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A Blessed Christmas to You!

On behalf of our staff and all our parishioners, we warmly welcome
all visitors who are joining us today. I want to thank all of our faithful
parishioners who are here each week and offer their time, talent, and
treasure on a regular basis to keep our parish so alive in God’s Spirit. I
pray that this liturgy will truly fill each of us with a deeper awareness
of God’s Peace, Joy, and Love, which are given to us through the Holy
Spirit.
We offer a special welcome to those in our midst today who are
“coming back” to the Church and to those who are looking for a new
parish community to join. Our prayer for you is that this Mass will fill
you with a new Spirit that will inspire you to come back on a regular basis for Sunday Mass. If you are interested in joining or finding out more
about St. Clare Parish, please pick up a welcome packet in the gathering
space on your way out of church today. If you are not Catholic but are
interested in learning more about the Catholic Church, please call the
parish office for more information.
Let us lift up our voices at the Mass in praise of God for the gift of his
Son, Jesus Christ, who has come to set us free and give us God’s
Mercy and Love!
Fr. Jim Deiters
Pastor
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4:30 mass PRelude
sT. claRe of assisi cHeRuB & TReBle cHoiRs
Creator of the Stars of Night

Chant, Mode IV – Text: 9th Century Latin

Creator of the stars of night,
Your people’s everlasting light,
O Christ, Redeemer of us all,
We pray you hear us when we call.

At your great Name, O Jesus, now
All knees must bend, all hearts must bow;
All things on earth with one accord,
Like those in heav’n, shall call you Lord.

In sorrow that the ancient curse
Should doom to death a universe,
You came, O Savior, to set free
Your own in glorious liberty.

Come in your holy might, we pray,
Redeem us for eternal day;
Defend us while we dwell below
From all assaults of our dread foe.

When this old world drew on toward night,
You came; but not in splendor bright,
Not as a monarch, but the child
Of Mary, blameless mother mild.

To God Creator, God the Son,
And God the Spirit, Three in One,
Praise, honor, might, and glory be
From age to age eternally.

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
Basque Carol (Robert Powell, arr.)
Gabrielle Millikin, flute
Dance and Sing

Hebrew Folk Melody (Hal Hopson, arr.) – Text: Isaiah 11:1-7

Dance and sing, for the Lord will be with us. Glory, hallelujah.
Peace and justice soon will be with us. Glory, hallelujah.
Clap your hands and sing: Glory, hallelujah.
Joyful voices ring. Glory, hallelujah.
Soon a son will come from Jesse. His delight shall be the Lord.
He shall reign with truth and justice. Come, O Savior, come.
Wolf and lamb shall rest together; calf and lion shall join as friends.
Peace shall come to all the nations. Come, O Savior, come.
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Hail Mary

William Ferris (1937-2000)
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you;
blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,
now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

Assembly CArol: O Little Town of Bethlehem
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Christmas Hymn

Flor Peeters (1903-1986)
Text: Rev. Hyacinth Blocker, O.F.M. (1904-1969)

Hear Mary crooning a lullaby, Ave!
And angels echoing from the sky, Ave!
See Joseph smile with pride and joy,
And whittle a block of wood for a toy
To give to the fair little sleeping Boy, Ave!

Now in the heavens the angels sing. Ave!
All praise to God in the highest bring! Ave!
The shepherds hear the music soar
And gather together lambs from their store
And run to the stable and Christ adore. Ave!

Rejoice with them in Bethlehem,
And glory give this Christmas Day.
Praise to God and peace to men as long as ages run. Amen

Christ Was Born on Christmas Day

Medieval Tune (Pat Messick, arr.)

Christ was born on Christmas Day in a manger filled with hay;
Sheep and cows around him lay. Christ was born on Christmas Day.
Shepherds heard the song that night as angels all around them bright
Told them of a wondrous sight. Shepherds heard the song that night.
Wise men came with gifts to bring and bowed down to the baby king.
Guided by a star they’d seen, wise men came with gifts to bring.
Sing we Noel!
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Assembly CArol: Away in a Manger

He Is Born

Traditional French Carol (Ellen Coman, arr.)
He is born, the holy child, play the oboe and bagpipes merrily!
He is born, the holy child, sing we all of the Savior mild.

Through long ages of the past, prophets have foretold his coming;
Through long ages of the past, Now the time has come at last!
O how lovely, O how pure is this perfect child of heaven;
O how lovely, O how pure, gracious gift to humankind.
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Jesus, Lord of all the world, coming as a child among us,
Jesus, Lord of all the world, grant to us thy heav’nly peace.

Glory, Hodie!

Robert Thygerson

A tiny little babe was born one night, in a stable bare, bathed in candlelight,
A humble little child that slept till break of day.
The shepherds in the fields bowed down in fright,
to shield their eyes from the heav’nly light.
Then hastened to the stable long ‘fore break of day.
Angel hosts sang, “Allelu, Glory to the promised Son;
Glory to the newborn King, Jesu, chosen one.”
The wise men from the East led by a star, traveled to the babr from their lands afar,
To lay their precious gifts before Him on the hay,
The baby Jesus born in lowly stall, with His love and grace to redeem us all,
Sing glory, halleluia, glory, Hodie.
Do You Hear What I Hear?

Noel Rigney & Gloria Shayne (Harry Simeone, arr.)

Said the night wind to the little lamb,
“Do you see what I see? Way up in the sky, little lamb,
Do you see what I see? A star, a star, dancing in the night
With a tail as big as a kite, With a tail as big as a kite.”
Said the little lamb to the shepherd boy,
“Do you hear what I hear? Ringing through the sky, shepherd boy,
Do you hear what I hear? A song, a song high above the trees
With a voice as big as the sea, With a voice as big as the sea.”
Said the shepherd boy to the mighty king,
“Do you know what I know? In your palace warm, mighty king,
Do you know what I know? A Child, a Child shivers in the cold-Let us bring him silver and gold, Let us bring him silver and gold.”
Said the king to the people everywhere,
“Listen to what I say! Pray for peace, people, everywhere,
Listen to what I say! The Child, the Child sleeping in the night
He will bring us goodness and light, He will bring us goodness and light.”

PleAse turn to PAge 16 for the order of mAss.
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11:00 mass PRelude
sT. claRe of assisi cHoiR
While By My Sheep

17th Century German Carol
Hugo Jüngst (1853-1923), arr.

While by my sheep we watched at night, glad tidings brought an angel bright.
How great our joy! Joy, joy, joy! Praise we the Lord in heaven on high!
There shall be born, so he did say, in Bethlehem a child today.
There shall the child lie in a stall, this child who shall redeem us all.
This gift of God we’ll cherish well, that ever joy our hearts shall fill.
Carolyn Howk, Karen Jalbert, Gary Dotson, Tim Claxton
Echo Quartet
O Holy Night

Adolphe Adam (1803-1856)
Text: Placide Cappeau (1808-1877)
O Holy Night! The stars are brightly shining,
It is the night of the dear Saviour’s birth.
Long lay the world in sin and error pining.
Till He appeared and the Soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.
Fall on your knees! Oh, hear the angel voices!
O night divine, O night when Christ was born;
O night, O Holy Night, O night divine!
Christ is the Lord! Then ever, ever praise we,
His power and glory ever more proclaim!
Maddie Schillinger, soloist
Alex Schillinger, trumpet
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Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming

Traditional German Carol
Dale Adelmann (b.1961), arr.
Text: Anonymous, 15th Century

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming as seers of old have sung.
It came, a blossom bright, amid the cold of winter, when half spent was the night.
Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind,
with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Savior, when half spent was the night.
O Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air,
dispels in glorious splendor the darkness everywhere.
True man, yet very God, from sin and death now save us, and share our every load.

Gesù Bambino

Pietro Yon (1886-1943)
Text: Frederick H. Martens

When blossoms flowered ‘mid the snows Upon a winter night,
Was born the Child, the Christmas Rose, The King of Love and Light.
The angels sang, the shepherds sang, The grateful earth rejoiced;
And at His blessed birth the stars Their exultation voiced.
O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.
Again the heart with rapture glows To greet the holy night,
That gave the world its Christmas Rose, Its King of Love and Light.
Let ev’ry voice acclaim His name, The grateful chorus swell.
From paradise to earth He came That we with Him might dwell.
Barbara Compton, soloist

11

O Come, Divine Messiah!

Traditional French Carol
Howard Helvey (b.1968), arr.
Text: M. l’abbé Pellegrin (1663-1745)

O come, Divine Messiah, The world in silence waits the day
When hope shall sing its triumph, And sadness flee away.
Dear Savior, haste! Come, come to earth. Dispel the night and show your face,
And bid us hail the dawn of grace. O come, Divine Messiah,
The world in silence waits the day When hope shall sing its triumph, And sadness flee away.
You come in peace and meekness, And lowly will your cradle be:
All clothed in human weakness Shall we your God-head see.
O come Desired of nations, Whom priest and prophet long foretold,
Come break the captive fetters, Redeem the long-lost fold.
Before the Marvel of This Night

Carl Schalk (b.1929)
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda (1919-2008)

Before the marvel of this night, adoring, fold your wings and bow;
then tear the sky apart with light and with your news the world endow.
Proclaim the birth of Christ and peace, that fear and death and sorrow cease:
sing peace; sing peace; sing gift of peace; sing peace; sing gift of peace!
Awake the sleeping world with song: this is the day the Lord has made.
Assemble here, celestial throng, in royal splendor come arrayed.
Give earth a glimpse of heavenly bliss, a teasing taste of what they miss:
sing bliss; sing bliss; sing endless bliss; sing bliss; sing endless bliss!
The love that we have always known, our constant joy and endless light,
now to the loveless world be shown, now break upon its deathly night.
Into one song compress the love that rules our universe above:
sing love; sing love; sing God is love; sing love; sing God is love!
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“And the Glory of the Lord” from Messiah

George Frederic Handel (1685-1759)
Text: Isaiah 40:5

And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.
What Child

Paul W. Lohman
Text: William Chatterton Dix (1837-1896)

What Child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ, the King,Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The Babe, the Son of Mary!
Why lies He in such mean estate, Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here The silent Word is pleading.
So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, Come, peasant, king to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him.

Love Came Down at Christmas

Howard Helvey
Text: Christina Rossetti (1830-1894)

Love came down at Christmas, Love all lovely, Love Divine,
Love was born at Christmas, Star and Angels gave the sign.
Worship we the Godhead, Love Incarnate, Love Divine,
Worship we our Jesus, But wherewith for sacred sign?
Love shall be our token, Love be yours and love be mine,
Love to God and all men, Love for plea and gift and sign.
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Proclamation of the Nativity of the Lord
from the Roman Martyrology
The announcement of the Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord from the Roman Martyrology draws upon Sacred Scripture to declare in a formal way the birth of Christ. It begins with
creation and relates the birth of the Lord to the major events and personages of sacred and
secular history. The particular events contained in the announcement help pastorally to situate
the birth of Jesus in the context of salvation history.
The Twenty-fifth Day of December,
when ages beyond number had run their course from the creation of the world,
when God in the beginning created heaven and earth, and formed man in his own
likeness; when century upon century had passed
since the Almighty set his bow in the clouds after the Great Flood,
as a sign of covenant and peace; in the twenty-first century since Abraham,
our father in faith, came out of Ur of the Chaldees;
in the thirteenth century since the People of Israel were led
by Moses in the Exodus from Egypt;
around the thousandth year since David was anointed King;
in the sixty-fifth week of the prophecy of Daniel;
in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad;
in the year seven hundred and fifty-two since the foundation of the City of Rome;
in the forty-second year of the reign of Caesar Octavian Augustus,
the whole world being at peace,
JESUS CHRIST, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, desiring to consecrate
the world by his most loving presence, was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and when nine months had passed since his conception,
was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judah, and was made man:
The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh.

PleAse turn to PAge 16 for the order of mAss.
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10:00 mass PRelude
memBeRs of THe sT. claRe of assisi cHoiR
Divinum Mysterium
Assembly CArol: Of the Father’s Love Begotten
Prelude on Greensleaves
Assembly CArol: What Child Is This?
Chorale Prelude on “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”
Assembly CArol: Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming
Chorale Prelude on “Es ist ein Ros entsprungen”
Assembly CArol: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
Praeludium on “In Dulci Jubilo”

Gerald Near
Hymnal #427
Richard Purvis (1913-1994)
Hymnal #466
Gerald Near (b. 1942)
Hymnal #451
Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)
Hymnal #440
Leo Sowerby (1895-1968)
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PRocessional caRol

o come, all ye faiTHful

Adeste Fidelis

sign of THe cRoss & gReeTing
PeniTenTial acT
kyRie eleison

16

mass of wisdom

Steve Janco

gloRia

mass of wisdom

Steve Janco
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liTuRgy of THe woRd
fiRsT Reading

Isaiah 9: 1-6

ResPonsoRial Psalm

1. Sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LORD, all you lands.
Sing to the LORD; bless his name.

Stephen Eros

3. Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice;
let the sea and what fills it resound;
let the plains be joyful and all that is in them!
Then shall all the trees of the forest exult.

2. Announce his salvation, day after day.
Tell his glory among the nations;
4. They shall exult before the LORD, for he comes;
among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.
for he comes to rule the earth.
He shall rule the world with justice
and the peoples with his constancy.

second Reading
gosPel acclamaTion

18

Titus 3:4-7
Paul French (b.1959)

Good news! I proclaim to you good news and great joy!
Today is born your Savior, Christ the LORD.

gosPel

Luke 2: 1-14 (4:30) – John 1: 1-5, 9-14 (11:00, 10:00)

Homily

Fr. Jim Deiters

nicene cReed
I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
At the bolded words below, all genuflect
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in gloryto judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
univeRsal PRayeR

TRilingual inTeRcessions

Mike Hay (1953-1999)

19

liTuRgy of THe eucHaRisT
offeRToRy anTHem (4:30)

gesù BamBino

Pietro Yon (1886-1943)
Text: Frederick H. Martens

Kelly Fleming, soloist
When blossoms flowered ‘mid the snows Upon a winter night,
Was born the Child, the Christmas Rose, The King of Love and Light.
The angels sang, the shepherds sang, The grateful earth rejoiced;
And at His blessed birth the stars Their exultation voiced.
O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.
Again the heart with rapture glows To greet the holy night,
That gave the world its Christmas Rose, Its King of Love and Light.
Let ev’ry voice acclaim His name, The grateful chorus swell.
From paradise to earth He came That we with Him might dwell.
offeRToRy anTHem (11:00)

BiRTH of THe messiaH

G. F. Handel (1685-1759)
Text: Luke 2:8-14

Pifa – Pastoral Symphony
Recitative & Accompagnato – Heather Ertel, soprano
There were shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flocks by night.
And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them,
and the glory of the Lord shone round about them,
and they were sore afraid.
And the angel said unto them: “Fear not,
for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.
For unto you is born this day in the city of David
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”
And suddenly there was with the angel,
a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God, and saying:
Chorus
“Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth, good will towards men.”
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offeRToRy caRol (10:00)

god ResT ye meRRy, genTlemen

English Carol
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eucHaRisTic acclamaTions
Holy, Holy, Holy

memoRial acclamaTion

gReaT amen
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mass of wisdom

Steve Janco

communion RiTe
loRd’s PRayeR
RiTe of Peace
lamB of god

mass of wisdom

Steve Janco

inviTaTion To communion
Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, Behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
All:

Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

communion caRol

angels we Have HeaRd on HigH

Traditional French
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communion anTHem (4:30)
Hail THe cHRisTmas moRn

Richard B. Rosewall (1927-2002)

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria, et in terra pax.
With the shepherds let us kneel.
At the manger we adore God’s own love on earth revealed.
Hail the Christmas morn!
With the magi, let us bow; Jesus, prince of peace is born.
Sing with joy, sing, “Gloria!”
Hail the Christmas morn!
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communion anTHem (11:00)
sweeT was THe song

gRasyTon ives (B.1948)
TexT: william BalleT’s luTe Book, ca. 1600

Sweet was the song the Virgin sang,
When she to Bethle’m Juda came,
And was deliver'd of a Son,
That blessed Jesus hath to name.
Lalula, lalula, lalulaby, sweet babe, sang she,
And rocked Him sweetly on her knee.
My Son, and eke a Saviour born,
Who hast vouchsafed from on high
To visit us that were forlorn.
communion caRol (4:30 & 11:00) silenT nigHT

PRayeR afTeR communion

Stille Nacht
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concluding RiTes
Blessing & dismissal
Recessional caRol

HaRk! THe HeRald angels sing

PosTlude on “mendelssoHn

Mendelssohn

David Willcocks (1919-2015)

Music in this worship aid has been reprinted with permission under OneLicense A-704899.
Sacred artwork in the worship aid was created by Cynthia Ostrowski
and used with permission from Corpus Christi Watershed (www.ccwatershed.org)
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Is a murmuring dove nearby as you sleep upon the hay? –
like the dove that you will see coming down from parting skies.
That day is far away, O child upon the hay,
but in the stable I can hear a murmuring dove.
Is a donkey standing near as you sleep upon the hay? –
like the donkey you will ride through the cheering pilgrim throng.
That day is far away, O child upon the hay,
but in the stable I can see a donkey stand.
Are the shadows deep and dark as you sleep upon the hay? –
like the darkness that will fall though the sun is overhead.
That day is far away, O child upon the hay,
but in the stable I can see the shadows dark.
Does the morning sun break in as you sleep upon the hay? –
like the sun of early dawn that reveals an empty tomb.
That day is far away, O child upon the hay,
but in the stable I can see the morning sun.
Written by American poet and hymn writer Richard Leach (b.1953),
this beautiful text, as if spoken by Mary or Joesph,
celebrates Christ’s nativity as it foreshadows His life,
ministry, sacrifice, and resurrection.

