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Similar to last weekend, this Sunday's readings focus on discipleship. The subtopic today is just as 
important – trust. Think of  some areas of  your life that benefit from trust. Teachers, if  your students don't 
trust you, how will they ever learn from you? I think the same goes for parents. Those who were called to 
the vocation of  marriage will tell you how important trust is between husband and wife; indeed, it's the 
foundation of  a healthy marriage. If  a boss doesn't trust an employee, creating a functional work 
environment is very challenging. I think you get the point.  

In discipleship, how can we possibly follow Jesus if  we don't trust him? It seems obvious, but how many of  
us are secure in our trust for Jesus? Typically, we don't sing a hymn during the preparation of  the gifts in 
our parish liturgies. This time is designated for the assembly to reflect on the Liturgy of  the Word and the 
homily. Today, our offertory hymn provides ample reflection on the Liturgy of  the Word, especially the 
gospel. There are so many beautiful examples of  discipleship and service in this text. Of  course, the first 
four stanzas are written as though Jesus were talking directly to us. The fifth stanza is (hopefully!) our 
response to his call. I encourage you to read the text of  "The Summons" (#790) before Mass or after 
communion. Often, we separate singing a hymn from critical reading. One of  my goals in this column is 
to help (train?) each of  you to connect with a hymn while we're singing. This helps us pray more fully 
since the hymn is always connected to something in the liturgy – something we've just heard, or will 
hear...something we have just done, are doing, or will do.  

This leads into the connection to the closing hymn "Lord Whose Love in Humble Service" (#764). Stanza 
1 gives praise to God for Jesus' sacrifice for us, and stanza 2 follows by pointing out to us, the disciples, all 
of  the work that needs to be done in our world. Stanzas 3 - "As we worship, grant us vision..." - and  
stanza 4 - "Called from worship..." - provide a pivot point for us, the worshippers. That said, if  you're 
worried about beating the traffic in the parking lot or how crowded the restaurant will be after Mass, 
you're going to miss the message completely! This is our call to be disciples as soon as we walk out of  the 
church doors – to show God's love "to the child, the youth, the aged" so that they, too, will know and live 
God's mercy. The closing hymn always concludes the liturgy with praise, a message of  mission, or some 
combination thereof. I challenge our "early leavers" to stay for an extra minute, pray, and connect with the 
message of  the hymn. If  you simply trust me, you won't regret it! 
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Director of  Liturgy & Music 

Click here - Sunday Readings for June 26, 2016 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/062616.cfm


Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service   



Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–1984, alt., © 1988, Oxford University Press
Tune: IN BABILONE, 8 7 8 7 D; Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlieties, c.1710



The Summons

Text: John L. Bell, b.1949, © 1987, Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent
Tune: KELVINGROVE, 7 6 7 6 777 6; Scottish traditional; arr. by John L. Bell, b.1949, © 1987, Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent
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