Singing Our Faith
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time – November 19, 2017
Scroll down to read the reflection on this hymn.
For the Healing of the Nations
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Text: Fred Kaan, 1929–2009, alt., © 1968, Hope Publishing Company
Tune: ST. THOMAS, 8 7 8 7 8 7; John Wade, 1711–1786
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I chose the opening hymn above for reasons pertaining to our
world and to the scriptures. In stanza two, I think of the people in the
middle east who, in addition to being burdened by conflict and fear,
are suffering from the effects of an earthquake this week. Stanza three
speaks strongly against those commiting the senseless violence that
continues to plague our own country. The hymn title’s message of
healing speaks volumes to our world at this very moment.
In this final Sunday of Ordinary Time, the readings keep pointing
to Christ’s second coming and our final judgement. The popular
reading from Proverbs puts works of discipleship and fear of the Lord
ahead of worldly vices – “Charm is deceptive and beauty fleeting; the
woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.”

Together, scripture

passages are summed up in the refrain “Blessed are those who fear
the Lord.”
Fast-forward now to the gospel parable of the talents. It teaches a
valuable stewardship lesson that, no matter if our gifts are great or
simple, many or few, God wants us to reap goodness from the
blessings he has given us. The fourth stanza of “For the Healing of the
Nations” reminds us that God’s name is written on our hearts, that we
were created for goodness. The final words “That by our response and
service earth its destiny may find,” are calling us to put our talents to
good use, just as Jesus told us in the parable.
We must remember that no gift is too small to bring good to the
world. As the master in the parable said, “Since you were faithful in
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small matters, I will give you great responsibilities. Come, share your
master's joy.” Each talent we have gives us a new set of responsibilities
in God’s kingdom on earth. The flip side of that is the joy that comes
from giving back and helping others. Notice the prayer at the top of
this week’s email. The verse above from the gospel is echoed in this
prayer – “for it is full and lasting happiness to serve with constancy
the author of all that is good.” Amen! Imagine if everyone set pretense
aside and used all their talents for the good of others. I think we
would then truly experience “healing of the nations.”
Stephen Eros
Director of Liturgy & Music
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