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Today’s readings are found at #1184 in the hymnal. 

The gospel story today is that of  Zacchaeus the tax collector – the man who so wanted to see 
Jesus, that he climbed a sycamore tree to get a view!  It’s interesting that the Lectionary is 
structured with last week’s parable of  the pharisee and the tax collector, and this story of  
Zacchaeus back-to-back.  The mercy and salvation offered by God the father is emphasized 
through this sequence. 

The First Reading from the Book of  Wisdom proclaims the mercy and generosity that God has 
for all of  his creation.  Psalm 145, the responsorial psalm, gives praise to God for his mercy – “I 
will praise your name for ever, my king and my God.” 

Back to Zacchaeus.  The First Reading is closely tied in with the Gospel through quotes like, “…
and you overlook people's sins that they may repent,” and, “that they may abandon 
their wickedness and believe in you, O Lord.”  These quotes from Wisdom lead us to the 
mercy and proclamation of  salvation that Jesus offers Zacchaeus. “Today salvation has come 
to this house.”  The point is that Zacchaeus, a sinner, sought Jesus, and accepted Jesus into his 
home (read: life), which merited salvation. 

The opening hymn “I Heard the Voice of  Jesus Say” (#724) offers consolation to seek and follow 
God, who offers us a place of  rest, living water, and the light of  his presence.  This is a text of  
comfort and consolation, that ultimately points us to the promise of  the resurrection.  The closing 
hymn “The Kingdom of  God” (#736) paints a picture for us of  God’s kingdom, where justice, 
mercy, joy, and grace are abundant.  This text shares good news – “The captives are freed, the 
sinners find place, the outcasts are welcomed God’s banquet to share.”  These are some of  the 
people, like Zacchaeus, who are welcomed into God’s kingdom.  God’s kingdom isn’t exclusively 
for those who have lived saintly lives. 

The communion song – “Center of  My Life” – has a special connection to the liturgy today.  
Like the lectionary readings, and prayers that the priest prays at Mass that change every week, 
the Church also prescribe texts to be sung for the entrance, responsorial psalm, gospel 
acclamation, offertory, and communion.  These are biblical texts, often psalms, that tie into the 
Liturgy of  the Word or liturgical season.  While we sing some of  these regularly, the entrance, 
offertory, and communion propers aren’t as commonly heard in a typical parish.  This week, 
however, the church prescribes Psalm 16 for the communion proper – “Center of  My Life” is a 
paraphrase of  that same psalm.  Like Zacchaeus, if  we put God in the center of  our life, we too 
will experience mercy, grace, and salvation. 
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Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808�–1889
Tune: KINGSFOLD, CMD; English; harm. by Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872�–1958
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Text: Bryn A. Rees, 1911–1983, © 1973, Alexander Scott
Tune: LAUDATE DOMINUM, 10 10 11 11; Charles H. H. Parry, 1848–1918
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