar of 
repose and the sanctuary is stripped. 
There is no dismissal. The evening con-
cludes with adoration and Night Prayer.  
                      Good Friday
 We watch, fast and pray as we com-
memorate Jesus’ passion on this somber 
day. As a community, we begin with 
Morning Prayer and continue praying 
through the day with Stations of the 
Cross at the significant hour of 3 p.m. 
This night, as the liturgy from Thursday 
continues with a silent procession, we 
hear the Passion according to St. John. 
The solemn intercessions for the univer-
sal needs of God’s people are chanted. 

The Triduum – the foundation of our faith!

As a community, we come forward to 
venerate the cross, recognizing it as the 
instrument of our salvation. We receive 
Holy Communion, consecrated from the 
evening Mass on Holy Thursday. We 
leave in silence.

Holy Saturday
 We begin this day as a community with 
Morning Prayer. We pray with our Elect 
in the final hours before their initiation. 
 The height of the Triduum begins at 
sunset with the Great Easter Vigil. We 
bless and light the Paschal candle, which 
is then processed into a dark church – 
the light of Easter salvation purging the 
darkness. The Exultet, the great hymn 
of praise, is chanted. It recounts God’s 
saving works throughout time, culminat-
ing with the gift of Jesus Christ. The 
candle itself is a symbol of sacrifice:  the 
sacrifice of bees working to produce wax 
and the sacrifice of the candle itself for 

Triduum Schedule
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 The Catholic Men for Christ will meet 
on Saturday, May 27 and June 24, for food 
and fellowship from 8 to 8:30 a.m. and an 
activity from 8:30 to 10 a.m. An optional 
Rosary starts at 7:30 a.m. in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel behind the altar. 
 On May 27, the group will tour a nearby 
shrine, cathedral or church. On June 
24, Stephen Eros will speak about the 
General Instruction of the Roman Missal, 
which explains what we do during Mass 
and why. All parish men are invited.

Men’s group to 
explore our faith

Try something
new to learn,
grow in faith    Easter morning when I was a child 

was a special day to wear a new outfit 
to church. At least it was new to me, 
although it was usually a hand-me-
down from an older brother. Either way, 
we all knew that Easter was very spe-
cial and involved not only dressing up but 
also extra time for our entire family to 
be together at church for Holy Thursday, 
Good Friday and Sunday morning.
 These same three days of the Triduum 
are extra special here at St. Clare as we 
celebrate the Catholic Church’s high-
est holy days with inspiring music, 
scripture, rituals and processions. In this, 
our 150th anniversary year, we’re also 
making an extra special effort to reach 
out to our entire parish “family,” espe-
cially those members who for whatever 
reason do not feel very connected to St. 
Clare. Many of them — and perhaps you 
are among them — will be in our pews 
on Easter morning, and we want to do all 
we can to extend our hands and hearts 
so ALL will be inspired to be better con-
nected to our parish and be with us to 
worship on a weekly basis.
  If someone you know needs a personal 

An Easter invitation to get 
reconnected to our Church

invitation to get reconnected to our par-
ish, this Easter is a wonderful opportu-
nity to invite that person back. If you 
yourself have been away, what better 
time to make a renewed commitment to 
your faith and to rediscover the wonder-
ful parish family that’s been missing you 
and longing to welcome you home!
  The whole Easter Season is such a 
beautiful time of year for new life, new 
possibilities, even miracles — like some-
one rising from the dead! Let us all make 
an extra effort to live our faith more pas-
sionately and have the courage to invite 
someone we know to come to church with 
us!

Do you know someone away from 
the Catholic church?

Only one-third of Catholics attend Mass on a regular basis -
Let’s invite them back!

Visit CatholicsComeHome.org to:

Help bring your friends and loved-ones back to the Catholic church!

•  View the TV commercials that are helping bring hundreds of  
  thousands of souls back “home” to Church

•  Learn and grow deeper in your faith, support this ministry, 
 and share the web page with your friends and family

•  “Like” CCH on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/   
  catholicscomehome.org

 Our parish offers many opportunities 
for faith formation and prayer as we seek 
to live out the baptismal promises we 
renew at Easter. Please join us for these 
upcoming events.
 Father Jim will talk on Devotion to 
Mary at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 20 in 
the Fellowship Hall. This event is co-
sponsored by the Catholic Men for Christ, 
and everyone is welcome.
 Divine Mercy Sunday is April 23, 
and a celebration will be held from 1:30 
to 3:30 p.m. at St. Clare. It will feature 
praying the Rosary and Divine Mercy 
Chaplet, Adoration, Confession and the 
presence of a relic of St. Faustina. For 
more information, contact Mary Gomez at 
416-1616. 
 In preparation for Divine Mercy 
Sunday, join a group praying the Divine 
Mercy novena at St. Clare at 2:30 p.m. 
on Good Friday (Stations of the Cross at 3 
p.m.) and for the next eight days at 3 p.m. 
in the church. 
 The Retreat Committee will host 
a Renewal Reunion for all past 
participants of the Christ Renews His 
Parish (Men’s and Women’s Renewal) 
weekends. This is slated for Saturday, 
July 15, following the 5 p.m. Mass. 
 Please continue to pray for inactive 
Catholics as well as for our willingness to 
reach out to them. 
 Also, if you or anyone you know is 
interested in becoming Catholic or 
searching for a spiritual home, let them 
know that our inquiry and RCIA process 
runs year-round. So any time is a good 
time to ask for more information or to 
check us out. Contact Matthew Flynn for 
more information (matthewflynn5@gmail.
com or 632-3562).



 Tammy Earley found inspiration to 
enter the RCIA 
process through the 
encouragement of 
a close friend, St. 
Clare parishioner 
Tanja Ramsby, and 
her daughter, Shan-
non Naue. She felt 
that she could no 
longer ignore the 
call to come to the 
Church. The faith 
journey has given 
Tammy hope and comfort, as so many 
paths crossed for many reasons to ulti-
mately lead her to the Catholic Church. 
She is appreciative of the parishioners 
and the RCIA team for their support, 
guidance, knowledge, experiences and 
inspiration. Her sponsor is Tanja Ramsby. 
 Lonny Roberts comes to the Catholic 
Church from the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints (Mormon) faith. He 
has been attending Mass at St. Clare 
for several years with his wife, Denise, 
a cradle Catholic. Lonny found inspira-
tion to become Catholic from Father 
Jim’s spirituality and homilies and from 
the Holy Spirit. The faith journey has 

given Lonny a better 
understanding of and 
a closer relationship 
with Jesus, as well 
as the feeling that 
he is finally on the 
right path. Lonny is 
sponsored by his wife. 
 Matilde Saenz 
was inspired to go 
through RCIA to gain 
a greater understand-
ing about Catholicism and to strengthen 
her faith. The faith journey has given 

Matilde a cer-
tain satisfaction 
and peace within 
herself; she feels 
closeness to God 
and greater love 
for Him and her 
faith. The more she 
learns and under-
stands as she ap-
proaches Baptism, 

the happier she feels! 
Her sponsor is Alicia Saenz, her mother-
in-law.

By Shannon Murphy
 Our parish community will witness four 
Candidates renew their baptismal promis-
es and complete their Christian Initiation 
through the Sacraments of Confirmation 
and Eucharist at the Easter Vigil. 
 Amanda Barbieri was baptized at 
Calvary Baptist Church in Lexington, Ky. 
She was drawn to the Catholic Church 

by her role as a 
mother. She and 
her husband, Joe, 
who is Catholic, 
have two sons, 
William, 4, and 
Elliot, 1. She wants 
to raise her family 
united under one 
faith and realized 
the best way to 

share Catholic principles and teachings 
was to become one herself! The faith 
journey has given Amanda a deeper and 
richer relationship with Christ and a 
community home for her family at St. 
Clare. Amanda feels very blessed to have 
so many spiritual people in her life sup-
porting her on her faith journey and is 
particularly grateful to Matt Flynn for his 
wisdom and guidance. Her sponsor is Bill 
Barbieri, her father-in-law and a parish-

and especially thanks 
Deacon Dennis Vander 
Ven and Matt Flynn, 
who helped bring him 
on a closer walk with 
Jesus. He approaches 
entry into the Catholic 
Church with a better 
appreciation for his 
life and his wife and 
children, Carter, 6; 

Luke, 4; and Conor, 9 months. His sponsor 
is Steve Bachmann, who is his father-in-
law and a St. Clare parishioner.
 Steve Wehrell was baptized in the 
Episcopalian faith in Omaha, Neb. He 
was drawn to the Catholic faith through 
his wife, Jackie; and 
daughters, Cecelia, 5, 
and Julianna, 1. He 
began experiencing 
the faith by attending 
Mass with them. He 
says that his faith has 
grown through the 
RCIA process, and he 
is truly excited to be 
joining the Catholic 
Church. His sponsor, Steve Smith, is his 
brother-in-law and a St. Clare parishioner.
 

ioner at St. Peter Church in Belleville.
 Jett Cates was baptized at the Church 
of the Nazarene in Anna, Ill., in 1965. He 

was inspired to con-
vert to Catholicism by 
his late wife, St. Clare 
parishioner Pat Cates, 
who was also a con-
vert and went through 
her own RCIA journey. 
Pat’s unwavering faith 
and commitment to 
the Church during 
her long battle with 

cancer moved Jett to seek membership in 
the Catholic Church for himself. He also 
credits the entire Catholic community, in 
particular the support and spirit of St. 
Clare’s parishioners, as a great source of 
inspiration. His sponsor is Barbara Moore, 
a St. Nicholas parishioner and family 
friend of almost 30 years.
 Kramer Terrell was baptized at 
the non-denominational Abundant Life 
Christian Church in Hillsborough, N.C. 
He was inspired to go through RCIA by 
his wife, Katie, who is a lifelong Catholic. 
When he started to attend St. Clare, he felt 
relief from his inner turmoil and found the 
peace that he had been seeking. Kramer 
has grown stronger on his faith journey 
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Four to complete initiation into Church

Steve Wehrell

By Shannon Murphy
 At the Easter Vigil Mass, our parish 
community will celebrate as four Elect 
are initiated into the Catholic Church 
through the Sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation and Eucharist. 
 Ashlynn Adrian was inspired to 
enter the Rite of Christian Initiation for 

Adults (RCIA) 
process by a 
desire to belong 
to something 
bigger than her-
self. Her family 
is Catholic, and 
it became clear 
that it was time 
for her to begin 
her journey. 
Ashlynn’s faith 

formation gives her 
a sense of belong-

ing and a feeling of true happiness un-
like anything she’s felt before. Ashlynn 
knows that the Catholic faith is the 
right path for her life and is excited to 
continue deepening her understanding of 
the Church. Her sponsor is her mother, 
Colette Adrian, and her godmother is 
Carol Adrian, her grandmother. 

Four to be fully initiated at Easter Vigil

Ashlynn Adrian

Matilde Saenz



help through volunteers, donations of 
items, purchase of raffle tickets and 
advertisements in the booklet. Contact 
Allie Salzman at artwithallie@yahoo.com or 
447-2272, Tara Short at tarashort4@icloud.
com or 444-1544 or the school office at 
632-6327.

LENTEN ACTIVITIES
 During Lent the students “tithed a 
treat” and made donations to help the 
Franciscans build a well in the Sudan 
for clean water and so girls do not have 
to walk hours to get water and miss 
school.  The school celebrated a Mission 
Mass on March 21.

HELPING THOSE IN NEED
 Students donated to the O’Fallon Food 
Pantry Easter Meal Baskets program 
by purchasing Links of Love. The 7th 
and 8th grade St. Vincent DePaul group 
sponsored the project, which raised $543. 
The fourth grade had the longest chain. 

St. Clare School news
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St. Clare School alumnus Melissa Haeffner recently 
spoke to students at the school to thank the community 
for helping fund her participation as a top world 
scientist in the first Homeward Bound expedition to 
Antarctica. The social scientist was one of 76 female 
scientists worldwide chosen for the expedition, where 
they focused on leadership and communication 
among their fields. She is a post-doctoral researcher 
at Utah State University, specializing in environment 
and society. She studies how people manage water 
throughout the world and has published a book on the 
'water walker' girls in Ghana. 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN
 Parents who missed St. Clare School’s 
kindergarten registration should contact 
the school right away as there are still 
spots open for the 2017-18 school year.  
The school hopes to have three small 
kindergarten classes next year.
 Registration also is open for grades 1-8 
for the upcoming school year.
 Tuition was not increased for the 2017-
18 school year, and tuition assistance is 
available for families in need. For more 
information on St. Clare School, visit 
www.saintclareschool.org or call Principal 
Milissa Faust at 632-6327. 
 A few spots remain open in the Good 
Shepherd Preschool for the 2017-18 
school year. The preschool is located at 
St. Nicholas Church, 627 St. Nicholas 
Drive in O’Fallon. Half day (8:30-11:30 
a.m.) and full-day (8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.) 
options are available with extended care 
offered until 3:30 pm. The school also 
has a playgroup for caregivers and tots 9 
months-age 3. 
 For more information on the Good 
Shepherd Preschool program, visit www.
gspreschoolofallon.com or contact Director 
Sherri Hertzler at 726-6532 or sher-
hertz5@gmail.com.

BENEFIT DINNER AUCTION
 All parishioners are invited to enjoy  
“A Knight with Gatsby” at the school’s 
annual benefit dinner-auction on Satur-
day, May 6 at Gateway Classic Cars in 
O’Fallon. This spectacular event helps 
raise funds for the school’s operating bud-
get. Cocktails and hors d’oeuvres are from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. with dinner served at 7 
p.m. for this adults-only event. The silent 
auction runs from 5:30 to 8 p.m., and then 
the oral auction begins. Tickets are on 
sale for $50 per person, and everyone is 
encouraged to dress in 1920s attire.
 The committee can always use more 

TAKING THE STAGE
 Students in the 5th-8th grade choir 
wowed audiences at their musical, 
“Thoroughly Modern Millie,” March 29-
30.
 Music students in grades 3-4 also 
delighted the crowds with their short 
musical, “Land of the Lost and Found,” 
which is based on the parables of build-
ing the kingdom of God.
 On April 27, students will showcase 
their talents in the talent show with 
performances at 1:30 and 6:30 p.m. in 
the gym. 

WINNING AWARDS
 The Science and Academic Fair fea-
tured many wonderful entries, showing 
the students’ talent and hard work. 
Award winners were: Best of 5th Grade, 
Alex Hattan; Best of 6th Grade Science, 
Lily Kampwerth; Best of 6th Grade 
Alternative, Kelly Hayden; Best of 7th 
Grade, Ben Hettenhausen; Best of 8th 
Grade and Best of Fair, Olivia Fults.
 St. Clare vocalists and musicians won 
many awards in the Solo and Ensemble 
Contest, hosted at St. Clare for students 
in area schools. First superiors were 
awarded to the Concert Band, Lab Band 
and Concert Choir, as well as to 11 
students. Forty other students won first-
place medals.
 Spelling Bee winners were: first place, 
Ben McCoy; second place, Natalie Hale; 
and third place, Josh Maher.

ATHLETIC BENEFITS
 The eighth annual St. Clare Athletic 
Association Easter Eggstraordinaire 
Three-Mile Run, Kids Fun Run and Egg 
Hunt is slated for 9 a.m. Saturday, April 
15 at Rohr Field. Registration forms are 
available at the school or call 632-6327.
 The Athletic Association golf tourna-
ment is slated for May 12 at the 
Orchards Golf Course.

    Webelos Scouts from our Cub Scout 
Pack 94 bring forward the gifts during 
Mass on Scout Sunday, Feb. 5. After 
Mass, Father Jim presented religious 
awards to the 11 Scouts who earned 
their award in 2016. These Scouts also 
received a religious award medal at the 
diocesan ceremony in February. 
  Photo by Jack Leisure

Boy Scout 
Sunday

mailto:artwithallie@yahoo.com
mailto:tarashort4@icloud.com
mailto:tarashort4@icloud.com
http://www.saintclareschool.org
http://www.gspreschoolofallon.com
http://www.gspreschoolofallon.com
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Photos by Jane Dotson

 St. Clare Parish will kick off our 
150th anniversary celebration at the 
Parish Pentecost Festival on Sunday, 
June 4. To add to the festivities this 
year, the festival planners would like 
to include some down-home food from 
the USA in addition to the worldwide 
feast we enjoy each year.
 So if you hail from Texas and know 
you have the best brisket or from 
SoCal and make the best fish tacos or 
you want to showcase the New Eng-
land clam chowder, Chicago pizza or 
Philly cheese steak you grew up with, 
then sign up today to have a booth at 
the festival.

Calling all cooks: Showcase your heritage
 “We love to have parishioners share 
their ethnic foods from around the 
world, but this year – with our bigger 
celebration – we want to expand the 
menu to include unique regional foods 
from around the United States, as well,” 
said Kristy Turner, Hospitality Commit-
tee chairman. “We realize that a huge 
portion of our parish has come from 
another place in the United States and 
from throughout the world.”
 The festival is held on the church 
grounds, and everyone is invited to 
help make this day special. For each 
food booth, a family or a small group 
of parishioners with a common ethnic 

background works together to prepare 
sample portions of foods. They also get cre-
ative and decorate their booth. The parish 
provides the serving plates and utensils. 
 To find out more details on hosting a 
food booth, contact Donna Sparks, food 
booth chairman, at dsparks64@gmail.com or 
979-240-3494.
 The event kicks off at 11:30 a.m. that 
day. The picnic will be held on the east 
lawn and parking lot outside of the Fel-
lowship Hall. 
 Tickets will be on sale after Mass, start-
ing in April, at $5 per person or $15 per 
family.

Blessing Cup Retreat offers day of faith, family

Our First Communicants enjoyed a 
special day to help prepare for their 
First Holy Communion when they 
took part in our parish’s Blessing 
Cup Retreat. Students tasted the 
bread and wine, practiced going 
to Communion, read letters of 
affirmation and painted blessing 
cups. Children and parents also 
learned special lessons on prayer 
and how to use a blessing cup 
from Father Jim. Thirty-seven 
students will receive their First 
Holy Communion this year during 

mailto:dsparks64@gmail.com
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Luke 18: ‘Jesus take the wheel’
High school and college students led 74 eighth-graders (Lukers) through a Mario Kart-themed Luke 18 Retreat March 3-5 at St. Clare School. 
From the fun-filled opening welcome to the emotional closing ceremony, the student leaders shared their faith and life lessons with the Lukers 
through talks, skits, songs and share groups. Food and fun were also a big part of the weekend for the students from St. Clare, St. Nicholas 
and Corpus Christi parishes. Thanks to all adult and college volunteers for their work on the weekend. Photos by Tyler Klaus and Jane Dotson



In Memoriam

Baptisms
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Photos by Jack Leisure

Welcome to 
our newcomers

Confirmation students are all smiles 
after working at the O'Fallon Food 
Pantry for a service project. This group 
cleaned and stocked shelves to help 
out, while learning more about people in 
need in our community.

 The Respect Life Committee is raising 
money to help send a 10-person Lifeline 
Team to the Rally Round for Ultrasound 
in Tacoma, Wash., in August with the 
long-term goal of reducing the number of 
abortions in the St. Louis area.
 The rally is designed to raise money 
for ultrasound machines for crisis 
pregnancy centers, which will use them 
to help educate pregnant women in the 
hopes of preventing abortions. Stud-
ies show that a pregnant woman who 
sees her baby on ultrasound is 97% less 
likely to have an abortion. 
 ThriVe St. Louis, a crisis pregnancy 
center, will receive a free ultrasound 
machine because of our team’s partici-
pation. The committee will have a bake 
sale after Masses on April 29-30 and will 
sell long-stemmed roses after Masses on 
Mother’s Day weekend, May 13-14. Help 
save the unborn!

Respect Life 
events aimed 
at saving lives

 We welcome these newcomers to St. 
Clare Parish:
 Jaye and Kellyn Lindsay and their 
daughters, Amelia, 4, and Daphne, 2, 
recently moved to the area from Mun-
delein, IL. They chose St. Clare because 
they are seeking a good Catholic educa-
tion for their children. They are expect-
ing a third daughter in April. Jaye is an 
attorney, and Kellyn is a homemaker. 
 Ralph and Angeles Moran have lived 
in O’Fallon for over 20 years but have 
attended Mass at Scott Air Force Base. 
They were led to St. Clare through Ste-
phen Eros, who was a student of Angeles 
and invited them to visit. They loved the 
service and family atmosphere. Angeles 
is a retired teacher. Ralph is a senior 
computer analyst at SAFB and retired 
from the Air Force. They have three 
adult children living out of town and five 
grandchildren.
 Nathan and Jen Smith and their son, 
Colton, 3 months
 Katie and James Rybak and their 
children, Bradley, 5; Leo, 2; and Mina, 2
 Cecilia Perry and her children, Jack, 
5, and Asher, 4
 Nicholas and Gina Gallagher and 
their children, Brendan, 2, and Colin, 9 
months
 David and Christina Bereda and 
their children, Brennan, 5; Jorden, 3; 
and Finley, 1
 Ana Logue and her twin girls, 
Josephina and Amaria Rushing, 6 
months
 Joseph and Alison Mark and their 
children, Jordan, 4, and Connor, 1

Family Fun Night

Families enjoy a fun night out together playing bingo and eating snacks at the parish’s Family 
Fun Night in February. The event, hosted by the Hospitality Committee, filled the Fellowship Hall. 
The bingo was free, and there were plenty of prizes for all ages.

 We welcome our newly baptized 
children: Aurora Elizabeth, daughter 
of Charles and Kristina Pope; Bralynn 
Alexa, daughter of Gerardo and Matilde 
Saenz; Grayson Garrett, son of Gerardo 
and Matilde Saenz; Griffin Stone, son 
of Paul and Anna Barackman; Adam 
Philip, son of Jonathan and Chantelle 
Friedman; and Conor Stephen, son of 
Kramer and Mary Kathryn Terrell.

 We extend our prayerful sympathy to 
the family and friends of deceased parish-
ioner Idamay Pfeiffer.

Helping hands 
at food pantry

Confirmation sponsors share their wisdom
Confirmation students 
hear faith stories from 
their sponsors at the 
REAP Retreat in Feb-
ruary. The group spent 
the afternoon explor-
ing our faith and the 
pressures we face in 
learning how to be real 
and faithful.

   All high school youth are invited to 
attend our spring service retreat April 
22-23 at Hoyleton Children’s Home in 
Hoyleton, IL. The retreat offers time for 
service, faith sharing, food and fun.
   Email janeadotson@yahoo.com to 
register. 

Youth retreat set
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Women’s Renewal Weekend

A dozen women from the parish had their faith lives renewed and uplifted at the Women’s
Renewal Weekend in February. The retreat, hosted by a team of amazing women with plenty 
of retreat experience, offered faith sharing, time for reflection and prayer, and plenty of food 
and friendship. Our parish hosts renewal weekends for men and for women once a year.

ings from the Old Testament that pro-
gressively tell the story of salvation. The 
church is brightened as the Gloria is sung. 
This ancient hymn of praise leads into 
the Epistle, Alleluia and Gospel, which 
proclaim that Christ has died and risen 
for us. We call upon the saints in prayer 
as the Elect process to the baptismal font. 
They are submerged into living waters, 
washed free of sin and evil, and arise as 
new creations in Christ. Having received 
the Holy Spirit in their Baptism, they and 
the candidates are sealed with the Holy 
Spirit in the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
We renew our baptismal promises and, 
as a community,  celebrate together the 
Easter Eucharist, which is the final step 
of initiation for our Elect.
 Because of the importance of these high 
holy days, we allow our normal routines 
to be put on hold while we enter into this 
experience of God’s time. In this three-
day liturgy, our gathering as the Body of 
Christ summons Christ into our midst. 
Through the Washing of the Feet, Venera-
tion of the Cross and celebration of the 
Easter Sacraments, Christ is present, and 
the Holy Spirit renews us to go out to all 
the world and make disciples. 

The Triduum (continued)


