Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord

St. Clare of Assisi Catholic Church
O’Fallon, IL

Blank

The Nativity of the Lord

Concluding Rites
Blessing & Dismissal
Recessional Carol 								
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Mendelssohn

4:30 Mass Prelude					Page 5			
Nativity of the Lord: Vigil Mass
11:00 Mass Prelude 					Page 10
Nativity of the Lord: Mass During the Night
10:00 Mass Prelude 					Page 15
Nativity of the Lord: Mass During the Day
Mass (4:30, 11:00, 10:00)				

Page 16

St. Clare of Assisi Catholic Church
O’Fallon, Illinois
Fr. Jim Deiters
Pastor

Dennis Vander Ven
Deacon

Jane Dotson
Director of Family Faith Formation

Stephen Eros
Director of Liturgy & Music

Matthew Flynn
Director of Adult Faith Formation
& Mission

26

Cover Artwork
The Nativity (1523)
Lorenzo Lotto (ca. 1480 - 1556)
Oil on panel
National Gallery of Art, Washington D.C.

Communion Anthem
Love Came
				
Down At Christmas
Howard Helvey
(11:00)
		
Text: Christina Rossetti

A Blessed Christmas to You!
On behalf of our staff and all our parishioners, we warmly welcome
all visitors who are joining us today. I want to thank all of our faithful
parishioners who are here each week and offer their time, talent, and
treasure on a regular basis to keep our parish so alive in God’s Spirit.
I pray that this liturgy will truly fill each of us with a deeper
awareness of God’s Peace, Joy, and Love, which are given to us
through the Holy Spirit.

Love came down at Christmas, Love all lovely, Love Divine,
Love was born at Christmas, Star and Angels gave the sign.
Worship we the Godhead, Love Incarnate, Love Divine,
Worship we our Jesus, But wherewith for sacred sign?
Love shall be our token, Love be yours and love be mine,
Love to God and all men, Love for plea and gift and sign.

Communion Carol (4:30 & 11:00) Silent
			
Night

		

Stille Nacht

We offer a special welcome to those in our midst today who are
“coming back” to the Church and to those who are looking for a new
parish community to join. Our prayer for you is that this Mass will
fill you with a new Spirit that will inspire you to come back on a
regular basis for Sunday Mass. If you are not Catholic but are
interested in learning more about the Catholic Church, please call the
parish office for more information.
Let us lift up our voices at the Mass in praise of God for the gift of his
Son, Jesus Christ, who has come to set us free and give us God’s
Mercy and Love!
Fr. Jim Deiters
Pastor
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Prayer After Communion
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4:30 Mass Prelude
St. Clare of Assisi Cherub & Treble Choirs
Dance and Sing				

Hebrew Folk Melody (Hal Hopson, arr.)
Text: Isaiah 11:1-7

Dance and sing, for the Lord will be with us. Glory, hallelujah.
Peace and justice soon will be with us. Glory, hallelujah.
Clap your hands and sing: Glory, hallelujah.
Joyful voices ring. Glory, hallelujah.
Soon a son will come from Jesse. His delight shall be the Lord.
He shall reign with truth and justice. Come, O Savior, come.
Wolf and lamb shall rest together; calf and lion shall join as friends.
Peace shall come to all the nations. Come, O Savior, come.
Creator of the Stars of Night 				
Communion Anthem
(4:30)

Hail the
			
Christmas Morn

Richard B. Rosewall

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria, et in terra pax.
With the shepherds let us kneel.
At the manger we adore God’s own love on earth revealed.
Hail the Christmas morn!
With the magi, let us bow; Jesus, prince of peace is born.
Sing with joy, sing, “Gloria!”
Hail the Christmas morn!
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Creator of the stars of night,
Your people’s everlasting light,
O Christ, Redeemer of us all,
We pray you hear us when we call.

Chant, Mode IV
Text: 9th Century Latin

At your great Name, O Jesus, now
All knees must bend, all hearts must bow;
All things on earth with one accord,
Like in heav’n, shall call you Lord.

In sorrow that the ancient curse
Should doom to death a universe,
You came, O Savior, to set free
Your own in glorious liberty.

Come in your holy might, we pray,
Redeem us for eternal day;
Defend us while we dwell below
From all assaults of our dread foe.

When this old world drew on toward night,
You came; but not in splendor bright,
Not as a monarch, but the child
Of Mary, blameless mother mild.

To God Creator, God the Son,
And God the Spirit, Three in One,
Praise, honor, might, and glory be
From age to age eternally.
5

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came

Communion Rite

Basque Carol (Robert Powell, arr.)

Chantelle Friedmann, clarinet

Lord’s Prayer
Rite of Peace
Lamb of God 								
Mass of Wisdom

Steve Janco

Assembly Carol: O Little Town of Bethlehem 					

Invitation to Communion
Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, Behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 		
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
All:

Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

Communion Carol

6

Angels 			
We Have Heard On High

Traditional French
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Holy, Holy, Holy

			
Mass of Wisdom

Steve Janco

Ding, Dong! Merrily on High

Memorial Acclamation

			
Mass of Wisdom

Steve Janco

Ding dong merrily on high,
In heav'n the bells are ringing:
Ding dong! verily the sky
Is riv'n with angel singing.
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!

			
Mass of Wisdom

Steve Janco

E'en so here below, below,
Let steeple bells be swungen,
And "Io, io, io!"
By priest and people sungen.
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!

Pray you, dutifully prime
Your matin chime, ye ringers;
May you beautifully rime
Your evetime song, ye singers.
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly

Great Amen

16th Century French Carol (Ken Berg, arr.)

Traditional Polish Carol (Ellen Coman, arr.)

Infant holy, Infant lowly, For his bed a cattle stall;
Oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the Babe is Lord of all.
Swift are winging angels singing, Nowells ringing, tidings bringing;
Christ the Babe is Lord of all.
Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping Vigil till the morning new;
Saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true.
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, Praises voicing greet the morrow;
Christ the babe was born for you.
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Christ Was Born on Christmas Day

Medieval Tune (Pat Messick, arr.)

Christ was born on Christmas Day in a manger filled with hay;
Sheep and cows around him lay. Christ was born on Christmas Day.
Shepherds heard the song that night as angels all around them bright
Told them of a wondrous signs. Shepherds heard the song that night.
Wise men came with gifts to bring and bowed down to the baby king.
Guided by a star they’d seen, wise men came with gifts to bring.
Sing we Noel!
Assembly Carol: Away in a Manger

Preface Dialogue

8

Priest:		

The Lord be with you,

All:		

And with your Spirit.

Priest:		

Lift up your hearts.

All:		

We lift them up to the Lord.

Priest:		

Let us give thanks to the Lord Our God.

All:		

It is right and just.
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Universal Prayer

He Is Born 				

Sung by cantor, then assembly

Traditional French Carol (Ellen Coman, arr.)

He is born, the holy child, play the oboe and bagpipes merrily!
He is born, the holy child, sing we all of the Savior mild.
Through long ages of the past, prophets have foretold his coming;
Through long ages of the past, Now the time has come at last!
O how lovely, O how pure is this perfect child of heaven;
O how lovely, O how pure, gracious gift to humankind.
Jesus, Lord of all the world, coming as a child among us,
Jesus, Lord of all the world, grant to us thy heav’nly peace.

Liturgy of the Eucharist
Offertory Carol

Of 			
the Father’s Love Begotten

Do You Hear What I Hear?
Divinum Mysterium

Noel Rigney & Gloria Shayne (Harry Simeone, arr.)

Said the night wind to the little lamb,
“Do you see what I see? Way up in the sky, little lamb,
Do you see what I see? A star, a star, dancing in the night
With a tail as big as a kite, With a tail as big as a kite. “
Said the little lamb to the shepherd boy,
“Do you hear what I hear? Ringing through the sky, shepherd boy,
Do you hear what I hear? A song, a song high above the trees
With a voice as big as the sea, With a voice as big as the sea. “
Said the shepherd boy to the mighty king,
“Do you know what I know? In your palace warm, mighty king,
Do you know what I know? A Child, a Child shivers in the cold-Let us bring him silver and gold, Let us bring him silver and gold. “
Said the king to the people everywhere,
“Listen to what I say! Pray for peace, people, everywhere,
Listen to what I say! The Child, the Child sleeping in the night
He will bring us goodness and light, He will bring us goodness and light. “
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11:00 Mass Prelude

Gospel

		

Homily 				

St. Clare of Assisi Choir
Sing We Now of Christmas

Traditional French Carol (James E. Clemens, arr.)
Text: Traditional Provençal Carol

1 Sing we now of Christmas,
Noel, sing we here!
Hear our grateful praises
to the babe so dear.

3. In Bethlehem they found him;
Joseph and Mary mild,
seated by the manger,
near the holy child.

2 Angels called to shepherds,
4 From the eastern country
“Leave your flocks at rest,
came the kings afar,
journey forth to Bethlehem,
bearing gifts to Bethlehem
find the lambkin blest.”
guided by a star.
5 Gold and myrrh they took there,
gifts of greatest price;
Frankincense to greet
the Child of paradise.
The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came

Basque Carol (Lisa L. Stafford, arr.)

The Angel Gabriel from heaven came, his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;
“All hail,” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary, most highly favored lady.” Gloria!
“For known a blessèd Mother thou shalt be, all generations laud and honor thee,
thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold; most highly favored lady.” Gloria!
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, “To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said,
“My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name.” Most highly favored lady. Gloria!
Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say,
“Most highly favored lady.” Gloria!
10

Luke 2: 1-14 (4:30) – John 1: 1-18 (11:00, 10:00)
				

Fr. Jim Deiters

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
At the words below, all genuflect
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
19

Collect

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming

Liturgy of the Word

First Reading
			
Responsorial Psalm
		
Composed for St. Clare Parish – Premiere Performance

Isaiah 9: 1-6
Stephen Eros

Traditional German Carol (Dale Adelmann, arr.)

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming as seers of old have sung.
It came, a blossom bright, amid the cold of winter, when half spent was the night.
Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind,
with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Savior, when half spent was the night.
O Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air,
dispels in glorious splendor the darkness everywhere.
True man, yet very God, from sin and death now save us, and share our every load.

1. Sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LORD, all you lands.
Sing to the LORD; bless his name.

3. Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice;
let the sea and what fills it resound;
let the plains be joyful and all that is in them!
Then shall all the trees of the forest exult.

2. Announce his salvation, day after day.
Tell his glory among the nations;
4. They shall exult before the LORD, for he comes;
among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.
for he comes to rule the earth.
He shall rule the world with justice
and the peoples with his constancy.

Second Reading
Gospel Acclamation

			
			

Hebrews 1: 1-6
Paul French

The Angels Danced on Christmas Morn
							

Paul A. Tate
Text: John A. Dalles

The Angels Danced on Christmas morn, the shepherds whispered low.
The star announced that Christ was born and called the wise to go
to Bethlehem to seek the One, the King of Life to be,
the infant Child, God’s holy son for all eternity.
We long to dance with angel steps, we yearn good news to speak.
We stumble in life’s shadowed depths, we wander worn and weak
until the Child of Righteousness is born in us as well,
our lives to motivate and bless: the Lord Emmanuel.
O angels, teach us your delight. O shepherds, tell good news.
O star, shine in us warm and bright, our lives with light infuse.
O Bethlehem, help us to find the King of life this day.
O holy Child, so good, so kind, come here and with us stay.

Good news! I proclaim to you good news and great joy!
Today is born your Savior, Christ the LORD.
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May angels dance around our door as shepherds’ joy we share.
May wise discernment evermore charge us to go and care
for those at hand, in distant lands, for all whose lives await
the clasp of Christ’s renewing hands, till all shall celebrate!
11

While By My Sheep

17th Century German Carol (Hugo Jüngst, arr.)

Gloria

			

Mass of Wisdom

Steve Janco

While by my sheep we watched at night, glad tidings brought an angel bright.
How great our joy! Joy, joy, joy! Praise we the Lord in heaven on high!
There shall be born, so he did say, in Bethlehem a child today.
There shall the child lie in a stall, this child who shall redeem us all.
This gift of God we’ll cherish well, that ever joy our hearts shall fill.
Angels’ Carol

			
			
Have you heard the sound, of the angel voices,
Ringing out so sweetly, ringing out so clear?
Have you seen the star shining out so brightly
As a sign from God, that Christ the Lord is here?
Have you heard the news that they bring from heaven,
To the humble shepherds who have waited long?
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Hear the angels sing their joyful song.

John Rutter

He is come in peace in the winter’s stillness,
Like a gentle snowfall in the gentle night;
He is come in joy like the sun at morning
Filling all the world with radiance and with light.
He is come in love as the child of Mary;
In a simple stable we have seen his birth:
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Hear the angels singing “Peace on Earth.”
He will bring new light to a world in darkness,
Like a bright star shining in the skies above;
He will bring new hope to the waiting nations
When he comes to reign in purity and love.
Let the earth rejoice at the Saviour’s coming;
Let the heavens answer with the joyful morn:
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Hear the angels singing “Christ is born.”
12
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Processional Carol

O Come, All Ye Faithful

Adeste Fidelis

What Child
				
							

Paul W. Lohman
Text: William Chatterton Dix

What Child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ, the King,Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The Babe, the Son of Mary!
Why lies He in such mean estate, Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here The silent Word is pleading.
So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, Come, peasant, king to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
My Dancing Day

Traditional English Carol (Jennifer Budziak, arr.)

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day; I would my true love did so chance
To see the legend of my play, To call my true love to my dance;
Sing, oh, my love! Oh, my love, my love, my love!
This have I done for my true love.
Then was I born of a virgin pure, Of her I took fleshly substance.
Thus was I knit to man’s nature To call my true love to my dance.

Sign of the Cross & Greeting
Penitential Act
Kyrie Eleison

		

Mass of Wisdom

Steve Janco

In a manger laid, and wrapped I was So very poor, this was my chance
Between an ox and a silly poor ass To call my true love to my dance.
Then afterwards baptized I was; The Holy Ghost on me did glance,
My Father’s voice heard I from above, To call my true love to my dance.
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Gesù Bambino

		

				

Pietro Yon

When blossoms flowered ‘mid the snows Upon a winter night,
Was born the Child, the Christmas Rose, The King of Love and Light.
The angels sang, the shepherds sang, The grateful earth rejoiced;
And at His blessed birth the stars Their exultation voiced.
O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.
Again the heart with rapture glows To greet the holy night,
That gave the world its Christmas Rose, Its King of Love and Light.
Let ev’ry voice acclaim His name, The grateful chorus swell.
From paradise to earth He came That we with Him might dwell.

“Proclamation of the Nativity of the Lord” from the Roman Martyrology
The announcement of the Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord from the Roman Martyrology draws
upon Sacred Scripture to declare in a formal way the birth of Christ. It begins with creation and relates
the birth of the Lord to the major events and personages of sacred and secular history. The particular
events contained in the announcement help pastorally to situate the birth of Jesus in the context of
salvation history.
The Twenty-fifth Day of December,
when ages beyond number had run their course from the creation of the world,
when God in the beginning created heaven and earth, and formed man in his own likeness;
when century upon century had passed
since the Almighty set his bow in the clouds after the Great Flood,
as a sign of covenant and peace; in the twenty-first century since Abraham,
our father in faith, came out of Ur of the Chaldees;
in the thirteenth century since the People of Israel were led
by Moses in the Exodus from Egypt;
around the thousandth year since David was anointed King;
in the sixty- fifth week of the prophecy of Daniel;
in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad;
in the year seven hundred and fifty-two since the foundation of the City of Rome;
in the forty-second year of the reign of Caesar Octavian Augustus,
the whole world being at peace,
JESUS CHRIST, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, desiring to consecrate the world
by his most loving presence, was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and when nine months had passed since his conception,
was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judah, and was made man:
The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh.
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10:00 Mass Prelude
Members of the St. Clare of Assisi Choir
Chorale Prelude on “Es ist ein Ros entsprungen”

Johannes Brahms

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
Basque Carol (Lisa L. Stafford, arr.)
Text found on pg. 10
Assembly Carol: God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen 		

Hymnal #435

Choral Prelude on “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 		

Gerald Near

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming

Traditional German Carol (Dale Adelmann, arr.)
Text found on pg. 11

Assembly Carol: O Little Town of Bethlehem 		

Hymnal #446

Divinum Mysterium 								 Gerald Near
Assembly Carol: Away in a Manger		

		

Hymnal #448

Christ Was Born on Christmas Day
Medieval Tune (Pat Messick, arr.)
Text found on pg. 8
Assembly Carol: Go Tell it on the Mountain		

Hymnal #428
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