
Connecting Music to Mass 
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time – November 13, 2016 

Click here - Sunday Readings for November 13, 2016 

The full Sunday hymn texts are below. 

We continue this week with another “end times” set of  readings from the lectionary.  In the 
gospel, Jesus speaks of  his second coming.  He warns against false prophets, and tells of  the 
persecution and destruction that will occur.  A poignant statement that sticks out for me – 
“Remember, you are not to prepare your defense beforehand, for I myself shall give you a 
wisdom in speaking that all your adversaries will be powerless to resist or refute.”  A wonderful 
reminder of  the power of  the Holy Spirit – let us always seek that wisdom when speaking to our 
adversaries.   

Our hymns this weekend tie into this “second coming” theme from many angles.  The easiest tie-
in, and a favorite, is the recessional hymn “Soon and Very Soon.”  This really leads us into 
Advent (2 weeks!) which celebrates Christ’s coming in his birth, his presence in our lives today, 
and his second coming.   

Working backwards, the song “I Am the Bread of  Life” sung during the communion procession 
quotes the gospel of  John, specifically the section known as “The Bread of  Life Discourse.”  As 
we reflect on the second coming, this song reminds us that the Eucharist nourishes our souls, 
rendering them fit for eternal life. 

The processional hymn “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” is such a rich text.  “Don’t judge a 
hymn by its title.”  The text isn’t all about love – well, everything traces back to God’s love – but 
there’s so much more happening here.  In the context of  today’s readings, this hymn really points 
to a joyful outlook of  journeying to eternal life.  There are also some undertones that point to the 
Eucharist – “fix in us your humble dwelling” and “let us all your life receive.”  The first two 
verses help us on earth to serve Christ, to live his examples of  love and compassion in every 
moment.  For me, the magic really happens in verse 3.  I just love Charles Wesley’s word choices.  
It’s a prayer full of  joy and hope for eternal life.  “Changed from glory into glory, till in 
heaven we take our place, till we sing before the almighty, lost in wonder, love, and 
praise.”  It’s a timely message for us, as we have witnessed to much division and hate in our 
country.  It’s easy to be discouraged by this, but let this text be a reminder that our primary 
citizenship is in heaven.  The image of  being lost in wonder, love, and praise strips us of  the 
burdens of  this world, and reminds us that there are better days ahead on our journey. 

Stephen Eros 
Director of  Liturgy & Music 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/111316.cfm


Love Divine, All Loves Excelling   

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707�–1788, alt.
Tune: HYFRYDOL, 8 7 8 7 D; Rowland H. Prichard, 1811�–1887



I Am the Bread of Life



Text: John 6; Suzanne Toolan, RSM, b.1927
Tune: BREAD OF LIFE, Irregular with refrain; Suzanne Toolan, RSM, b.1927
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